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Revised statutory guidance of the School Standards and Organisation      

(Wales) Act 2013  

The Welsh Government has issued revised statutory guidance of the School Standards and 

Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 in relation to the Annual Report to Parents Meetings. The new 

arrangements mean that it is no longer necessary for school governing bodies to hold an annual 

meeting with parents. However, the Welsh Government considers that parents should be able to 

engage with governing bodies on issues that matter to them.  
  

- It is still necessary for an annual report to parents to be produced and distributed.  
- If 10% of the parents of registered pupils at the school or the parents of 30 pupils registered 

at the school – whichever is the lower number- request a meeting with governors, the 

school governing body is required to hold a meeting.  
- A school governing body can be required to hold up to 3 meetings with parents each 

academic year.  
  

 For your information, there were no matters raised by the parents to be discussed with the 

Governing Body in 2020/21. In addition, in the light of the effects of Covid19, the Government 

made requirements of school Governing bodies to produce a report on the basis of ‘reasonable 

endeavours’.  

 

CONSTITUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 2020/21  
  

The constitution, in accordance with the relevant Articles of Governance, is based on 1130 pupils 

from September 2021: 6 parent governors, 5 LEA governors, 2 teacher governors, 1 staff 

governor, 5 co-opted governors and the Headteacher = a total of 20 Governors.  The vacancy for 

LEA representative should be noted as being under appointment, the appointment of Jeffrey 

Connick as Acting Head. (from January 2022 until August 2022) in view of the retirement of 

Dafydd Jenkins from the role of Headteacher, and the appointment of Ben Roberts as permanent 

Clerk from February 2022.  Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr is a Group 7 school. 

 
Miss Aldyth Williams (Chair)  LEA until July.  2025  
Mr Dafydd Jenkins   Headteacher    until Dec. 2021  
Ms Mari Jones  Clerk  until Jan. 2022 
Rev. Dr. Adrian Morgan (Vice-chair)  LEA until Dec.  2022  
Vacancy – under appointment LEA until July 2021  
Rev. Dr. Ian Morris  LEA  until July  2025  

Dr Robert Smith  LEA  until Aug.  2024  
Mrs Catrin Evans  Parent  until Nov.  2022   
Mr David Anderson Thomas  Parent until Nov. 2022   
Mrs Saran Thomas  Parent  until Nov.  2024  
Mrs Karen Thomas  Parent until Nov.  2024  
Mr Peter Morgan  Parent until Nov.  2024  

Mrs M Hutchings  Parent  until Nov.   2022   

Mr Steve Williams  Co-opted  until Nov.  2025  
Mrs Rahel Williams  Co-opted  until Nov.  2022  
Dr Richard Morgan  Co-opted  until Nov.  2025  

Dr Steve Morris  
Professor Ceri Davies 

Co-opted  
Co-opted 

until Sept. 
until Sept. 

2023  
2024 

Mr Rhodri Evans Teacher  until Sept. 2024  
Mrs Jan Ohlsson Jones  Teacher until Sept.  2022  

Mr Ben Roberts  Staff  until Sept.  2024  
Uwch ddisgyblion  School Council until Aug.   2022 
Miss Aldyth Williams (Chair)  LEA until July.  2025  
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 A WORD FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS  

I am very pleased to have the opportunity to address you as Chair of Ysgol 

Gyfun Gŵyr this year again.  A very challenging year has passed by which 

saw this exceptional school adapt in an outstanding manner in the shadow of 

Covid-19 for the benefit of all learners.  We now follow on from a period of remote 

learning in January until April 2021, that involved the live streaming of every lesson.  An outstanding 

feat in comparison with many other secondary schools.  Yrs. 11-13 successfully achieved their 

excellent GCSE, AS and A level grades.  In addition, many vulnerable pupils were cared for through 

the school’s pastoral processes with regular phone calls to homes to check up on welfare.  As a 

Governing Body, we owe the school a great debt of gratitude, for leading and caring for pupils in 

such a conscientious way.  We also admire the pupils themselves, for their hard work and brevity in 

such difficult circumstances.  Therefore, many heartfelt congratulations to the school, on all levels. 

Despite, as previously mentioned, the continuous effect of Covid-19 that was ever present in the 

school’s life, the development of the establishment as a centre of learning of the highest order 

continued.  This was evident with the opening of the school’s new multi surface sports’ facilities; the 

brand-new building that includes a very large dining hall and kitchen, eight classrooms with the 

inclusion of the most recent IT equipment as a new home for the Welsh Department.  Before too 

long, the Drama Studio will be opened following its full renovation, as well as the newly located Music 

Department that will include two large classrooms and a centre for musical tuition.  A tribute must 

be paid to the Headteacher, Mr Dafydd Jenkins, and the SMT for identifying the need for such a 

development some four years ago and for proposing these schemes for the Authority to adopt.  

Without this initial vision, the school would not have reached this point, and so our dept as Governors 

is significant indeed to the leadership of the school. 

It was therefore, with great sadness, we learned of the decision of the Headteacher to retire in 

December 2021. Since his appointment as Acting Headteacher in January 2017, and then as 

permanent Headteacher from September 2019, Mr Dafydd Jenkins has led the school in a most 

conscientious manner, steadfast and inspirational during such unprecedented times in Education.  

His intention, was to continue with the highest possible academic standards for the school and is now 

a feature of his period at the helm, indeed the school experienced the best GCSE external exam 

results ever, under his leadership.  However, in parallel with this, was his deep concern for the 

welfare of both staff and pupils, especially during the lock-down Covid-19 periods, and I know this 

all too well as Chair, that this weighed heavily on him.   To safeguard ‘the family of the school’ was 

all important to him.  The Deputy Headteacher, Mr Jeffrey Connick told me: “I have had the pleasure 

of working under exceptional Headteachers since I commenced my career at the school, but I have 

never worked under a better Headteacher than Mr Dafydd Jenkins ever”.  Hear!  Hear!  It is now 

though of great comfort to us to know that Mr Jenkins will continue to teach Mathematics for a while 

again and so we will not sever totally our connection with a man that has done so much to design 

the new modern Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr.  We wish him well as he commences a new period in his 

professional career. 

In the same way we bade farewell to Mr Jenkins, 2020-21 was characterized with the departure of 

another giant of Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr, Mr Geraint Herbert Evans, Head of Mathematics since 1987.  Mr 

Evans successfully lead the Department during this period winning national accolade as leading one 

of the most successful Mathematics Departments in Wales in relation to external examination results.  

Sadly, also, Mrs Gemma Pugh decided to resign as Head of Science at the end of Summer 2021 in 

order to concentrate on a private keep fit enterprise.  She too continued with the honourable tradition 

of the Science Department with the continuation of significant academic achievement.  We also said 

farewell during the year to, Mrs Llinos Davies, second in the Welsh Department, Mr Tomos Jones as 

Leader of the Science and Technology Area of Learning and Experience; two other talented teachers.  

Pupils’ debt of gratitude over the years is great indeed to each of them, not only for their assistance 

with the achievement of excellent examination results, but also for instilling, I’m sure, a love for the 

subjects they taught. 
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In September, we welcomed a number of new teachers to the Gŵyr family: Mr Robert Davies 

Mathematics Department; Mrs Paula Davies, Mr Rhodri Wall, and Miss Gabrielle Murray to the Science 

Department; Miss Charlotte Doyle to the History Department; Miss Fflur Matthias to the Welsh 

Department, and Mrs Lauren Prescott and Mrs Nerys Vebrel to the English Department.  We have 

been very fortunate to appoint so many talented and enthusiastic teachers for their subjects, and 

I’m sure the school’s pupils will benefit from their talents.  We wish them every success with the 

work.  By now, there are over 1,100 pupils on roll and the school premises continues to move 

forward, with even more developments on the way.  This expansion is as a result of the continuous 

success of this very special school.  As the Deputy Headteacher, Mr Connick, undertakes the role of 

Acting Headteacher for the interim period from January 2022, we wish him, as a Governing Body, 

every success with the SMT as the school moves forward maintaining the good name of this excellent 

school.  We are steadfast in our belief that the school is in very safe hands. 

Before finishing, I wish to thank you, parents and carers, once again for your support and willing co-

operation, and look forward to a happy collaboration during the year to come. 

Yours faithfully  

 
 

Aldyth Williams (Chair) 

 

 

POST INSPECTION ACTION PLAN  

A summary of the Plan’s main targets in response to the last Inspection report:  
• Disseminate best practice in aspects of teaching and assessment 
• Ensure that information that arises from classroom observations and scrutinising books leads 

to setting improvement targets in departmental development plans 

RAISING STANDARDS  

The school continues to aim for the highest possible attainment in every Key Stage by ensuring 

that the standards of teaching and learning are consistently high, through setting ambitious 

targets for each pupil, through tracking progress carefully, through supporting pupils in target 

groups with additional assistance and through working closely with parents. The school continues 

to promote the attainment of groups of learners to develop robust study skills in order that their 

standards are consistent with those of other pupils. We aim annually to narrow the gap between 

the performance of boys and girls and also to reduce the impact of deprivation and additional 

learning needs on the achievements of pupils in order to help all individuals achieve their full 

potential. The Hafan learning resource was established where specialist staff support specific 

pupils in order to assist them proactively.  Study sessions are regularly held in the Hafan allowing 

pupils to catch up with homework and unfinished classwork, supported by staff over the lunch 

break.  We have also developed a texting service in order to inform parents of uncompleted 

homework in order to promote a closer working partnership between staff and parents. The focus 

continues in 2020-21 on the development of strategies to reduce the impact of deprivation, as 

well as curricular planning in response to the requirements of the Curriculum for Wales 2022, and 

the Digital Competency Framework.  In addition, focus is also upon supporting the learning of 

students following the national lockdown of Spring 2020 in order to ensure that they attain high 

standards. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING  

We continue to utilise the five part lesson plan across the school, supporting skills development 

and the thinking cycle of planning, developing and reviewing. Great emphasis is placed upon 

developing lessons that promote the use of skills in literacy, numeracy and digital competence and 

which raise the standards of these skills through their practice across the curriculum in a 

meaningful way. The school remains focused on ensuring all staff have a shared understanding of 

what makes an excellent lesson. All teachers are observed during the year, in order to monitor 

standards and share good practice. Teachers are encouraged to work together in order to observe 

each other thus learning from each other. Our aim as a school is to ensure consistent high quality 

lessons throughout the year. Scrutiny of pupils' books at all Key Stages is an important part of the 

school's self-evaluation processes on an annual basis.  We are also developing our ability as a 

school in enabling effective remote learning by training teachers and staff in the use of Microsoft 

Teams. 

 

 

CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL’S HANDBOOK 

 
Any changes to the school’s handbook since its publication are included in this report.  

2020-21 DEVELOPMENT PLAN PRIORITIES  

    

The main whole school targets:  
  

• continue to raise standards, aiming for the highest possible standards in every Key Stage, 

whilst also reducing the impact of deprivation on pupil attainment, especially in the light of 

the effects of Covid19  
• develop pastoral structures which focus upon on each pupil’s welfare and progress   
• develop the school as a learning establishment under the auspices of the OECD work  
• respond to the planning requirements for the New Curriculum for Wales 2022   
• disseminate excellent teaching and learning practices, as well as assessment for learning, 

across the school and remotely  
• continue to work closely with the LA to develop the school site   

  

  

THE USE OF WELSH  
 

Welsh is the official language of the school and it should be used exclusively on the school site by 

staff and pupils, except in lessons such as English, Science (when taught through the medium of 

English) and Modern Foreign Languages. With the exception of English, all subjects are taught 

through the medium of Welsh, but in KS4 it is possible to choose to study Science either through 

the medium of Welsh or English. In KS5, the Sciences are taught through the medium of English at 

Gŵyr but it is possible to study them through the medium of Welsh at Bryn Tawe, through the 

Gŵyr-Bryn Tawe Partnership 
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LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS   

The school is very keen to continually improve the basic skills of every pupil so 

that they can read, write and speak in Welsh and English and use number to a 

level necessary to make progress at the school.  Previously, the Basic Skills 

Standards Mark was awarded in recognition of the excellent work of the school 

in this field. As part of this important work, the focus of the daily pastoral period 

is on literacy and numeracy with e.g. ‘the weekly language rule’ and ‘the weekly 

numeracy puzzle’.   The focus in the KS3 curriculum in particular is to promote 

all pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills in order to respond to the requirements 

of the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework and this is achieved through 

focusing on e.g. the Eight Reading Behaviours and the Six Non Literary Writing 

Styles.  Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend any Literacy and 

Numeracy training arranged by the school in order to learn techniques to support the pupils in 

these key areas.   

 

  

REVIEW OF SCHOOL POLICIES  

  

Every school policy was reviewed in 2020-21 to ensure that they are all current.  A new remote 

learning policy was formulated in response to the lockdown of Spring 2020. 
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ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS (ALN)  
  

Children have additional learning needs (ALN) if they have a learning difficulty which means that 

they require a special educational provision to be made for them.  

  

The school aims to ensure equal value for all pupils, and in order to achieve this, the school 

accepts that all individuals should have the opportunity to participate in a broad, balanced and 

differentiated curriculum regardless of their learning needs in order to maximize their ability 

within this curriculum. This policy is based on the principle of inclusion and is reinforced by the 

school's inclusion policy.   

To achieve this, the school will: 

1. integrate pupils to ensure mixed ability classes in Yr.7 by encouraging the use of 

appropriate differentiated tasks whenever the need arises and wherever possible, 

 

2. for the core subjects, promote an approach from Yr.8 onwards, which enables pupils with 

learning difficulties to receive deserving attention and support. 

 

3. employ an ALN Co-coordinator to: 

 

a. provide information, advice and training for teachers on pupils with specific and 

varied educational difficulties,  

b. evaluate the educational experiences of pupils with learning difficulties and monitor 

the school's provision on this,  

c. act as a link between the children, parents, school and all employees/specialized 

agencies,  

d. set up a system of Individual Educational Plans,  

e. contribute towards preparing the school for the changes that will come as a result of 

the new Additional Learning Needs Act.  

 

4. maintain methods of assessment across the curriculum which recognize weaknesses and 

strengths of pupils with special educational needs, tracking pupils' progress and set 

appropriate targets to promote further development,  

 

5. acknowledge that the individual pupil has a voice when discussing his/her own educational 

needs,  

 

6. accept that all teachers are ALN teachers and every member of staff has an important 

contribution to make to the education of pupils with ALN within the school.  

 
At present, there are 151 pupils on the ALN register of the school but over the next academic year, 

the numbers will change as the new ALNET replaces the current three tiered system which includes 

SA, SA+ and Statements of ALN.    

  

A Special Teaching Facility was opened within the school in September 2009. This unit caters for a 

maximum of twelve pupils with general learning difficulties. The aim of the unit ‘Y Tŷ’, is to offer 

specialist and specific provision to pupils within a calm, homely atmosphere, by promoting pupils' 

confidence and independence. The unit has a strong policy of integration, and every opportunity is 

given to all pupils at ‘Y Tŷ’ to undertake lessons and activities within mainstream. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY  

  

Working in partnership with the Authority and others has allowed the school to focus on complying 

with all the relevant statutory requirements to ensure that pupils, staff and visitors are kept safe at 

all times, in particular in the light of the effect of Covid-19.  The school has a Health and Safety 

Policy which is reviewed annually.  Also, the school is committed to a Healthy Eating Policy and as 

a result we have restricted the availability of fatty foods, such as chips, in the school canteen.  School 

catering, also conforms to Welsh Government guidelines on Healthy Eating. 

 

 

SPORT  

  

The Governors are of the opinion that the main sporting aims of the school were realized during the 

year, namely that the pupils had an opportunity to:  

• enjoy a wide range of activities, with equal opportunity,  
• develop self-confidence whilst playing with others,  
• develop their skills as individuals and as team members.  

  

The following activities are offered: netball, hockey, boys’ and girls’ football, boys’ and girls’ rugby, 

basketball, gymnastics, swimming, cross country running, athletics, rounders, baseball, tennis, 

cricket, badminton, volleyball, skiing, outdoor pursuits. 

 
Gavin Lewis has been appointed as our Sports and Fitness Officer under the financial auspices of 

the Welsh Government, with the specific brief of offering further sporting opportunities to an even 

greater number of students. Mr Lewis offers a wide range of alternative sports, which include the 

following: climbing, surfing, golf and dance. 

 

 

DISABILITY  
 

The Governors are fully committed to ensuring equality for every disabled individual that uses our 

school premises. As a result of this, the school has in place a Strategic Equality Plan in order to 

improve the school’s provision. The plan is reviewed annually and as a consequence the school 

possesses a record of stakeholders’ disabilities and has made significant progress as part of on-

going improvement works in renewing doors, building accessibility ramps, etc. The school intends 

to continue to work hard over the next few years in order to ensure more disability equality.   
  

 

BUILDINGS AND SCHOOL SITE ISSUES  
 

This year the most significant event has been the opening of a new teaching block and sports 

resources that include the 2G and 3G artificial sports’ surfaces, a MUGA, running track and long 

jump track, and is the culmination of Welsh Government Band B scheme of improvements which 

has cost around £6M. The new building consists of eight substantial classrooms as well as a 

purpose-built dining hall and kitchen to serve our growing number of learners. The dining hall is 

designed to double as a multi-use hall for various activities and a Yamaha grand piano has been 

purchased and located there for future concerts and eisteddfodau – once covid restrictions come to 

an end. The eight teaching classrooms are a well-deserved home for the Welsh Department. The 

private office of Gareth Williams, the Acting Deputy Headteacher and former Head of the Welsh 

Department is strategically located in the building. It is pleasing to see the pupils now benefiting 

from being able to use the new external sports’ resources, particularly after wet periods where this 

was not previously possible for them to do so as a result of the old muddy playing fields. Click on 

the following link to view updates on all the developments. https://yggwyr.org.uk/en/gwyr-gallery/ 

8 Further work is currently underway on the school site. 
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Further work is currently underway on the school site. The Drama Studio is being renovated and 

improved as well as the old canteen as the new dedicated Music Department with plenty of 

resources and space for musical tuition. This work is again part of the Welsh Government's Band B 

capital expenditure plan. The school has already purchased a new 'John Broadwood' grand piano to 

be located in the new Music Department and is also investing in significant further resources.  

We expect the refurbishment of the English Department's roof to commence shortly in response to 

requests that have been in the pipeline for over three years for capital funding from the Authority. 

Once the roof work is finished, the intention is to improve the internal rooms of this teaching block. 

Also underway is the renovation of the former Lolfa and kitchen block to become a modern and 

effective centre for the Sixth Form only as from September 2022 onwards. There is also significant 

work underway to improve the school car park to focus on traffic safety on site and ensure that 

vehicles do not inter-mix with pupils. 

The strategic locating of departments to correspond with the requirements of Curriculum for Wales 

has been a challenge but we are finally seeing progress to our planning.  Welsh is of course now 

located in the new building and work is underway to improve the English block.  Music is moving to 

its new location which will soon be based with the other departments within the same Area of 

Learning and Experience of the Expressive Arts.  The Department of International Languages has 

settled for almost two years now in the former Music Department building and the Physical 

Education Department has seen significant investment in their resources. The staff of this 

Department will soon be moving their teaching rooms to the cabins near the Sports Hall/sports’ 

facilities to ensure greater unity of the Health and Wellbeing Area of Learning and Experience. The 

Mathematics Department is moving to the former Sixth Form Centre site from September 2022 

thus establishing a unified Area of Learning and Experience. 

Various plans are underway to re-paint areas including the English Department and the main 

school building including the Hall and the former Mathematics Department. We are also embarking 

on a scheme to improve the quality of some internal floors and to re-surface areas the yard. We 

have also initiated discussions to re-design the boys/girls' toilets of the main building.  

All of this, of course, is only possible as a result of the funding we now have in reserve following 

the Covid-19 lockdown periods where the school's financial expenditure has been less than had 

been planned for within the budget. We are currently working on plans to improve other areas 

around the school in 2022/23 and 2023/24 including the Science Department as the focus of a 

rolling programme over the next few years. 

 

SCHOOL TOILETS/DRINKING WATER  

The school has a sufficient number of toilets on site in relation to pupil numbers. Toilets are located 

in most of the main teaching blocks earmarked for the use of specific school years.  . Adequate staff 

toilets, in accordance with staff numbers, are also provided. The toilets are cleaned to a high 

standard on a daily basis by the Local Authority’s Cleaning Services. All toilets are inspected daily 

by cleaners and site staff. Toilet requisites are provided from school budget. Most of the toilet areas 

have electronic hand dryers.  Also, a supply of clean drinking water is usually available throughout 

the school day to pupils and staff, but this is limited at present due to the impact of Covid-19.  



 

 

SCHOOL DAY TIMES  

  

  8.30      Teachers in their registration classrooms  

  8.40          Pupils to go to their registration classroom destinations   

  9.00          Lesson 1   

  9.50          Lesson 2    

10.40          Break   

11.00     Lesson 3   

11.50     Lesson 4   

12.40          Lunch for Yrs. 10-13 - Lesson 5 for Yrs. 7-9    

  1.30          Lunch for Yrs. 7-9 - Lesson 5 for Yrs. 10-13    

  2.20       Lesson 6   

  2.50          Commence the release of pupils.    

 

 

TERM DATES AND SCHOOL CLOSURE PERIODS 2021-22 

 

  Half Term Closure   

    

Term Start From To End Days 

Autumn 

2021 

Thursday 

2 

September 

Monday 

25 October 

Friday 

29 October 

Friday 

17 December 

72 

Spring 

2022 

Tuesday 

4 January 

Monday 

21 

February 

Friday 

25 February 

Friday 

8 April 

64 

Summer 

2022 

Monday 

25 April 

Monday 

30 May 

Friday 

3 June 

Friday 

22 July 

59 

 Total 195 

The school will be closed for the following INSET and Preparation days on: 

02/09/21, 29/11/21, 04/01/22, 18/2/22, 24/04/22, 23/06/22, 14/07/22.  May day will fall on 2 

May 2021.  
 

FINANCIAL DETAILS (April '20 - March '21)  

For information relating to the school budget 2020-21, refer to the Appendix provided by the 

City and County of Swansea.    
  

Once again, members of the Governing Body did not claim any travel or subsistence costs. 

Despite this, the Governors would like to thank the school for providing tea/coffee and biscuits 

as light refreshments at the Governing Body meetings – this is greatly appreciated.  
  

We thank the ‘Friends of Gŵyr’ for their consistent work in raising money and for their regular 

valuable contributions towards equipment/resources bought as part of the School Development 

Plan. 

 

We also wish to declare that at no time have Governors/School Staff received financial benefits 

or other favours during 2020-21.   



 

 

YSGOL/SCHOOL: Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr   
    

MANTOLEN 
GWARIANT/STATEMENT OF 
ACTUAL EXPENDITURE 2020/21     
    

 
Gwariant 

Dirprwyedig/Delegated 
Expenditure 

Gwariant heb 
Ddirprwyo/ 

Non-Delegated 
Expenditure 

Cyfanswm 
Gwariant 

Net/Total Net 
Expenditure 

 £ £ £ 

Cyflogau Athrawon/Teachers Salaries 3,479,789 19,807 3,499,596 

Cyflogau/Salaries 830,890 125,457 956,347 
Costau eraill ar y Cyflogau/Other Employee 
Costs 546 -720 -174 

Safle/Premises 156,333  156,333 

Trafnidiaeth/Transport 2,638 533,114 535,752 
Gwasanaethau ac Adnoddau/Supplies & 
Services 383,783  383,783 

Ad-daliadau/Recharges 151,773 1,058 152,831 
    

Gwariant Crynswth/Gross 
Expenditure 5,005,752 678,717 5,684,469 

    

Incwm Grant/Grant Income -496,548  -496,548 

Incwm/Other Income -89,389 -86,435 -175,824 
    

Incwm Crynswth/Gross Income -585,936 -86,435 -672,371 
    

Gwariant - Net - Expenditure 4,419,815 592,282 5,012,097 
    

    

WRTH GEFN/RESERVES:  £  
DOSRANIAD FFORMIWLA TERFYNOL 
FINAL FORMULA ALLOCATION:  

4,956,569 
 

CYFANSWM GWARIANT NET 
TOTAL NET EXPENDITURE:  

4,419,815 
 

TROSGLWYDDO I/WRTH) YR WRTH GEFN 
TRANSFER TO/(FROM) RESERVES:  

536,754 
 

    
BALANS AGORIADOL AR YR WRTH GEFN 
OPENING BALANCE ON RESERVES 
01/04/20  

176,631 
 

BALANS CAU AR YR WRTH GEFN  
CLOSING BALANCE ON RESERVES: 
31/03/21  

713,384 
 



 

 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENTS 2021  
  

Warmest congratulations to our staff and pupils for all the hard work undertaken resulting in the 

achievement of such excellent KS4 and KS5 results.   
  

This year, see the Appendix giving full details of the results.   
  

Season: June 2021 Qualification: GCSE 

Subject  Studs  A* A B C D E G F U 

PE  43 5 10 15 7 6 0 0 0 0 

RE  35 9 9 10 6 0 1 0 0 0 

GERMAN  2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

MEDIA STUDIES  6 0 1 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ART  28 5 4 8 5 2 1 0 3 1 

MUSIC  16 8 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 

COMPUTING  23 3 6 7 2 2 1 0 2 0 

WELSH LITERATURE  132 23 27 50 25 7 0 0 0 0 

WELSH LANGUAGE  155 27 39 44 32 9 3 0 1 0 

GEOGRAPHY  28 12 4 8 1 3 0 0 0 0 

DRAMA  19 6 5 5 2 1 0 0 0 0 

DT  38 7 6 14 8 0 3 0 0 0 

PHOTOGRAPHY  25 3 7 3 9 2 1 0 0 0 

FRENCH  32 20 3 6 3 0 0 0 0 0 

HISTORY  38 12 11 11 3 1 0 0 0 0 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  39 8 8 10 6 3 2 0 2 0 

MATHEMATICS  155 38 13 59 27 13 5 0 0 0 

MATHEMATICS NUMERACY  111 29 15 51 14 2 0 0 0 0 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  155 33 39 60 14 2 0 0 0 0 

ENGLISH LITERATURE  142 14 31 45 43 8 1 0 0 0 

SPANISH  17 5 2 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 

TEXTILES  3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

LATIN L1 10 4 1 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

 Studs 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

ELECTRONICS (Eduqas)  13 2 2 2 5 1 1 0 0 0 

LATIN (Eduqas) 9 2 1 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 

WELSH BAC  Studs  A* A B C D P1    

SKILLS CHALLENGE KS4  141 15 22 46 54 0 5    



 

 

DOUBLE AWARD   

QUALIFICATION  GCSE 
AMOUNT 

ENG 
AMOUNT 

WEL **  *A AA  AB  BB  BC  CC  CD  DD  DE  EE  EF FG GG 

SCIENCE  121 34 38 5 7 12 27 14 25 18 2 1 2 2 1 1 

QUALIFICATIONS L2 STUDS Dist Merit U 
ADDITIONAL MATHS L L2  23 19 3 1 
QUALIFICATIONS L1 STUDS Pass     
SWEET 7 7   

 

VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS  
Studs Dist* Dist Merit2 PassL2 PassL1 

PUBLIC SERVICES (BTEC L1/2) 25 3 2 4 9 7 
HOSPITALITY & CATERING (CERT. L1/2) 22 5 2 6 5 4 

 

    LEVEL  

ENTRY LEVEL  Studs 3 2 1 

MATHEMATICS  2 2 0 0 

SCIENCE  2 2 0 0 

ENGLISH  21 21 0 0 

WELSH 4 4 0 0 

 

Season: June 2021 Qualification: GCE / AS 
Subject  Studs  A B C D E U 

RE (GCE AS)  5 2 0 3 0 0 0 

PE (GCE AS)  9 2 4 2 1 0 0 

MEDIA STUDIES (GCE AS)  8 3 2 0 2 1 0 

BUSINESS STUDIES (Applied Cert L3)  3 0 0 2 1 0 0 

BIOLOGY (GCE AS)  22 9 8 1 4 0 0 

ART AND DESIGN (GCE AS)  3 1 2 0 0 0 0 

CHEMISTRY (GCE AS)  26 9 8 5 1 2 1 

MUSIC (GCE AS)  5 3 2 0 0 0 0 

COMPUTING (GCE AS)  2 1 1 0 0 0 0 

WELSH IA (GCE AS)  7 4 3 0 0 0 0 

GEOGRAPHY (GCE AS)  9 2 4 3 0 0 0 

DRAMA (GCE AS)  3 0 3 0 0 0 0 

D.T. (GCE AS)  15 4 6 1 2 1 1 

ELECTRONICS (GCE AS)  2 1 1 0 0 0 0 

PHYSICS (GCE AS)  20 11 2 4 2 0 1 

PHOTOGRAPHY (GCE AS)  9 3 3 2 1 0 0 

FRENCH (GCE AS)  4 3 1 0 0 0 0 

POLITICS (GCE AS)  3 2 0 1 0 0 0 

HISTORY (GCE AS)  16 8 3 2 3 0 0 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (GCE AS)  20 9 2 7 1 0 1 

MATHEMATICS (GCE AS)  28 20 5 1 1 1 0 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS (GCE AS) 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ENGLISH (GCE AS)  10 2 4 2 1 1 0 



 

 

PSYCHOLOGY (GCE AS)  12 7 2 3 0 0 0 

TEXTILES (GCE AS) 5 1 3 1 0 0 0 

TOURISM (L3 CERTIFICATE) 3 1 0 0 0 0 2 
        

L3 CERTIFICATE Studs Dist* Dist Merit Pass   

FOOD SCIENCE & NUTRITION 3 0 0 3 0   
 

Season: June 2021  Qualification: GCE / A Level 

Subject  Studs A* A B C D E U 
RE (GCE A)  7 1 3 2 0 1 0 0 

PE (GCE A)  4 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 
MEDIA STUDIES (GCE A)  2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 

BUSINESS STUDIES (Diploma L3)  1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

BIOLOGY (GCE A)  27 9 11 6 1 0 0 0 
ART AND DESIGN (GCE A)  5 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 

CHEMISTRY (GCE A)  31 6 10 7 7 1 0 0 
MUSIC (GCE A)  2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

COMPUTING (GCE)  1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

WELSH IA (GCE A)  9 2 3 2 2 0 0 0 

GEOGRAPHY (GCE A)  3 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 

DRAMA (GCE A)  3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 
D.T. (GCE A) 9 1 2 4 1 1 0 0 

ELECTRONICS (GCE A)  6 0 1 1 3 0 1 0 

PHYSICS (GCE A)  15 2 8 3 2 0 0 0 

PHOTOGRAPHY (GCE A)  9 2 2 2 2 1 0 0 

FRENCH (GCE A)  3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 
POLITICS (GCE A)  1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HISTORY (GCE A)  12 2 7 3 0 0 0 0 

MATHEMATICS (GCE A)  31 26 4 1 0 0 0 0 

FURTHER MATHS. (GCE A)  2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ENGLISH (GCE A)  9 1 3 1 3 1 0 0 

PSYCHOLOGY (GCE A)  10 2 3 3 2 0 0 0 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (GCE A)  9 0 3 3 3 0 0 0 

WELSH BAC 

SKILLS CHALLENGE - TYST.L3  74 21 22 14 14 0 3 0 

 

A LEVEL DOUBLE 
AWARD 
QUALIFICATION 

Students ** *A AA AB BB BC CC CD DD DE EE 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL 

CARE (GCE AD) 
9 0 1 2 1 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 

BTEC QUALIFICATION Students D* D M P 

PUBLIC SERVICES L3 BTEC  12 1 4 5 2 
ENGINEERING L3 BTEC 7 4 0 3 0 



 

 

SCHOOL CULTURAL AND SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS OUTSIDE THE 

CLASSROOM 2020/21  

We extend our many congratulations to the pupils for their successes in both cultural and sporting 

spheres outside the classroom again in during a very challenging year.   We also thank the staff for all 

their support.  
  

See Appendix for full details.  
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A CELEBRATION OF THE ACTIVITIES AND 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF YSGOL GYFUN GŴYR PUPILS 

 
2020-2021 has been another exceptional year that has challenged all aspects of life at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr. 

But despite the concerns caused by the Pandemic, it's good to be able to continue to celebrate the 

outstanding achievements of our school's talented pupils in countless extra-curricular activities! This is 

conclusive proof of the exceptional diligence and perseverance of our pupils here at Gŵyr. It's so lovely to 

see that some things remain unchanged! Thank you to all the staff who volunteer and dedicate their time so 

tirelessly to ensure that our school pupils have access to such a rich and wide range of varied activities. 

This contributes so much to the emotional well-being, health, creativity, confidence and development of our 

pupils in becoming complete citizens. The opportunities on offer are incredible, and the successes at all 

levels are breathtaking. Here is a taste of our children's innate talent! 

 

 

ON THE SPORTS FIELD 
 

Physical Education Achievements 2020-2021 

Cricket  

• The following pupils were selected for the Wales Cricket Squad. Following lockdown, they were able 

to play several games over the summer: 

Theo Rogers Yr 8 (selected as team captain), 

Lewis Edwards Yr 9 and Ollie Rogers Yr 10.   

• Thomas Edwards Yr 7 was selected for the Wales Under 12 Cricket Squad. 

• Thomas Edwards, Max Holland and Elis Thomas Yr 7, Theo Rogers and Evan 

Godwin Yr 8, Lewis Edwards, John Mann, Cai Gealy, Tomos Chivers, Ryan Evans 

and Harri Rees Yr 9 and Ollie Rogers Yr 10 are all members of 

South Wales Cricket teams for their age group. 

• Thomas Edwards Yr 7 and Theo Rogers Yr 8 are members of the Wales  

Under 13 Cricket Team. Theo has captained the team several times. 

• Lewis Edwards Yr 9 is a member of the Wales Cricket Team (under 14). 

• Ollie Rogers Yr 10 is a member of the Wales Cricket Team (under 15). 

Rugby  

• Joe Rees, Ben Thomas, Morgan James Yr 12 and Cameron Jones Yr 13 have secured a place in 

the Ospreys Squad (under 18).  

• The following Yr 11 boys have secured a place in the Ospreys Under 16 West Squad – Alex Jones 

and Kallum Morris. Ben Morris has also secured a place in the squad despite being a year younger. 

• Cameron Jones Yr 13 has been selected for the Wales Under 20 Rugby Squad for the Six Nations 

Championship that will take place in Cardiff this year. Quite a feat as he is 2 years younger. 

Cameron won his first cap coming off the bench in two of the games. He started the game against 

Scotland on Tuesday 14 July. 

Football 

• Elis Thomas Yr 7 is a member of Llanelli Town AFC Academy. 

• Arthur Downing and Jack Goddard Yr 7 have both secured a place in the Swansea Under 13 

Schools Football Team (one year early). 



• Kyle Hughes Yr.10 is a member of Llanelli Town AFC Academy. Kyle, along with Joe Holland, also 

from Yr.10, have secured a place in the Swansea Under 15 Schools Football Squad. 

• Lewis Bell and Sonny-Jay Bourne from Yr.11 have both secured a place in the Swansea Under 15 

Schools Football Team. This is the fifth year running that Lewis has reached the squad, while Sonny 

gains his place for the first time. 

• Lola Cannon and Gwennan Phillips Yr.7, Evie Davies, Sophie Stevens, Lauren Elimelech and 

Menna Thomas Yr.8 have each secured a place in the Swansea Under 13 Girls Schools Football 

Team. 

• Arthur Downing and Jack Goddard Yr.7, Liam Didams Yr.8, Kyle Hughes and Joe Holland Yr.10, 

Lewis Bell, Osian Fitzgerald-Davies and Sonny-Jay Bourne Yr.11 have all secured a place in the 

Swansea Schools Football Squad for their particular age group. 

• Arthur Downing and Jack Goddard Yr 7 were in the Swansea Schools Football Team which won the 

Welsh Cup in early July 19. 

• Sophie Stephens Yr.8 was selected for the Wales Squad for her age. 

Cross-country 

• Congratulations to Aled Tumelty Yr.11 on coming fifth in the Welsh Schools 

Cross-country Championship at Pembrey (when he was in Yr.10 before 

lockdown). As a result, he was selected to represent the Wales Cross-

country Team which was due to compete in the Short London Marathon. 

Unfortunately, it was delayed due to the lockdown period. 

Athletics 

• When he was in Yr.10 before lockdown, Dylan Morgan Yr.11 won the pentathlon (800 m, 200 m, 

long jump, shot-put and hurdles) at the Welsh Schools Indoor Athletics Championship in Cardiff. As 

a result, he was selected to represent the Welsh Athletics Team in the pentathlon and competed at 

the SAIAB (British Athletics Championships) in Glasgow. 

• When he was in Yr.10 before lockdown, William Trott Yr.11 won the pole vault at the Welsh Schools 

Indoor Athletics Championship in Cardiff, and also broke the Welsh record for boys under 15. As a 

result, he was selected to represent the Welsh Athletics Team in the pole vault and competed at the 

SAIAB (British Athletics Championships) in Glasgow. William won this competition in the boys under 

15 section, and came second in the boys under 17 section. 

Gymnastics 

• Congratulations to Fay Ross Yr.8 on being selected for the Welsh 

Gymnastics Squad. 

Hockey  

• Rosie Jones Yr.10 secured a place in the Welsh Hockey Team (under 16).  

 

Tennis 

• Nia Lewis Yr.8 was selected for the South Wales Under 14 Squad. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 
 

Following a very challenging year for the children due to the lack of activities across the whole school, 

a month of successful activities was held in July 2021. A total of 44 pupils completed the Bronze 

Expedition on the Gower in July.  

23 Sixth-formers (a combination of Yr.12 and Yr.13 pupils) had committed to achieving the Gold Award 

this year. The weather during the expedition was a combination of wet, foggy and hot (surprisingly, no 

snow fell!), and permission from the county arrived very late in the year. So, the two 4-day expeditions 

had to be held over two consecutive weekends. The expedition and the weather were extremely 

challenging for the pupils! However, everyone completed the expedition. Pupils continue to work on 

finishing the volunteering, physical entertainment and skills sections that take 18 months to complete. 

 
 

ON THE CULTURAL STAGE 

Welshness 

 

• During the lockdown period, an Instagram account was created to communicate with pupils. 

Members of the Sixth Form started managing the account every Saturday, and featured their 

favourite songs and activities (e.g. Instagram programmes/accounts) with the audience. This was 

also extended to KS3 and KS4. 

• Also shared on Instagram and Twitter were Welsh songs and Urdd and Menter activities. The 

response was positive but it's difficult to identify the number of pupils involved due to the nature of 

social media. Relevant information was also shared with Yrs 7-9 tutors so that they could contact 

the registration classes. 

• Yrs 7 and 8 classes continue with the Welshness leaflet. As a reward, they are given extra break 

time (at registration).  

• Yrs 7 and 8 celebrated Welsh Language Music Day on 15 October with a gig by Bronwen Lewis, 

and the video can be reused. The pupils were delighted. 

• All classes in Yr 7 have been preparing assemblies (fortnightly) which include an element of 

Welshness, e.g. 7B on migration to Patagonia and 7C on Tryweryn. 

• A competition to produce Welshness posters was also held for Yrs 7-9. These are to be collected. 

• As there are no activities held on the school site, we continue to promote 'The BIG Hour', hosted on-

line by the Urdd. 

• 7N won a Welshness Leaflet award in a competition for Yrs 7 and 8. Their reward was a 

pizza party care of Cegin Mr Henry (Mr Henry's Kitchen).  

• Yr 7 pupils created a video for the Language Charter's 'Dragon's Den' in Swansea,  

and achieved the maximum award of £600. The money will be spent on the Welshness  

activities in school. 

• On Wednesday 16 June, the pupils (and staff!) had the opportunity to wear red to show 

their support for the Welsh Football Team. The sum of £873 was raised for Felindre 

Hospital cancer services. 

• Menter Iaith Abertawe established an online league ('Fantasy Football') for Swansea 

schools. 

The information was shared with the tutors, and a number of classes followed the fortunes 

of their chosen teams during registration – a great opportunity for discussing the Euros in  

Welsh. 

• Sixth Form pupils have been working with Menter Iaith by volunteering 

at their local football club for the benefit of primary pupils. The local Menter Iaith 

collaborates with the Swans Football Team on this. 

 



Shwmae Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr  
 

On this year's Shwmae Sumae day in September, Yrs 7, 8 and 9 pupils had the privilege of being 
part of a gig by singer Bronwen Lewis in their classes. Bronwen Lewis recorded her set of songs 
especially for the pupils, who had the opportunity to sit back and listen to her thrilling 
performance. Her songs included originals and Welsh translations of popular English songs. 
What a great opportunity! Many of the pupils also enjoyed following Oriel Odl's video clip in order 
to produce colourful illustrations to celebrate the day. 
 

 

St David's Day Celebration – Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr's Chair Competition  

 

Warmest congratulations to Gwenno Robinson on winning the 2021 Ysgol Gyfun 

Gŵyr Chair! Also to Elena Ruddy and Ffion Morgan on becoming joint second, and 

Ffion Howells and Gwenno Robinson on becoming joint third! Many thanks to Megan 

Lewis for delivering a very comprehensive adjudication. Congratulations to all who 

competed – it was good to hear that we have talented writers in our midst. Keep 

developing your creative-writing talents!!  

Here is an extract from the adjudication by Megan Lewis (winner of the 2018 Young 

Farmers Eisteddfod Chair and Crown), adjudicator of the 2021 Eisteddfod Chair at 

Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr: 

 

‘Thank you very much for the privilege of judging the Chair competition at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr's Eisteddfod 

2021, also held virtually this year – yes, over Teams! I have enjoyed this task immensely, and may I firstly 

congratulate you all for competing. I know how hard this last year, and more, has been for you – missing 

friends, missing the structure and stability of school, and the increasing pressures at home as we all try to 

continue to do our work and live our daily lives under one roof. Finding a glimmer of creativity in such bleak 

times and in such challenging circumstances is quite a feat, and I take my hat off to you as there are fresh, 

vibrant and enterprising masterpieces in this year's competition. Many congratulations to all of you.' 

 

Equal third I place:    Blonden Bincfelen – Gwenno Robinson Yr 13  

Pili Pala – Ffion Howells Yr 12 

Equal second I place:   Dan Glo – Elena Ruddy Yr 11  

Margaret Mererid – Ffion Morgan Yr 13 

But the winner, and a winner who is completely  

worthy of the 2021 Chair, is:             Ceridwen – Gwenno Robinson Yr 13  

 

‘Many congratulations and keep it up.’ 

 

 

THE MUSICAL ARENA 

 
Musical successes 

• David Ingham Yr 10 – he reached the final 10 of the International Young 

Talented Composers Competition. He succeeded in composing a 

concerto. 

• Lily Hall Yr 10 – has successfully secured a place in the orchestra at the 

Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama in Cardiff.  

• David Ingham Yr 10 – has successfully secured a place in the orchestra 

at the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama in Cardiff. 



• National Youth Choir of Wales 2020 – Rhys James and Matthew Lewis, Yr 12, have secured places 

in the National Youth Choir of Wales. 

• The School competed in several virtual competitions for individuals and choirs at the Urdd Virtual 

Eisteddfod in May 2021. 

Senior Girls' Choir  

Senior Boys' Choir  

Boys' Duet – Dominic Harrison Yr 13 and Matthew Lewis Yr 12 

Boys' Solo – Matthew Lewis Yr 12 

Woodwind Solo – Lili Hall Yr 10 

• Congratulations to Elena Ruddy Yr 11 (Harp), Lily Hall Yr 10 (Flute), and David Ingham Yr 10 (Harp 

and Flute) for passing the Grade 8 examinations in the specified instruments.  

Eisteddfod T 2021 
 
Congratulations to the following for competing in the Urdd's Eisteddfod T this year. We thank them for their 

efforts in competing. 

• Yrs 7, 8 and 9 Solo Ffion Condon 

• Yr 7 and Under 25 Boys' Choir Bois Ifanc Gŵyr 

• Yr 7 and under 25 Girls' Choir Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr's Girls' Choir 

• Yr 7 and under 25 Band or Solo Artist Band y Gwylliaid Cochion 

• Yr 7 and under 25 Duet or Instrumental Ensemble Yr 11 Bubble – Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr 

• Yr 10 and under 19 Instrumental Solo Elena Ruddy  

• Yr 10 and under 19 Instrumental Solo David Ingham 

• Yr 10 and under 19 Instrumental Solo Elin Rolles 

• Yr 10 and under 25 Introducing a Folk Song Elena Ruddy  

 

Cogurdd: The Cake Competition 
 
Rhianwen Hopkin, Amy Thomas, Gwennan Howells, Amelia Mudd, Brion Thomas, Asia de Pompeis, 
William Russell, Ffion Condon, Gruff Evans, Jessica Wilton, Owain Ruddy 

 

LITERARY SUCCESS 
 

The Dafydd Rowlands Memorial Prize 

One of the highlights on the Welsh Department's calendar is attending the Dafydd 

Rowlands Memorial Prize evening. 

This is a literary competition set up in memory of the marvellous writer. The 

competition is open to Sixth Form pupils in Swansea Valley schools, and pupils 

are asked to write two literary works in any form. The Dafydd Rowlands Memorial 

Award Ceremony was held on Zoom this year, and it was pleasing to learn that 

Anest Williams, Yr 13, was the winner. Her work, which comprised of both a story 

and a poem, was highly commended by the adjudicator, John Evans. He noted that the strength of her work 

was the ability to demonstrate complete mastery of the two skills, that of writing gripping prose and composing 

powerful nad memorable poetry. Anest will receive a special Trophy and a cheque for £400. 

 



 

Under 19 Barddas Award 

D Gwyn Evans Barddas Trophy  

Warmest congratulations to Elena Ruddy on winning the D Gwyn Evans 

Barddas Trophy which is usually presented on the Literary Tent stage at the 

National Eisteddfod. The award this year was presented virtually on the 

school grounds by Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr's Headteacher! The D Gwyn Evans 

Trophy is presented annually to a poet aged 16-25 for the best poem in the competition. It was quite a feat 

for Elena to have won given that the competition is open to university students up to the age of 25, but a 

deserving recognition (in the School's opinion) of Elena's literary talents. The theme of her poem was 'Twyll' 

('Betrayal'). 

BETRAYAL (paraphrased)  

Like a magician, the weather comes  

With its early, mysterious sun,  

Imitating June;  

And the shoots begin to grow.  

 

The shortest month's sun with its lovely smile  

Enticing the sweetest spring flowers  

from the soil, all racing to be first  

To announce the end of winter.  

 

From the soil appears her frail face,  

A fair face, bowing her shapely  

Neck, with subtle colours  

Blushing her shy cheeks.  

 

But all too soon comes the blue ice  

To demand her lively cheeks,  

And the land around is desolate; 

The nasty conjurer is cunning. 

Barddas Poetry Competition 2021 for Yrs 12 and 13  

Warm congratulations to Elena Ruddy on winning the Yrs 12 and 13 Barddas 

Poetry Competition. The challenge was to compose a poem on the theme 'Ha 

Bach Mihangel' ('An Indian Summer'), with a prize of £50 and a ticket to Gŵyl 

Gerallt (The Gerallt Festival) to be presented to the winner. Elena excelled once 

again in a high-quality popular competition.  

 
The Dafydd Ap Gwilym Society Eisteddfod 
 
Congratulations to Gwenno Robinson on winning the Oxford University  

Dafydd ap Gwilym Society Eisteddfod Chair this year. She also won the third prize. The winning composition 

was a short story written at the start of the pandemic and which attempted to predict how a global 'infection'  

would impact society. Congratulations to Ffion Morgan on winning the second prize, again for a short story, 

based on the story of a refugee fleeing the Far East. And congratulations to Anest Williams on winning the 

second prize for composing a piece of poetry in the Crown Competition.  

 



Creating a Short Film 

Two pupils were successful in Menter Iaith Abertawe's short 

film competition in June. The pupils responded to the theme 

'Freedom', producing clever, high-quality work. Elena 

Ruddy excelled in the 14-16 year old category, and Gwenno 

Robinson in the 16-18 category. The films can be viewed 

on YouTube and the incredible work and time spent on 

them is clear. The work can be viewed on Menter Iaith Abertawe's channel. 

 

 

Photography 
Congratulations to Katie Porter Yr 11 on winning third prize in one of the Eisteddfod T 
competitions. Katie created a series of photographic images in the competition for 
young people aged 14-25. A great achievement given the huge number of entrants in 
this competition.  
 

 

History/Auschwitz 

Three pupils took part again this year in the virtual 'Lessons from Auschwitz' 
scheme. Pupils Gwenno Robinson, Anest Williams and Megan Cameron had 
the opportunity to hear the testimony of a Holocaust survivor, to learn about 
German Jewish life before the outbreak of the war, and to create a short video 
looking back at the victims' experiences.  

 

In January 2021, members of the Yr 13 History class recorded a video 

on the theme of hope for Holocaust Memorial Day in the County of 

Swansea. A video of the girls reciting T Gwynn Jones' poem 

'Gwenoliaid' ('Swallows') was created, and the video was played as 

part of the county's virtual programme at the Brangwyn Hall. Their 

video, which recounted the hope and perseverance of the Jews in the 

aftermath of the Holocaust horrors, was broadcast on the County's 

social media channels to commemorate and remember this important day.  

 

DAWN AR DAFOD (TALENTED TONGUES) 

 
Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr's Public Speaking Teams reach the top! 

The Rotary's Public Speaking Team 

Huge congratulations to Ffion Morgan, Anest Williams and Gwenno Robinson, 

members of Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr's Public Speaking Team, on winning this year's 

Rotary Competition. We are so proud of your success in this highly competitive and 

high-quality competition. Congratulations to Anest Williams on winning the Best 

Proposer award and Gwenno Robinson on winning the Best Objector award. The 

icing on the cake was the announcement that Gwenno was the Best Speaker of the 

competition among all South Wales schools – quite an achievement!!! The team's keynote speech this year 

was 'This house believes that Wales is not for sale'! 

 
 
 



Public Speaking – The Morgan Foundation Challenge 
 
Gwenno Robinson and Cadi Trick, Yr 13, were shortlisted for the Morgan Foundation Challenge,  

a Geography public-speaking competition at this year's Urdd Eisteddfod. The girls competed against two 

other schools on 4 June. 

They reached the final round after sending a clip of themselves arguing for and 

against the question, 'Is now the time to declare a climate crisis?’ 

Congratulations to them both for their achievement, and well done especially to Gwenno on winning the Best 

Speaker in Favour and Best Speaker awards in the competition. 

 

ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

The Engineering Team  

2020-21 Due to higher numbers than usual of pupils studying Physics to AS 

Level this year, this resulted in an increase in applications and the projects 

being held virtually for the time being. As the applicants were of a very high 

standard, it was decided to accept more than usual, which led to two teams 

competing against each another. The Yr. 12 team members were –  

Team 1 Jayden Mahoney (Captain), Gruff Robinson, Tomos Besley, Dylan 

Allen, Matthew Lewis 

Team 2 Grace Gormley (Captain), Millie Phillips, Lily Williams, Kian Richards, Christian Morton, Dylan 

Brannigan 

Two quality projects were produced, with two recorded presentations to accompany them. The groups were 

asked about their work in a Q & A session at the end of June, and the judges commended one of the teams 

in particular. So, warm congratulations to Engineering Team 1 on winning the Best Use of Mechanical 

Engineering Principles award at the EESW competition. It was a fierce competition against 34 other teams 

across Wales. The team was also nominated for a second prize, the Best Application of Science award. 

 

SUPPORTING OUR FELLOW-MEN 
 

Charitable 

 

Providing Refreshments for the Homeless 
 
At the beginning of December, Mr Lloyd Henry and the Yr 10 
Catering course pupils cooked soup to feed people in need in 
Swansea, such as the homeless. Mr Henry and the pupils succeeded in preparing gallons of delicious and 
nutritious soup for distribution to the needy via Zak's Place in the city. Capel Seion Waunarlwydd, with the 

help of Rev. Derek Rees, bought the necessary vegetables and delivered them to school. 
 

St Catherine's Food Bank 

The current Yr 10 has been collecting produce for the food bank in Gorseinon for three years – a way of 

supporting a local charity and local families without asking for money. This year, during the two weeks 

before the October half-term, all pupils were asked to contribute at least one item (although many pupils 

contributed a lot more). Pupils contributed items suitable for the food bank – dry foods, tins and toiletries. 

Due to the COVID-19 situation, we had to isolate the items before transferring them. At the end of 

November, Yr 7 pupils loaded 17 boxes and 43 plastic bags full of food into the minibus, which were then 

delivered to the Food Bank at St Catherine's Church in Gorseinon. The Food Bank, which operates under 



the umbrella of the Trussell Trust, very much appreciated such a generous contribution, especially during a 

difficult and uncertain time for many. The efforts of pupils in Yrs 7, 9 and 10 have been greatly appreciated 

– the food will make a difference to the lives of so many in our community. 

 

Raising £300 for Macmillan  

Thanks to Mr Henry from the Catering department for his hard work again this year in hosting the 

Macmillan Coffee Morning at the end of September. All members of staff would normally donate cakes and 

confectionery to the feast, but due to this year's restrictions, the usual arrangements were not possible. Mr 

Henry therefore saved the day by creating delicious lunchboxes for the staff, with the staff then donating 

money to the good cause. The school staff raised a very worthy sum of over £300. 

 

Macmillan Walk – GOWER HIKING CHALLENGE 
 
On Saturday 10 July, a team of over 40 teachers from Ysgol Gyfun 
Gŵyr walked 25 miles along the Gower Peninsula trails in support of 
Macmillan Cancer Support, a cause very close to the heart of the 
school. The walk was a success in 2019, and the significant impact of 
COVID-19 on our local charities was an added impetus to the decision 
to go ahead 
with the hike this year. A target of £3,000 was set for the hike, a figure which has 

been smashed by the sum of £8,000 to date. It is hoped that the very honourable 

sum can be transferred to the Macmillan charity during the summer. 

 

 

Children's Rights Groups 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, it has not been possible for the numerous rights working groups to meet 

face to face this year. However, virtual meetings were successfully held using Microsoft Teams, and this 

gave pupils a good opportunity to come together to discuss issues relating to equality and rights. During the 

term, Black History Month was celebrated with the distribution, across the school site, of posters on 

important black people who have influenced our world. The aim was to draw pupils' attention to the 

significant contribution black people have made to our world, and this was achieved effectively. 

In addition, a blog called Article 55 was launched, to which many of our pupils had the opportunity to 

contribute written articles on issues relating to children and young people's rights. Among the articles 

contributed was a discussion on the "Black Lives Matter" campaign, the importance of "Pride" holidays, as 

well as the "White Savior Complex", which involves the concept of white people going to the poor countries 

of the world to "save" the local inhabitants. The articles were certainly mature and intelligent and a fitting 

tribute to all the work of the working groups. 

Two of our pupils – Anwen Rodaway and Ffion-Haf Davies – have also been extremely active with the 

Welsh Youth Parliament. Both were elected to represent the charity Learning Disability Wales and the 

Gower constituency at the last Youth Parliament election. Since then, they have been members of the 

Parliament's Litter and Waste Committee, which published its report and recommendations in November. 

Sincere thanks to them both for their excellent work. 

 

 
 
 
 



Plant Cymru (Welsh Children's Magazine) 
 
Many congratulations to Ffion Haf Davies Yr 13, and Elena Ruddy Yr 10 who succeeded in getting articles 
on the side effects of COVID-19 published in the Autumn Term Issue of the prestigious Plant Cymru 
magazine. Children's articles are very rarely published, so it was an honour indeed to be offered this 
opportunity. They both wrote about their experiences and concerns regarding their right to education in the 
context of the lockdowns that have hit us this year. 
 

 

5M Wales Campaign – First-time Votes for Youth in Wales 

The School is delighted that two Sixth Form students – Gwenno Robinson (Yr 13) and Simone Bastin (Yr 

12) – are at the forefront of 5M's national campaign to raise youth awareness of the '21 election for the 

Welsh Parliament. They are endeavouring to make sure that as many people as possible over the age of 

16 across Wales DO vote this year. Here is a short piece from them about their work with 5M. 

 

ACADEMIC SUCCESSES AND EXPERIENCES 

 

Yr 13 Farewell Ceremony 
 
A lovely Farewell Ceremony was held in the school's Sixth Form Lounge on the afternoon of Friday 28 May 

to wish Yr 13 well as they complete their seven-year period at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr. 

Various awards were presented, and, following the Headteacher's reminiscences about the attributes and 

merits of this remarkable cohort of pupils, a special address was given by the Rev. Dr Adrian Morgan, 

Vice Chair of Governors. Having enjoyed the formal ceremony, everyone then proceeded to feast on an 

Indian curry and a wonderful cheesecake prepared by Mr Lloyd Henry and Ms Sarah Green, and served by 

other school staff members. The ceremony was held and the food eaten with adherence to social-

distancing rules and the donning of masks, and use was made of the external areas close to the lounge to 

mitigate the potential spread of COVID-19. A heartfelt thank you to the head pupils and the Headteacher 

and Sixth Form Deputy Head for all the work involved in organizing the activity under such challenging 

conditions. 

 

Swansea's online Science Festival 

 

At the end of October, students had a special opportunity to reinforce their understanding of the main 

principles of the Psychodynamic Approach by attending one of the special lectures of this year's virtual 

Festival. The subject of the lecture was 'The Dreams of the Freudian Feminist Hero, Dora'. A highly 

entertaining lecture, that aroused the curiosity of many students and strengthened their understanding of 

the A-level specification concepts, including the subconscious, the roles of the id, the ego and superego, 

and defence mechanisms. 

 

Former pupils' visits to the Department of Welsh and Modern Languages 

 
Mid January we welcomed former pupil Rhys Williams to share his experiences with Yr 11 pupils. Rhys is 
now a BBC news correspondent and feels extremely fortunate to have been educated through the medium 
of Welsh. He talked about all the doors that have opened for him as a Welsh speaker. This discussion was 



extremely important for Yr 11 pupils as they prepare to choose their next step in education and the world of 
work. 
 

The Modern Languages department also welcomed Megan Davies back to school. Megan too works as a 

journalist, and she shared her story of how the French language has helped her on her journey in the world 

of work.  

 

 

The Seren Network 

Yr 12 students were encouraged to participate in the Seren Network again this year. 

The Seren Network was created by Welsh Government to support Wales' brightest pupils to achieve their 

academic potential by encouraging participation in masterclasses, lectures and extra-curricular 

opportunities. Many of our students have benefited from this programme over the years, gaining places on 

highly competitive courses/at highly competitive universities, including Oxford. 

 

Learning Latin  

The school was successful in securing a grant to the sum of £1,000 from Classics for All towards the cost of 

books and staffing to provide Latin lessons for the school's younger pupils during 2019-20. 

The partnership with Swansea University/CWCH continues to deliver KS3 Latin lessons:  

Yr 7: A half-term of Roman/Latin culture sessions made available by giving university students the 

opportunity to complete a Classical Studies degree 'Learning' module. The aim is to engage pupils' interest 

in after-school lessons available to Yr 8 and Yr 9. 

Yr 8: 11 Yr 8 pupils passed the Level 1 certificate with excellent results in June 2020.  

Yr 9: 3 pupils achieved excellent results in Latin Language Level 2 – the equivalent of a full GCSE! 

A new teacher from the university has joined the staff, a Latin PhD student who has completed a PGCE 

course. The 2020-21 provision started in September.  

This year's numbers are 9 GCSE Latin pupils [Yr 9] and 17 Level 1 [Yr 8] pupils, which, once again, are 

healthy numbers; it is clear that the provision meets the needs of many pupils who truly appreciate the 

opportunity to extend their linguistic horizons. 

 

Cambridge Summer School 

Congratulations to Ethan Carmichael Yr 12 on securing a place at Cambridge Summer School. He hopes to 

go to Cambridge to study French and Arabic. 

 

Scientist of the Year – The Dr John Davies Award 2021 

Millie Phillips and Christian Morton were both named scientist of the year at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr. The Dr John 
Davies Award is presented each year to the pupil(s) who achieve the best mark in GCSE Science (Double 
Award). This year's award is based on Yr 10's GCSE results in 2019, when Millie and Christian excelled, 
earning the same total mark. 
Dr John Davies was a gentleman, one of the science champions of Wales, and especially so in the 

Swansea area. Among the many highlights of Dr Davies' career was studying at MIT and also receiving the  



Science and Technology Medal at the 2012 Vale of Glamorgan National Eisteddfod for his services to 

Science and Technology through the medium of Welsh. Dr Davies passed away suddenly in 2016, and it is 

pleasing that his name continues to be associated with science at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr. 

 

 

 

 

The Urdd Mathematics Competition 

 

In April, approximately 70 (out of 670 nationally) Yr 8 pupils at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr  

competed in a mathematical competition held by the Urdd. Each pupil received a 

certificate in the name of the Urdd. 17 of the 670 pupils had shone. Congratulations 

to all who took the plunge and competed, and especially to Amy Thomas (Yr 8) who 

was among the 17 finalists. She received an award in recognition of her 

achievement. 

In similar circumstances to last year, and in conjunction with the Urdd, the winners 

and competition were featured in Twitter messages. This was done during Eisteddfod T week this year. 

 

The UKMT Competition 

UKMT is an organization that aims to promote the education of young people across the UK in 

mathematics. This is achieved by organizing maths skills enrichment activities and national competitions for 

a variety of ages. Over 700,000 pupils across the UK compete annually, with 11 of them coming from Ysgol 

Gyfun Gŵyr this year! 

The following pupils achieved silver and bronze awards in the competition for Sixth-formers, placing them in 

the top 30%, and the best 60% of applicants nationwide, respectively. 

 

Silver Award 

Lili Harries, Dylan Allen 

 

Bronze Award 

Millie Phillips, Jayden Mahoney, Gruff Robinson, Matthew Lewis, Matthew Brown, Reese Burrow 

The pupils, who are mainly in Yr 12, are to be commended for their efforts, and we are hoping for a gold 

award next year, when several of the pupils will be entering the competition once again. 

 

 

The R.A. Butler Prize  

 

Gwenno Robinson of Yr 13 received recognition for her essay in the Cambridge University R.A. Butler Prize 

competition. Her essay, "Why should anyone bother to vote", reached the top eight. She received high 

commendation for her discourse on the subject. 

 

 

Yale Young Global Scholars  

We are very pleased to learn that Dylan Allen Yr 12 has been accepted by Yale University in the United 

States for its Summer School, under the banner of the Yale Young Global Scholars. 

 

 



The Cambridge Competition 

 
David Ingham Yr 10 succeeded in winning the Cambridge competition – the Cambridge  

Language Collective Writing Competition – Junior Individual Category. He wrote an essay in French 

during the Easter holidays, and sent it off to Cambridge.  

 
International Composition Competition 
 
David Ingham Yr 10 competed in the COMMONWEALTH INTERNATIONAL  

COMPOSITION AWARD, which included competitors from all over the world. He diligently composed 

piece after piece of music, and reaching the top meant composing music that was based on a piece of 

poetry. The final round was broadcast on YouTube. The competition was fierce. The winner was 

announced by performer Evelyn Glennie, and the talented David Ingham was victorious. Many 

congratulations to him. 

 
 
The Welsh Heritage Schools Initiative Competition 
 
Anest Williams Yr 13 won joint first prize for her Individual Project (achieved as part of 

this year's work for the Baccalaureate qualification) in the Welsh Heritage Schools 

Initiative Competition. The title of her research was: How have recent political events 

affected the support for the YesCymru campaign? It was an exploration that was 

groundbreaking and extraordinary, and certainly worth reading. It met the EUSTORY 

Award criteria, an all-Wales competition. Anest received her award at a ceremony in 

late June. 

 
 
Scholarship 
 
Congratulations to Faith Jones Yr 13 on winning the Margaret Evelyn Lynne Williams Scholarship 

to study Welsh at Aberystwyth University. She had to write an essay on the future of the Welsh language 

and the Government's plans to achieve one million Welsh speakers by 2050. 

Faith is one of two pupils to win the £500 bursary. 

A great achievement for an unassuming student – a well-deserved reward for one who has faced so many 

difficulties with courage and without fuss. The application was assessed by Dr Rhianedd Jewell and Dr 

Robin Chapman, among others, and Faith's enthusiasm for the subject, and the way that this bursary could 

inspire her, created a very special impression on the panel. 

 

 

Department of Psychology – ASD Friendly 

In an effort to support the school's intention to become an Autism-friendly organisation this year, a series of 

lessons was held in September to raise Yr 12 and Yr 13 Psychology students' awareness and 

understanding of the condition. The lessons focussed on illustrating some of the challenges faced by young 

people with ASD during a typical day at school. A training session was then held by ASD Info Wales to 

stimulate discussion and increase understanding and empathy. All students were assessed and, as a result 

of their success, received an 'Autism Aware' certificate. Many of these students were already working as 

Welfare Ambassadors and Sixth Form Buddies, and, as a result of this training, will be better equipped to 

identify the needs of the school's younger pupils and to respond in a sensitive and appropriate manner.  

 
 



A Virtual Psychology Conference 
 
Yr 12 Psychology students were delighted to attend the virtual Psychology Conference coordinated by the 

Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol in April this year. Attending lectures on the following topics provided a golden 

opportunity for the students to extend their knowledge of challenging psychological issues: The 

psychological foundations of reading fluency: a review by Dr Manon Jones of Bangor University; Factors 

affecting the complete acquisition of Welsh grammatical systems (Welsh only), by Dr Hanna Binks of 

Aberystwyth University; Bilingualism and Developmental Disabilities (Welsh only), Dr Rebecca Ward of 

Bangor University; Using technology to support the health and well-being of rural patients (Welsh only), Dr 

Rachel Rahman of Aberystwyth University.   

There was also an opportunity at the end of the conference to hear about career paths and ask questions. 

The conference certainly inspired many to consider applying to study Psychology at university. 
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