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 Revised statutory guidance of the School Standards and Organisation      
(Wales) Act 2013 
 

The Welsh Government has issued revised statutory guidance of the School Standards and 
Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 in relation to the Annual Report to Parents Meetings. The new 
arrangements mean that it is no longer necessary for school governing bodies to hold an annual 
meeting with parents. However, the Welsh Government considers that parents should be able 
to engage with governing bodies on issues that matter to them. 

 
- It is still necessary for an annual report to parents to be produced and distributed. 
- If 10% of the parents of registered pupils at the school or the parents of 30 pupils 

registered at the school – whichever is the lower number- request a meeting with 
governors, the school governing body is required to hold a meeting. 

- A school governing body can be required to hold up to 3 meetings with parents each 
academic year. 

 
 For your information, there were no matters raised by the parents to be discussed with the 
Governing Body in 2019/20. In addition, in the light of the effects of Covid19, the Government 
made requirements of school Governing bodies to produce a report on the basis of ‘reasonable 
endevours’. 
 
 
 
 
  CONSTITUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 2019/20 
 

The constitution, in accordance with the relevant Articles of Governance, is based on 1118 pupils 
from September 2020: 6 parent governors, 5 LEA governors, 2 teacher governors, 1 staff 
governor, 5 co-opted governors and the Headteacher = a total of 20 Governors. 

 

    
Miss Aldyth Williams (Chair) 
Mr Dafydd Jenkins  
Ms C Mari Jones 

LEA 
Headteacher
Clerk 

until July 2021 
   - 
   - 

Rev. Dr Adrian Morgan (Vice-chair) LEA until Dec. 2022 
Mrs Susan Rodaway LEA until Jul. 2021 
Rev. Dr Ian Morris LEA until Jul. 2021 
Dr Robert Smith LEA until Aug. 2024 
Mrs Catrin Evans Parent until Nov. 2022 
Mr David Anderson Thomas Parent until Nov.  2022 
Mrs Saran Thomas Parent until Nov. 2024 
Mrs Karen Thomas Parent until Nov. 2024 
Mr Peter Morgan Parent until Nov. 2024 
Mrs Meinir Hutchings Parent until Nov.  2022 
Mr Steve Williams Co-opted until Nov. 2021 
Mrs Rahel Williams Co-opted until Nov. 2022 
Dr Richard Morgan Co-opted until Nov. 2021 
Mr Steve Morris Co-opted until Sept. 2023 
Prof. Ceri Davies Co-opted Until Sept. 2024 
Mr Rhodri Evans Teacher until Sept. 2024 
Mrs Jan Ohlsson Jones Teacher until Nov. 2022 
Mr Ben Roberts Staff until Sept. 2024 
Senior Pupils  School Council until Aug. 2021 
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 

Dear friends, 
It is a pleasure to greet you after an extremely challenging school year but one that 

again demonstrated the ability of the whole school family to work together 
purposefully to care for learners and promote academic progress.  Undoubtedly it 

was the appearance of Covid19 which threw the biggest shadow over school life this year, in the 
same way as I'm sure that it has affected so many families across the country.  However, this 
unique school demonstrated once again its ability to remain effective as a centre of learning via 
remote teaching during Lockdown, which began at the end of March, and latterly its ability to open 
with ease in June to teach in the usual high-quality manner, albeit in the context of very strict health 
and safety measures. Our debt as a Governing Body is enormous to school leaders and staff 
during this unprecedented period; one which continues, unfortunately, to be challenging.  Thank you 
also, parents and guardians, for your patience and ready cooperation in the present circumstances.  
I know that it is not an easy time for you, and I would like, on behalf of the Governing Body, to 
extend our condolences to you and your families if you have been seriously touched by the effects of 
this cruel pandemic.   

Congratulations to the school's learners on achieving excellent GCSE and A level results in the 
summer of 2020.  These learners suffered a very uncertain period whilst awaiting their final results, 
but it was a pleasure to share their joy in August when they were published.  Again, the school's 
achievements were in line with its excellent tradition of outstanding external results. 

In the midst of this difficult period in 2019-20, it is a pleasure to share with you the news of the building 
work which is happening on the school site to ensure that Gŵyr students will have the highest quality 
learning facilities.  In June, Kier Construction embarked on the building of a seven- classroom teaching 
resource as well as new sports’ facilities.  As part of the learning centre, there will also be a large 
canteen suitable to feed a school population that will be well over a thousand learners.  The 
sports’ centr will include a new MUGA, 2G and 3G playing fields, a running track and a long 
jump track suitable for outside activities in all weathers.  All these facilities should be ready by the 
Summer of 2021, with certain aspects becoming available, step by step, during the year, from January 
onwards. 

During the year, we bade farewell to some staff. Rhian Davies left the Mathematics Department to 
teach at Ysgol y Preseli, and also Vivenne Macey, after thirty years of service, as a lunch hour assistant. 
We thank them for their excellent service and wish them all the best for the future.  We also welcomed 
new staff: Sara Morgan to the English Department; Bethan Jones and Liam Bunyan for the 
Mathematics Department; Manon Pirotte to the Welsh Department, and Rachel Jeffries to the 
Religious Studies Department.  In addition, as teaching assistants, we welcomed Emma Rees, James 
Davies and Paula Davies.  ‘Croeso’ to the Gŵyr family and best wishes to you all!  Before 
moving on, I would also like to sympathize with staff who had to say farewell to loved ones during 
the year but I would also like to share the joy of other staff on their marriages and births of new family 
members. 

1118 pupils were welcomed to the school in September.  Despite everything, Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr's work 
as a prestigious educational establishment continues, along with its mission to provide the highest 
quality Welsh-medium education for the children of the South West area of the City and County of 
Swansea.  A New Curriculum for Wales 2022 is on the horizon and school staff are busy preparing for its 
arrival by embarking on the process of reforming all Yr. 7-9 learning programmes.  You will hear more 
about this, I am sure, over the coming months.  Therefore, the industriousness of the school continues, 
and with your co-operation as parents and guardians, and also with the strong backing of the 
Governing Body, there is no reason to believe that the high standards of this school will not remain 
consistent in the face of all manner of challenges, including the pandemic!   Keep safe and well 
everyone –there will be sunshine after the rain!   

Yours faithfully 

Aldyth Williams (Chair) 
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POST INSPECTION ACTION PLAN 

A summary of the Plan’s main targets in response to the last Inspection report: 
• Disseminate best practice in aspects of teaching and assessment
• Ensure that information that arises from classroom observations and scrutinising books

leads to setting improvement targets in departmental development plans

RAISING STANDARDS 

The school continues to aim for the highest possible attainment in every Key Stage by ensuring 
that the standards of teaching and learning are consistently high, through setting ambitious 
targets for each pupil, through tracking progress carefully, through supporting pupils in target 
groups with additional assistance and through working closely with parents. The school continues 
to promote the attainment of groups of learners to develop robust study skills in order that their 
standards are consistent with those of other pupils. We aim annually to narrow the gap between 
the performance of boys and girls and also to reduce the impact of deprivation and additional 
learning needs on the achievements of pupils in order to help all individuals achieve their full 
potential. The Hafan learning resource was established where specialist staff support specific pupils 
in order to assist them proactively.  Study sessions are regularly held in the Hafan allowing pupils 
to catch up with homework and unfinished classwork, supported by staff over the lunch break.  We 
have also developed a texting service in order to inform parents of uncompleted homework in 
order to promote a closer working partnership between staff and parents. The focus continues in 
2019-20 on the development of strategies to reduce the impact of deprivation, as well as curricular 
planning in response to the requirements of the Curriculum for Wales 2022, and the Digital 
Competency Framework.  In addition, focus is also placed upon supporting the learning of students 
following the national lockdown of spring 2020 in order to ensure that they attain high standards. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

We continue to utilise the five part lesson plan across the school, supporting skills development 
and the thinking cycle of planning, developing and reviewing. Great emphasis is placed upon 
developing lessons that promote the use of skills in literacy, numeracy and digital competence and 
which raise the standards of these skills through their practice across the curriculum in a 
meaningful way. The school remains focused on ensuring all staff have a shared understanding of 
what makes an excellent lesson. All teachers are observed during the year, in order to monitor 
standards and share good practice. Teachers are encouraged to work together in order to observe 
each other thus learning from each other. Our aim as a school is to ensure consistent high quality 
lessons throughout the year. Scrutiny of pupils' books at all Key Stages is an important part of the 
school's self-evaluation processes on an annual basis.  We are also developing our ability as a 
school in enabling effective remote learning by training teachers and staff in the use of Microsoft 
Teams. 

CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL’S HANDBOOK 

Any changes to the school’s handbook since its publication are included in this report. 
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2020-21 DEVELOPMENT PLAN PRIORITIES 
  
The main whole school targets: 
 

• continue to raise standards, aiming for the highest possible standards in every Key Stage, 
whilst also reducing the impact of deprivation on pupil attainment, especially in the light of 
the effects of Covid19 
 

• develop pastoral structures which focus upon on each pupil’s welfare and progress  
 

• develop the school as a learning establishment under the auspices of the OECD work 
 

• respond to the planning requirements for the New Curriculum for Wales 2022  
 

• disseminate excellent teaching and learning practices, as well as assessment for learning, 
across the school and remotely 

 
• continue to work closely with the LA to develop the school site  

 
 
THE USE OF WELSH 
 
Welsh is the official language of the school and it should be used exclusively on the school site 
by staff and pupils, except in lessons such as English, Science (when taught through the medium 
of English) and Modern Foreign Languages. With the exception of English, all subjects are 
taught through the medium of Welsh, but in KS4 it is possible to choose to study Science either 
through the medium of Welsh or English. In KS5, the Sciences are taught through the medium 
of English at Gŵyr but it is possible to study them through the medium of Welsh at Bryn Tawe, 
through the Gŵyr-Bryn Tawe Partnership. 
 
LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS  
 

The school is very keen to continually improve the basic skills of every pupil 
so that they can read, write and speak in Welsh and English and use 
number to a level necessary to make progress at the school.  Previously, 
the Basic Skills Standards Mark was awarded in recognition of the excellent 
work of the school in this field. As part of this important work, the focus 
of the daily pastoral period is on literacy and numeracy with e.g. ‘the 
weekly language rule’ and ‘the weekly numeracy puzzle’.   The focus in 
the KS3 curriculum in particular is to promote all pupils’ literacy 
and numeracy skills in order to respond to the requirements of 
the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework and this is 
achieved through focusing on e.g. the Eight Reading Behaviours and 

the Six Non Literary Writing Styles.  Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend any 
Literacy and Numeracy training arranged by the school in order to learn techniques to support 
the pupils in these key areas.  
 
REVIEW OF SCHOOL POLICIES 
 
Every school policy was reviewed in 2020-21 to ensure that they are all current.  A new remote 
learning policy was formulated in response to the lockdown of Spring 2020.
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ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS (ALN) 
 
Children have additional learning needs (ALN) if they have a learning difficulty which means that 
they require a special educational provision to be made for them. 
 
The school aims to ensure equal value for all pupils, and in order to achieve this, the school 
accepts that all individuals should have the opportunity to participate in a broad, balanced and 
differentiated curriculum regardless of their learning needs in order to maximize their ability 
within this curriculum. This policy is based on the principle of inclusion and is reinforced by the 
school's inclusion policy. 
 
To achieve this, the school will: 
 

1. integrate pupils to ensure mixed ability classes in Yr.7 by encouraging the use of 
appropriate differentiated tasks whenever the need arises and wherever possible, 

 
2. for the core subjects, promote an approach from Yr.8 onwards, which enables pupils with 

learning difficulties to receive deserving attention and support. 
 

3. employ a ALN Co-coordinator to: 
 

• provide information, advice and training for teachers on pupils with specific and varied 
educational difficulties, 

• evaluate the educational experiences of pupils with learning difficulties and monitor 
the school's provision on this, 

• act  as  a  link  between  the  children,  parents,  school  and  all  employees 
          /specialized agencies, 

• set up a system of Individual Educational Plans, 
• contribute towards preparing the school for the changes that will come as a result of the 

new Additional Learning Needs Act. 
 

4. maintain methods of assessment across the curriculum which recognize weaknesses and 
strengths of pupils with special educational needs, tracking pupils' progress and set 
appropriate targets to promote further development, 

 
5. acknowledge that the individual pupil has a voice when discussing his/her own 

educational needs, 
 

6. accept that all teachers are ALN teachers and every member of staff has an 
important contribution to make to the education of pupils with ALN within the school. 
 

 
At present, there are 163 pupils on the ALN register of the school.  
 
A Special Teaching Facility was opened within the school in September 2009. This unit caters for 
a maximum of nine pupils with general learning difficulties. The aim of the unit ‘Y Tŷ’, is to offer 
specialist and specific provision to pupils within a calm, homely atmosphere, by promoting 
pupils' confidence and independence. The unit has a strong policy of integration, and every 
opportunity is given to all pupils at ‘Y Tŷ’ to undertake lessons and activities within mainstream. 
 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
Working in partnership with the Authority and others has allowed the school to focus on complying 
with all the relevant statutory requirements to ensure that pupils, staff and visitors are kept safe 
at all times, in particular in the light of the effect of Covid19.  The school has a Health and Safety 
Policy which is reviewed annually.  Also, the school is committed to a Healthy Eating Policy and as 
a result we have restricted the availability of fatty foods, such as chips, in the school canteen.  
School catering, also conforms to Welsh Government guidelines on Healthy Eating. 
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SPORT 
 
The Governors are of the opinion that the main sporting aims of the school were realized during 
the year, namely that the pupils had an opportunity to: 

•   enjoy a wide range of activities, with equal opportunity, 
•   develop self-confidence whilst playing with others, 
•   develop their skills as individuals and as team members. 

 
The following activities are offered: netball, hockey, boys’ and girls’ football, boys’ and girls’ 
rugby, basketball, gymnastics, swimming, cross country running, athletics, rounders, 
baseball, tennis, cricket, badminton, volleyball, skiing, outdoor pursuits. 
 
Gavin Lewis has been appointed as our Sports and Fitness Officer under the financial auspices of 
the Welsh Government, with the specific brief of offering further sporting opportunities to an 
even greater number of students. Mr Lewis offers a wide range of alternative sports, which 
include the following: climbing, surfing, golf and dance. 
 
 
DISABILITY 
 
The Governors are fully committed to ensuring equality for every disabled individual that uses 
our school premises. As a result of this, the school has in place a Strategic Equality Plan in 
order to improve the school’s provision. The plan is reviewed annually and as a consequence 
the school possesses a record of stakeholders’ disabilities and has made significant 
progress as  par t  o f  on-go ing  improvement  works  in renewing doors, building 
accessibility ramps, etc. The school intends to continue to work hard over the next few years in 
order to ensure more disability equality.  
 
BUILDINGS AND SCHOOL SITE ISSUES 
 
The big story this year, of course, is the building work that has commenced on site under the 
responsibility of the appointed contractor Kier Construction.  In June of this year, following nearly 
two years in planning, work commenced on the building of a new seven classroom teaching block 
and sports facilities of the highest quality.  As well as the teaching classrooms and offices, the new 
teaching block will also include a suitable refectory that will accommodate the population of the  
school.  The sports facilities include a new MUGA, 2G and 3G playing fields, a running track and 
long jump track. The location has been landscaped to include a small car park and a refuse store 
for general waste and the school’s re-cycling waste.  Next year, work will commence on the 
refurbishment of the Drama Studio and the old refectory that will be home to the Music 
Department, with new resources and plenty of room for rehearsals. The work of maintaining the 
site continues on a daily basis to ensure a safe and clean environment.  Click on the following link 
to have an update on all the developments.  https://yggwyr.org.uk/en/gwyr-gallery/ 
 
 
SCHOOL TOILETS/DRINKING WATER 
 
The school has a sufficient number of toilets on site in relation to pupil numbers. Toilets are 
located in most of the main teaching blocks earmarked for the use of specific school years.  . 
Adequate staff toilets, in accordance with staff numbers, are also provided. The toilets are 
cleaned to a high standard on a daily basis by the Local Authority’s Cleaning Services. All 
toilets are inspected daily by cleaners and site staff. Toilet requisites are provided from school 
budget. Most of the toilet areas have electronic hand dryers.  Also, a supply of clean drinking 
water is usually available throughout the school day to pupils and staff, but this is limited at 
present due to the impact of Covid19. 

https://yggwyr.org.uk/en/gwyr-gallery/
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SCHOOL DAY TIMES 
 
  8.30  Teachers in their registration classrooms 
  8.40     Pupils to go to their registration classroom destinations  
  9.00     Lesson 1  
  9.50     Lesson 2   
10.40    Break  
11.00    Lesson 3  
11.50    Lesson 4  
12.40    Lunch for Yrs. 10-13 - Lesson 5 for Yrs. 7-9   
  1.30      Lunch for Yrs. 7-9 - Lesson 5 for Yrs. 10-13   
  2.20      Lesson 6  
  2.50      Commence the release of pupils.   Teachers responsible for the  
  lesson 6 groups of pupils to accompany pupils to the bus   
  bay ensuring safety is maintained.      
  Pupils released as follows: 2.50-Yr.7, 2.55-Yr.8, 3.00-Yr. 9, 3.05-Yr. 10, 3.10-
  Yr. 11/12/13  

 
 
 

DATES FOR TERM TIME AND SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2020/21 
 

  Half Term Holiday    

Term Begins from to End Days 

Oct. 2020 
Tuesday Monday Friday Tuesday       

76 
1  Sept. 26 Oct. 30 Oct. 22 Dec. 

Spring 2021 
Monday Monday Friday Friday 

55 
4 Jan. 15 Feb. 19 Feb. 26 March 

Summer 
2021 

Monday  Monday Friday Monday 
64 

12 April 31 May 4 June 16 July 

    Total 195 
School will be closed on the following days for INSET and Preparation Days on:-  Friday 23 
Oct.,  Monday 21 Dec., Tuesday 22 Dec., Friday 12 Feb. + day to confirm.   May 
Day Bank-holiday will be on Monday, 3 May 2021. 
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FINANCIAL DETAILS (April '19 - March '20) 
 
For information relating to the school budget 2019-20, refer to the Appendix 
provided by the City and County of Swansea.   
 
Once again, members of the Governing Body did not claim any travel or 
subsistence costs. Despite this, the Governors would like to thank the school for 
providing tea/coffee and biscuits as light refreshments at the Governing Body meetings 
– this is greatly appreciated. 
 
We thank the ‘Friends of Gŵyr’ for their consistent work in raising money and for their 
regular valuable contributions towards equipment/resources bought as part of the 
School Development Plan. 
 
We also wish to declare that at no time have Governors/School Staff received financial 
benefits or other favours during 2019-20.   
 
 
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENTS 2020 
 
Warmest congratulations to our staff and pupils for all the hard work undertaken 
resulting in the achievement of such excellent examination results.  
 
See the Appendix giving full details of the results as published by Welsh Government. 
 
 
SCHOOL CULTURAL AND SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 2019/20 
 
We extend our many congratulations to the pupils for their successes in both cultural 
and sporting spheres again in 2019/20. 
 
 
We also thank staff for all their hard work in promoting additional activities and for 
giving of their limited time.  See Appendix. 
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Course Performance Analysis 

Season: June 2020  Qualification: GCSE Year11       

Subject  Studs  A*  A  B  C  D  E  G 
PE  33  3  7  9  7  6  1  0 
RE  38  8  8  9  9  3  1  0 
RE L‐SHORT COURSE  1  0  0  0  0  1  0  0 
MEDIA STUDIES  17  3  8  1  4  0  0  0 
ART  14  2  7  3  2  0  0  0 
MUSIC  11  3  5  1  2  0  0  0 
COMPUTING  20  3  3  1  8  0  0  0 
WELSH LITERATURE  112  19  28  26  32  7  0  0 
WELSH LANGUAGE  138  21  22  56  29  6  0  4 
GEOGRAPHY  26  6  11  4  5  0  0  0 
DRAMA  7  2  2  2  1  0  0  0 
DT  33  10  12  5  6  0  0  0 
ELECTRONICS (Eduqas)  16  2  9  4  1  0  0  0 
PHOTOGRAPHY  12  2  5  2  3  0  0  0 
FRENCH  32  11  12  3  6  0  0  0 
HISTORY  36  14  10  7  4  0  0  0 
HEALTH AND SOCIALCARE  44  9  8  8  14  0  0  0 
MATHEMATICS  64  6  1  29  18  6  3  1 
MATHEMATICS NUMERACY  123  33  21  33  30  6  0  0 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE  138  20  27  36  44  7  4  0 
ENGLISH LITERATURE  126  18  34  33  34  7  0  0 
SPANISH  16  11  2  2  1  0  0  0 
TEXTILES  15  4  1  6  4  0  0  0 
LATIN L2  3  2  1  0  0  0  0  0 
LATIN L1  11  5  3  2  1  0  0  0 
WELSH BAC  129                      
SKILLS CHALLENGE KS 4  129  27  22  47  33          

 

DOUBLE AWARD 
QUALIFICATION GCSE 

**  *A  AA  AB  BB  BC  CC  CD  DD  DE  EE  GG 

SCIENCE  138  20  19  13  11  18  16  21  4  11  2  2  1 

 

QUALIFICATIONS L1/L2 

   Dist   Merit  PassL1  Pass L2 

ADDITIONAL MATHS. L L2  33  30  3       

VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
PUBLIC SERVICES  21  2  6  4  9 
HOSPITALITY  12  5  1  3  3 
RETAIL BUSINESS L1/2  14  4  2  2  6 

 

      LEVEL 
ENTRY LEVEL     1  2  3 
MATHEMATICS  3  0  0  3 
SCIENCE  1  0  0  1 
ENGLISH  14  0  3  11 
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Course Performance Analysis 
 

Season: June 2020 Year: Curriculum Year 12 
Qualification: GCE / AS Level: GCE / (All) 
SUBJECT Students  A B C D E U 
RE (GCE AS) 6 4 2 0 0 0 0 

PE (GCE AS) 5 3 1 1 0 0 0 

MEDIA STUDIES (GCE AS) 3 1 0 1 0 1 0 

BUSINESS STUDIES (Applied Cert) 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 

BIOLOGY (GCE AS) 25 7 7 6 5 0 0 

ART AND DESIGN (GCE AS) 4 2 1 0 0 1 0 

CHEMISTRY (GCE AS) 37 12 10 7 7 1 0 

MUSIC (GCE AS) 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 

COMPUTING (GCE AS) 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 

WELSH IA (GCE AS) 10 5 3 2 0 0 0 

GEOGRAPHY (GCE AS) 3 2 0 1 0 0 0 

DRAMA (GCE AS) 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 

D.T. (GCE AS) 11 4 3 1 3 0 0 

ELECTRONICS(GCE AS) 8 1 2 1 4 0 0 

PHYSICS (GCE AS) 18 4 6 7 1 0 0 

PHOTOGRAPHY (GCE AS) 13 1 1 4 7 0 0 

FRENCH (GCE AS) 7 4 0 3 0 0 0 

POLITICS (GCE AS) 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HISTORY(GCE AS) 13 8 5 0 0 0 0 

HEALTH AND SOCIALCARE  (GCE AS) 7 1 0 6 0 0 0 

MATHEMATICS (GCE AS) 33 22 10 0 0 1 0 

ENGLISH  (GCE AS) 9 3 2 3 1 0 0 

PSYCHOLOGY (GCE AS) 11 5 2 2 2 0 0 

 
DOUBLE AWARD COURSE   AA AB BB BC CC CD DD DE EE 
HEALTH AND SOCIALCARE  (GCE AS) 10 1 1 2 3 2 1 0 0 0 
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Course Performance Analysis 

Season: June 20 Qualification: GCE / LE Curriculum Year 13 

Subject Students A* A B C D E U 
RE (GCE A) 7 1 2 3 0 1 0 0 
PE (GCE A) 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
MEDIA STUDIES (GCE A) 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
BUSINESS STUDIES (Tyst L3) 6 0 1 0 3 1 1 0 
BIOLOGY (GCE A) 17 3 4 4 6 0 0 0 
ART AND DESIGN (GCE A) 5 1 3 0 1 0 0 0 
CHEMISTRY (GCE A) 14 4 4 1 5 0 0 0 
MUSIC (GCE A) 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
COMPUTING (GCE) 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 
WELSH IA (GCE A) 4 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 
GEOGRAPHY (GCE A) 6 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 
DRAMA (GCE A) 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
D.T. (GCE A) 9 0 1 6 2 0 0 0 
ELECTRONICS (GCE A) 7 0 2 3 0 1 1 0 
PHYSICS (GCE A) 12 4 1 2 4 1 0 0 
PHOTOGRAPHY (GCE A) 14 1 3 5 4 1 0 0 
FFRENCH (GCE A) 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 
POLITICS (GCE A) 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
HISTORY (GCE A) 4 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 
MATHEMATICS (GCE A) 15 6 5 3 0 1 0 0 
FURTHER MATHS. (GCE A) 3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 
ENGLISH (GCE A) 7 2 2 0 3 0 0 0 
PSYCHOLOGY (GCE A) 6 2 1 1 2 0 0 0 
HEALTH AND SOCIALCARE (GCE A) 9 0 1 4 4 0 0 0 
WELSH BAC 58 
SKILLS CHALLENGE - TYST.L3 58 11 15 20 8 2 2 

A LEVEL DOUBLE AWARD QUALIFICATION 
SUBJECT Students ** *A AA AB BB BC CC CD DD DE EE 

HEALTH AND SOCIALCARE(GCE AD) 7 0 0 0 2 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 

BTEC QUALIFICATION 
D* D M P 

PUBLIC SERVICES  L3 BTEC 17 2 6 3 6 
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FINANCE - Appendix 
 
SCHOOL: Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr                     

    STATEMENT OF ACTUAL EXPENDITURE 2019/20 FINANCIAL 
YEAR   

    
  Delegated 

Expenditure 
Non-Delegated 

Expenditure 
Total Net 

Expenditure 
  £ £ £ 

Teachers Salaries 3,201,696 8,696 3,210,392 
Salaries 781,493 127,964 909,457 
Other Employee Costs 1,486 409 1,895 
Premises 217,833 0 217,833 
Transport 33,682 677,054 710,736 
Supplies & Services 409,320 0 409,320 
Recharges 160,577 6,563 167,140 
        
Gross Expenditure 4,806,086 820,687 5,626,773 
        
Grant Income -273,456 0 -273,456 
Other Income -244,164 -59,156 -303,320 
        
Gross Income -517,620 -59,156 -576,776 
        
Net Expenditure 4,288,466 761,531 5,049,997 
        
        
RESERVES:   £ 

 FINAL FORMULA ALLOCATION: 4,359,619 
 TOTAL NET EXPENDITURE:   4,288,466 
 TRANSFER TO / (FROM) RESERVES: 71,153 
       
 OPENING BALANCE ON RESERVES 01/04/19 105,477 
 CLOSING BALANCE ON RESERVES: 

31/03/20 176,631 
       
 

     
 



 
 

 
  

Best of Gŵyr 
2019/2020 



CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF YSGOL GYFUN GŴYR PUPILS 
 
2019 / 2020 was a unique academic year that challenged all aspects of life at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr.  Despite 
the stresses and strains of the Covid-19 pandemic, it is good to continue to celebrate the huge successes of 
our school's talented pupils in countless extra-curricular activities. It is great that some things don’t 
change! We thank all the staff who volunteer and give so tirelessly of their time in ensuring that our 
school's pupils have access to such a rich and wide range of activities. This contributes so much to the 
emotional well-being, health, confidence and development of our pupils as mature citizens. The 
opportunities offered are incredible and the successes at all levels are great to behold – but this booklet 
contains only a taste of our children's raw talent and commitment! 
 

IN THE SPORTS ARENA 
15-a-side Rugby 

• The Year 8 rugby team won the West Ospreys league after winning 4 out of 4 group games. As a 
result of winning the league the team went on to play in the Ospreys Cup finals. They went on to 
win the West Ospreys final after beating Ystalyfera 22-10 at Penclawdd rugby ground. The team 
went on to the Ospreys final against Y Dderwen Community School where they lost at the Gnoll 
field in Neath. The team also went on to reach the final 32 in the Welsh Cup. 

• The Year 9 rugby team won 6 out of 6 group games in the West Ospreys league. As a result of 
winning the league the team went on to play in the Ospreys Cup finals. They went on to win the 
Ospreys West final after beating Ystalyfera 45-0 at Dunvant rugby club. The team went on to the 
Ospreys final against Cefn Saeson School where they lost at the Gnoll field in Neath. 
The team also reached the final 32 in the Welsh Cup. 

• The school's Senior Team finished 3rd in the Ospreys area Schools premiership after winning 6 of 
the 10 league games. They also reached the round of the last 16 in the Welsh Cup. 

• The Swansea Schools’ Cup competitions were not completed this year (due to Covid-19). Each of 
our school teams had a very good chance of winning the Cup, as is the 
case annually. Years 7, 8, 9 and 11 teams had won every match 
played in the competition before the schools closed.  

• Cameron Jones from Year 12 has played a prominent role during the 
season in the Ospreys squad (under 18) and gained a place in the 
Wales under 18 squad (due to Covid-19, the Welsh side did not 
compete this year, but it was quite a feat to be selected in the first 
place).  

• Ben Thomas (Year 11) also represented the Ospreys under 18 team 
this season (quite a feat considering he is 2 years younger than the 
age group). 

• The following Year 11 boys gained a place in the Ospreys West U16 
squad: Joe Rees (captain), Ben Thomas, Morgan James, Cai James, 
Iestyn Ohlsson-Jones, Freddie Stevens, Rhidian Suggett, Owain Green and Joe Williams while Jac 
Cross and Samson Lawson gained places in the Ospreys East Under 16 squad. This is the largest 
representation ever from the school. The Ospreys West team went on to win the National 
Championship of Regions across Wales. 



• At the end of the season a joint Ospreys under 16 team was chosen. Joe Rees, Ben Thomas, 
Freddie Stevens, Morgan James and Cai James were selected in the main squad while Iestyn 
Ohlsson-Jones, Jac Cross, Samson Lawson, Owain Green and Rhidian Suggett were selected for the 
development squad. 

• Two Year 10 boys were selected for the Swansea Schools Under 15 squad, namely Alex Jones and 
Kallum Morris. Ben Morris from Year 9, who is a year younger than the age group, was also added 
to this squad.  

• It was good to see our former pupil Josh Thomas winning his first cap for the Welsh Under-20 
Rugby Team. He was a member of the squad that played a part in the 6 Nations Championship. 

• Jac Cross (11) and Oscar Healy (13) (along with Anna Melmouth) were members of the Welsh 
touch rugby team and won silver at the European Championship in Paris. 

• Molly Anderson Thomas represented Wales in touch rugby. 
 

Rugby – 7-a-side 
• The Year 9 Gŵyr team reached the plate semi-final of the Bishopston 7-a-side competition. All 

other 7-a-side contests were postponed due to Covid-19. 
 
 
Football 

• Sophie Stephens is a member of the Welsh schools team.  
• Year 7 and 8 girls have won the Swansea EFL tournament, losing 

in the final of the West Wales competition. 
• Year 7 to 9 girls came second in the Urdd (South Wales) Football 

competition. 
• Year 8 and 10 football teams were in a very good position to compete 

at winning their leagues this year with both teams having won all 
their games during the season up to the point where the season was 
postponed due to Covid 19.  

• Year 11 5-a-side Football Team reached the plate semi-finals at the 
Welsh Schools Competition in Cardiff.  

• Kyle Hughes (Year 9) is part of the Llanelli football academy while 
Lewis Bell and Alex George (Year 10) are part of the Swansea Under 
15 Football Schools team. 

• Lewis Bell and Osian Fitzgerald-Davies are part of the Boys' Clubs of 
Wales football team. 

• Joe Lloyd (Year 13) has been selected for the Welsh Schools 
Under 18 football team which was to compete in the 
Centenary Quarter (although there will be no competition 
this year due to Covid- 19). 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Cross-Country 
•  The Year 8 and 9 boys team won the county relay at Herbert Court while the Year 8 and 9 second 

team came second in the same race. 
•  The Year 8 and 9 boys team came second in the county final at Margam Park (6 pupils make up the 

team). 
•  Year 9 and 10 boys team came third (Bronze medal) across Wales in the Welsh Schools under 15 

cross-country race in Brecon. 
•  Oliver Gillet (Yr.7) finished third in the county's first race for Year 7 at the Elba. Dafydd King (Yr.9) 

finished second in the county's first race for Years 8 and 9 at the Elba. 
•  Joshua Wallace (Yr.13) won the first county race for Years 10-13 at the Elba with Aled Tumelty 

coming second in the same race.  
•  Aled Tumelty (Yr.10) came 8th across Wales in the Welsh Schools cross-country 
race in Brecon. 
•  Aled Tumelty (Yr.10) won the county trial race at Margam Park, Dafydd King 

(Yr.9) was third in the middle boys’ race at Margam Park. 
•  Evan Jones (Yr.7), Dafydd King and Josh Pritchard (Yr.9), Aled Tumelty and Tom 

O'Brien (Yr.10) have all been selected for the Afan Neath and Swansea cros-
country team to compete in the Welsh Championship. They all competed 
enthusiastically in Brecon on a tough course and against the best runners in the whole of Wales. 

•  Dafydd King (9), Aled Tumelty and Tomos O’Brien (10) have been selected to the South Wales 
cross-country team. 

•  Rhiannon Rowe, Ella Davies and Mai Davies represent Afan Nedd Tawe in the Welsh schools cross- 
country championship. Ella and Mai won the County competition at Margam. 

 
Hockey 

• Nicholas Morgan and Joseph Moyse are members of the Hockey Wales Under 18 squad. 
• Rosie Jones and Ffion Wall are in the County squad and Rosie represents Wales. 

 
Water Polo 

• Woody Francis from Year 10 has been selected to represent the Welsh water 
polo team and 

    competed in the Junior Men's Inter Regionals in Sheffield. 
• Morgan Turatto Owen and Rhiannon Heredia Rowe represent Wales. 

 
 
Athletics 

• Mai Davies won the 1500m indoor competition in the West Wales competition. 
 
• Bethan Holley and Seren Anderson James represented Afan Nedd in the indoor 

athletics competition. 
• William Trott from Year 10 continues to do brilliantly, winning the Welsh (under 17) 

indoor pole-vaulting competition. 



• Dafydd King from Year 9 won a silver medal in the 
Welsh indoor (under 15) pole vaulting 

   competition.  
• Aled Tumelty won bronze medal in Welsh Indoor 

Athletics Championship (1500m).  
• Harrison Wheeler from Year 10 won gold medals in 

both the 200m and 400m at the Welsh indoor 
   athletics championship for boys under 15. 
• Dylan Morgan from Year 10 won a bronze medal 

competing for the Welsh Athletics team at the  
   SIAB Multi-event Championship. 

 
Triathlon 

• Joshua Wallace (Year 13) has been selected for the British Under-20s team which will compete in            
   the world triathlon championship. This will be held in Edmonton (Canada) in August 2021. 

 
Cricket 

• The following pupils were selected for the Wales Cricket Squad before the 
schools had to close: 

   Theo Rogers (Year 7), Lewis Edwards (Year 8) and Ollie Rogers (Year 9).  
• Ellie Chahal and Madison Evans are in the Cricket Wales team and the 

Glamorgan Academy. 
 
Swimming 

• In the Urdd competition, there was keen competition from Oliver Gillett, Osian Richardson and 
  Woody Francis.  Aneurin Davies won the gold medal in the Years 9 / 10 Boys Breast-stroke and the 
   Years 9 / 10 Freestyle. 
• In the Urdd competition, medals were won by the Years 7/8 Boys Freestyle and Girls Medley relay 

teams, and the Years 9/10 Boys Freestyle relay team. 
• In the Urdd competition, Ffion Jones competed and Gracie Gilligan won a medal.   

 
Netball 

• Under-14s County Team - Georgina Lillicrap, Ruby Humphreys, Sky 
Rastatter, Megan Evans. 
• Under 16s team - Medi Thomas, Charlotte Carter, Morgan Hapgood. 
• The School’s Under-18's team won the County competition; they would 
have represented the       
   County in the Welsh (President’s Cup) tournament. 

 
Cycling 

• Imogen Morris was runner up in the cyclo-cross competition - Welsh league. 
• Eluned King from Year 13 represented the Welsh team in track cycling; she won 
2 gold medals and     



came first in the points race.  Eluned has been busy in the Netherlands representing Britain (under 
18) in track racing. Her results are outstanding -1st in the 'Team pursuit' competition, 1st in the  
Madison race, 1st in the points race. 

 
Gymnastics 

• Excellent representation from Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr in the Urdd gymnastics 
competition: 

    Individually - Quianna Wheeler and Tia Hayward 
    Pairs - Star Anderson James and Emily Hall 
    Trio - Emily Carlson, Quianna Wheeler and Bethan 
    Team - Quianna, Seren, Emily, Emily, Bethan, Mia G and Catrin T 
• Faye Ross from Year 7 is in the Welsh gymnastics squad. 

 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award  
  

• It was a disappointing year for pupils hoping to complete their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Gold 
awards. The lockdown period meant postponing all the much-awaited outings. However, many of 
the awards’ marginal activities were successfully completed e.g. the development of various skills 
and the community volunteering work. We’re very much hoping for a lockdown-free summer in 
2021 to take advantage of the exciting excursions. Thank you to Ms Ann Ivey and her team for their 
dedication.  

 
THE CULTURAL PLATFORM 

Welsh identity 
 

Our pupils' Welsh identity continues to be diligently and tirelessly promoted in all aspects of school life. 
The aim is to promote their pride in being Welsh and encourage them to consistently use the Welsh 
language, not only at school but in their social lives beyond the walls of Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr. Here is a taste of 
the activities offered to the pupils this year. 
 
Activities to promote Welsh language and culture 

• A trip to film S4C’s ‘Jonathan’ programme with members of the Sixth Form at The Egin, Carmarthen  
• Urdd Tour to Patagonia, October 2019 (Daniel and Rosa)  
• Welsh Music Day Gig with Marci G – with a focus on Transition (Welsh week)   
• *Menter Iaith Abertawe and Sixth Form Vlogging Club  
• Urdd Eisteddfod - Successful Area Eisteddfod   
• Language Awareness Training held by Menter Iaith Abertawe for Year 7 in September 
• Welsh Form Award to Cinema & Co in December, 7C and 8D  
• Dwynwen Dirgel 
• Red, white and green day - supporting the Welsh team by wearing red   
• Ameer (S4C) presentation for Year 9  
• Heroes Show *at Brynaman hall for Year 7    

 
School Eisteddfod 
Yet another successful school Eisteddfod was held for Years 7 to 9 on February 13, with a Chairing 
Ceremony on the 2nd of March. There was keen competition between the Eisteddfod teams in a variety of 



competitions. Congratulations to Alice Jewell from Year 10 on winning the English Trophy and to Rosa 
Humphreys from Year 13 on winning the Eisteddfod Chair. Further congratulations to Matthew Brown 
from Year 12 on winning the School Science Trophy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Results 
Year 7 
Poetry:  1st: ‘Merch y Blaned’ - Cadi Thomas  

2nd: ‘Bwrlwm y Byd’ - Heledd Francis 
3rd: ‘Angharad’ - Carys James and ‘Rose Collins’ - Jessica Lawrence 

Prose:  1st: ‘Bwrlwm y Byd’ - Heledd Francis  
    2nd: ’Alaw Onnen’ - Erin Sherwood and ‘Ceridwen’ - Lucia Docherty  

3rd: ‘Blodyn yr haul’ - Lea Humbrecht and ‘Phoebe’ - Zara Karam  
Year 8 
Poetry:  1st: ‘Darth Mickey’ - Owain Ruddy  

2nd ‘Regeina Phalange’ – Eleri Gibbs  
3rd: ‘Pluen’ – Seren Powell and ‘Eira Gwyn’ – Catrin Squire  

Prose:  1st: ‘Darth Mickey’ - Owain Ruddy  
2nd: ‘Joe Thomas’ – Aneurin Thomas  
3rd: ‘Cheese Puffs’ – Ella Rogers  

Year 9 
Poetry:  1st: 'Robin Goch' - Megan Davies  

2nd: ‘Panther Pinc’ - Mia Davies and 'Yr Afr Wlanog' - David Ingham  
3rd: 'Racwn' - Rhian Hopkins and 'Rhosyn' – Rosie Jones  

Prose:  1st: 'Robin Goch' - Megan Davies  
2nd: 'Ar bigau'r drain' - Steffan Brown  
3rd: 'Yr Afr Wlanog' - David Ingham  

Year 10 
Poetry:  1st: ‘Lili Wen Fach’ – Elena Ruddy 

2nd: ‘Y Pibydd Hud’ – Alice Jewell 
3rd: ‘Dim Syniad’ - Mirain Francis and ‘Boris’ – Elin Rolles 

Prose:   1st: ‘Yr Ungorn Chwithig’ – Alice Jewell 
2nd: ‘Emily Wilding Davison’ – Anna Heatley and ‘Dim Syniad’ – Mirain Francis 
3rd: ‘Cath Borffor ‘– Catrin Cornelius and ‘Y Ddaear’ – India Matthews  

Years 12/13 
Poetry:  1st Prifddinas – ‘Melangell’ – Rosa Humphreys 

2nd: Adre – ‘Ceridwen’ – Gwenno Robinson 
3rd: Adre – ‘Annibynnol’ – Anest Williams 



Prose:  1st: Perthyn – ‘Annibynnol’ – Anest Medi Williams 
2nd: Mwgwd – ‘Penfelen’ – Gwenno Robinson 
3rd: Ffiniau – ‘Derwen’ - Ffion Morgan and Chwyldro - ‘Melangell’ – 
Rosa Humphreys 

THE CHAIR 1st: Prifddinas – ‘Melangell’ – Rosa Humphreys 
2nd: Perthyn – ‘Annibynnol’ – Anest Medi Williams and Mwgwd – 
‘Penfelen’ – Gwenno Robinson 
3rd: Ffiniau – ‘Derwen’ – Ffion Morgan and ‘Yr Ungorn Chwithig’ – Alice 
Jewell 

 
It was wonderful to welcome back Megan Davies, one of our successful former pupils, to adjudicate the 
school Chair competition this year. Megan now works as a reporter on BBC news programmes. 
She praised the pupils' work, ''It was promising to read so many entries of such a high standard from the 
school’s junior years. With you leading the way, the literary future of Wales appears very healthy.'' 
 
Here's what struck Megan about the work of Rosa Humphreys, the winner of this year's Chair: 
''It is a poem that takes us, the readers, on a journey through our capital city; Cardiff. The familiar images 
have been newly formed in a creative way. This is a poem that suits the modern world by a poet who is 
socially conscientious and aware. Melangell's work reminds me of the work of one of Wales' most prominent 
contemporary poets, Emyr Lewis. Let me quote a few lines from Melangell's work:   
  
‘Menywod Womanby  
yn canu,  
crio,  
tu fas clwb 
tra bod  
bois y blues 
yn swigo a swagio ar y stryd,  
dinas dan ei sang.  
Yn sydyn,  
Goleuadau glas,  
Gofidus,  
Galarus,  
Sgrech seiren yn saethu drwy’r strydoedd 
A’r siacedi neon 
Yn difetha’r difyrrwch…  
Ac mewn man tywyll 
Digalon 
Dan gysgod  
Muriau’r castell,  
Pabell.  
Ar balmant o fatres,  
Yn cwtsho dan 
Gwilt o gardfwrdd,  
Gwreichionyn llwm  



Y sigarét olaf.’ 
 
Indeed, I have been struck by one voice. One voice which has remained with me. This is an appealing voice 
that can, in one image, evoke both humour and sorrow.  And for that reason, I suggest that the Chair should 
today be awarded to the poet 'Melangell' for the poem 'Prifddinas.' " 
 

THE MUSICAL SPHERE 
The Music Department 
Below is a list of the activities of the music department and its pupils since September 2019:  
 
Senoir Choir - British Veterinary Conference – Brangwyn Hall – 19th of 
September 2019 
Boys’ Choir – Charity Evening – Stradey Park Hotel – 27th of September 
2019 
Senoir Choirs – Merched y Wawr, Gorseinon – 30th of September 2019 
Junior Choir – Singing Festival, Hope Siloh Pontardulais – 6th of October 
2019 
Harp Ensemble - Gŵyl Cerdd Dant - Ffwrnes Theatre, Llanelli – 9th of 
November 2019 (3rd prize) 
Mixed Choir – Christmas Fair – School Gymnasium – 21st of November 
2019 
Mixed Choir – Carol Evening – Caersalem Chapel, Gorseinon – 12th of 
December 2019 
Choirs and Orchestra – School Christmas Service – St Catherine’s Church – 17th of December 2019 
 
2019 
Junior Boys’ Choir – Gowerton Christmas Service – St John’s Church – 18th of December 2019 
Mixed Choir – Christmas Concert - Ysgol Pen-y-Bryn – 19th of December 2019 
 
2020 
Junior Choir – Primary Voice Proms - 2nd of February 2019 
Junior Choir – Tuesday Club – Gowerton Rechabite Hall – 11th of February 2020 
 
 
The Winners of this Year’s Area Eisteddfod – 13th March 2020  
 
Girls’ Solo 7 to 9  -  Cerys O'Rourke (Year 8)  
Poetry recitation 7 to 9  -  Mirain Francis (Year 7) 
Piano solo 7 to 9  -  Milli King (Year 9) – straight through to the County Eisteddfod 
Brass instrument solo 7 to 9  -  David Ingham (Year 9) 
Harp Solo 7 to 9  -  David Ingham (Year 9) – straight through to the County Eisteddfod 
String instrument solo 10 to 13  -  Elin Rolles (Year 10) – straight through to the County Eisteddfod 
Piano solo 10 to 13  -  William Morris (Year 12) 
Poetry recitation Yr 7 to 9 – Mirian Francis (Year 7) 



 
Yr Ŵyl Gerdd Dant (Welsh Folk Festival) 
With the ‘Gŵyl Gerdd Dant’ on our doorstep in November 2019, it was wonderful to see pupils and staff 
taking part in a variety of competitions. The staff folk dancing team, as well as the school's senior recitation 
group, performed on the festival stage. Warmest congratulations to the school’s Harp Ensemble on 
winning the third prize in their competition! 
 
Welsh Orchestra and Choir  
Congratulations to Elin Griffiths (Year 12) and Elin Rolles (Year 10) on being awarded a place with the 
National Youth Orchestra of Wales and to Matthew Lewis and Rhys James (Year 11) on being awarded a 
place with the Wales Youth Choir. Excellent! 
Matthew Lewis and Rhys James (Year 11), William Morris (Year 12), Daniel Williams and Archie Brown 
(Year 13), have been awarded places with the Only Boys Aloud Academy. 
 
Welsh Language Music Day 
Welsh Language Music Day has become an important celebration in the Welsh calendar.  It’s a perfect 
opportunity to celebrate the wealth of Wales’ Welsh language music, whether pop, rock, folk, rap, or 
traditional songs. It was therefore very fitting for us to celebrate this significant day at the school. The Sixth 
Form organised an excellent gig for Year 8 to celebrate Welsh Language Music Day, in conjunction with 
Ysgol Bryn Tawe. The pupils had great fun and responded with enjoyment and energy to the music! A 
transition event was also held for Year 7 and the primary schools’ Year 5. We were fortunate enough to 
welcome Marc Griffiths as our DJ; another successful gig! 
The sound of Welsh music also filled the school on the day itself.  Music was played across the school and 
there was an opportunity to get to know the teachers' favourite Welsh songs. The school was decorated 
with coloured posters, sharing details of the teachers' favourite songs. What a great way to collate 
suggestions and ideas! 
 

LITERARY SUCCESS 
 

DAFYDD ROWLANDS MEMORIAL PRIZE 

One of the highlights of the Welsh Department's calendar is attending the Dafydd Rowlands Memorial 
Prize evening. This is a literary competition established in memory of the exceptional author and poet. It is 
open to Sixth formers from Swansea Valley schools and requires pupils to write two literary pieces in any 
form. Although this year’s ceremony was held on S4C’s ‘HENO’ programme due to the COVID lockdown, it 
was wonderful to see Rosa Humphreys from Year 13 winning the second prize. The adjudicator Tudur 
Hallam highly praised Rosa’s writing and she came within a hair’s breadth of capturing the prize. A huge 
congratulations to you Rosa! 

Pantomime trip 
Year 7 pupils had the opportunity to attend a trip to the Brynaman cinema in December to see a 
performance of the pantomime Arwyr. 7O pupils travelled to see the fun-filled, energetic performance 
based on some of Welsh history’s greatest heroes. There was plenty of singing, dancing and shouting to be 
had during the performance! 

 



Welcoming Karen Owen 
At the end of January, the poet Karen Owen was welcomed to the school to discuss war poems with Year 
12 Welsh pupils. They had an excellent afternoon in her company and an opportunity to consider the war 
poems in a new light. The session was of great benefit to pupils and the poems were presented to them in 
a memorable way. 

 

UNDER 19 BARDDAS COMPETITION  

Huge congratulations to Elen Ruddy Year 10 on winning this Year’s 
Barddas Award for Young Poets under 16. Although Elena did not have the 
privilege of receiving her trophy at the Ceredigion National Eisteddfod in 
Tregaron this summer due to the postponement of the Eisteddfod in the 
wake of COVID 19, a "long distance" ceremony was held during her Welsh lesson. Elena is one of a many 
young Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr pupils who have won this trophy since its launch some 10 years ago. It is a huge 
honour for her and a testament to her immense talent. 

 
A visit to the Welsh colony in PATAGONIA, OCTOBER 2019 
On 23 October 2019, Daniel Rolles and Rosa Humphreys from Year 13 travelled from Swansea, Wales to 
Gaiman, Patagonia. This was a fortnight long expedition to Patagonia with the Urdd. The journey took 
about 23 hours (including a 13-hour flight from Gatwick to Buenos Aires). 
 
The Urdd project was established in 2008, with the aim of strengthening the link between Patagonia’s 
Welsh communities and Wales by offering volunteering opportunities to young people. Daniel and Rosa 
were two of the 25 selected for the tour following a competitive process. The 2019 cohort was the twelfth 
to visit Argentina; 300 young people from Wales have now taken part in these tours. 
 
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING  
 

THE ROTARY’S WELSH LANGUAGE PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 

The school's Public Speaking Team won the 3rd prize in the competition final at the Welsh 
Assembly. After winning the West Wales Schools round it was a privilege for Rosa 
Humphreys, Gwenno Robinson and Annest Williams to compete against the remaining 
South Wales teams at the Senedd. Congratulations to all three for their fine performances 
and to Rosa for being selected as the Best Speaker of the competition. Quite a feat given 
the quality of all the confident and eloquent speakers. Well done girls! 
 
 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Warmest congratulations to Ffion Haf Davies, Year 13, for winning an award 
in a writing competition organised by the Chaucer Heritage Society. This is a 
remarkable achievement given that the competition is open to pupils across 
Great Britain. Excellent, Ffion. 



COOKERY AND CATERING 
COOKERY SUCCESS 
 
Here is a selection of the school's Catering Department activities this Year:  September-June: 

• Year 7 Cake Decorating Club  
• September- Macmillan Coffee Morning, Year 10 Class and 13 staff 
• Year 10 Catering class has prepared cawl and baked bread for the homeless (Zak's 

Place and Derek Rees) 
• December- Staff Activity, creating a Christmas cake. 
• December- Turkey and Pork Rolls Stall at the Christmas Fair to support the PTA. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTING 
 

 
Engineering success 
The Year 12 Engineering Team at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr participated in the Engineering Education Scheme 
Wales 2019-2020 in collaboration with Eddyfi. The team’s focus was a project on 'Recycling water systems 
for our Ultrasonic Probe System'. Participating were Matthew Brown, Mirain Lloyd, Molly Anderson-
Thomas, Lewis Jones, Finlay Richards, George Cawsey and William Morris, led by Mr Alun Rennolf (School 
Physics Department) and Professor Neil Pearson of Eddyfi. Menna Evans started the project but was unable 
to continue but thanks to her for prviding some momentum at the outset. 
 
The team truly pushed themselves to submit a report of a very high standard by the deadline at the end of 
March, and some two days later were informed that the submission date had been postponed and 
extended for a few months! Although they had completed their final report, they still needed to prepare 
their presentation and the accompanying detailed poster. 
 
The whole team has contributed a great deal over the past few months and shown great dedication and a 
strong work ethic, working incredibly hard on the project and endeavouring to inspire each other and 
organising the team. 
 
 

 
 
 



RESIDENTIAL COURSES 
 

 

Half Term Ski Trip, 14–21 February 2020 
 
This year's school skiing trip was to Weiss Briach near the city of 
Villach in Southern Austria on the border with Italy and Slovenia. It 
was attended by a total of 105 pupils, specifically 85 Year 8 pupils and 
20 Year 12 pupils, along with 11 teachers. It was another 
unforgettable week of excellent behaviour and great camaraderie - 
without a single accident aside from a teacher who dislocated his 
shoulder!  There were unique opportunities for pupils to develop their 
pedagogical, physical, linguistic, cultural and social skills on the slopes 
of the Nassfeld ski area. 
 
Clearly the priority was to develop the pupils' skiing skills on the slopes but there were also opportunities 
to practise German, take evening candlelit walks through the rural beauty of the village, toboggan, swim in 
a luxury swimming pool, and hold a ‘Noson Lawen’ (Welsh evening of entertainment) for hotel staff and 
the pupils’ skiing instructors.  This was a night to remember, with staff performing their annual pantomime 
and pupils performing impromptu sketches of a very high standard before holding an enthusiastic singing 
session. A huge thank you to Mr Geraint Herbert-Evans and his team of dedicated staff for their care of the 
pupils and ensuring yet another happy and successful week. There was a 12-hour delay on the journey 
home as one bus broke down at the Services, just an hour from the Calais port! Thank you again to the 
pupils of Bus 2 - Year 8 pupils - for their positive behaviour and spirit and for their wonderful co-operation 
as they passed the time at both the services and the port waiting for a bus and ferry to transport them 
home. 
  
The Music Department’s Excursion to Toronto and New York, October/November 2019 
 
During the October Half Term, fifty children and eight staff members went on the 
Music Department's trip to Toronto and New York. Here is one pupil’s report:  
 
'After leaving school at midnight, we flew to Toronto with American Airlines and 
arrived at the hotel by tea-time. We walked to Toronto's main square (Yonge Dundas 
Square), before enjoying dinner in one of the city centre’s food areas. 
 
The following day, after breakfast at the hotel, we went up the CN Tower, before 
visiting Chinatown, Kensington Market and City Hall. The next morning, we went by 
bus to see the Niagara falls, before sailing on the "Hornblower" to get close to the 
waterfall. After taking many pictures, the next stop was to visit Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
an historic beautiful village a few miles from the waterfall. Before returning to 
Toronto, we had the opportunity to shop at the Vaughan Mills Outlet Mall. 
 
The next day, it was time to bid farwell to Toronto and fly to New York. After arriving 
in New York, we visited M&Ms's biggest store in the world, before going for 



American food at Bubba Gump on Times Square. After a breakfast of 
waffles and bacon, we toured central Manhattan (Midtown) - Times 
Square, Central Park, Grand Central Station, Rockefeller Center and Top 
of The Rock. That evening, we went to see the Aladdin musical on 
Broadway.  
The following day, we visited Manhattan (Downtown), the 9/11 
memorial, One World Tower and Wall Street, before boarding a ship to 
take pictures of the Statue of Liberty. After coffee and shopping on Staten Island, 
we returned to Manhattan. That evening, we had a burger dinner at Ellens Stardust 
Diner, where the people serving sing pop songs all night.  
On our final day, we went for a walk along 5th Avenue and past Trump Tower, as 
well as visiting New York's biggest store, Macy's, before leaving for the airport. 

The excursion was fun-filled from start to finish and an unforgettable experience 
for everyone.'  

Thank you to the two Mr Lewises and all the staff involved in this successful trip to North America.  

Normandy Visit, FEBRUARY 2020 
From 27 February to 2 March, a group of Year 11 to 13 pupils went on a 
trip to Normandy in France, organised by the French Department.  

What another lovely weekend. It was a great opportunity to travel to 
Normandy with 25 of the pupils studying French in Year 11 and Year 13. 
It was an excellent chance to refine French language skills and have 
countless opportunities to learn in a natural environment. There have 
been rumours that the highlight for several pupils was seeing the 
teachers dancing at a concert but despite the wet weather, roaming the streets of Mont San Michel was 
magical. Activities such as fencing, archery, and a variety of other challenges were provided through the 
medium of French. The Sixth Form followed a different programme which included an opportunity to 
practise oral skills by interviewing native French speakers at the 'office de tourisme'.  

Pupils gained an invaluable experience of another country’s language 
and culture, as well as gaining confidence in preparing for the summer 
examinations. 

Despite the virus raising concerns across the world, it was a very 
successful trip.  The pupils, led by staff, took measures to look after 
their health (and the health of others), showed responsibility for their 
hygiene and were sensitive to the developing situation over the weekend. The Department looks forward 
to repeating the experience next year. 



Visit to Auschwitz, February 2020 
In February this year two A Level History students, Rosa Humphreys and Harri Turner, had the opportunity 
to attend a day trip to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camps in Poland. Each Year, the Holocaust 
Educational Trust offers the trip to A-level pupils from across Wales as 
part of the Lessons From Auschwitz project, giving a once in a lifetime 
experience to visit a place that’s so central to the horrific history of the 
Holocaust. 
 
The impact of the Holocaust is still felt today. As part of the Lessons From 
Auschwitz project, Rosa and Henry will now act as ambassadors in order 
to share the experiences of visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau and educate the community about the history, 
aiming to ensure that the Holocaust will never be forgotten nor repeated in future. Primo Levi, an 
Auschwitz survivor, said: 'It happened, therefore it can happen again: this is the core of what we have to 
say'. May we remember all the atrocities that occurred during the Holocaust period. 
 
The school is grateful to the Lessons From Auschwitz project for allowing Sixth Form students at Ysgol 
Gyfun Gŵyr to visit Auschwitz, with a view to encouraging our young people to use their voice to challenge 
injustice and racism in the future. 
 

SUPPORTING OTHERS 
 

CHARITY WORK 
Providing food for the homless  
In early December, Mr Lloyd Henry and the pupils of the Year 10 
Catering course prepared soup to feed those in need in Swansea, such 
as the homeless. Mr Henry and the pupils were able to prepare 
gallons of tasty and nutritious soup to distribute to the needy through 
Zak's Place in the city.  With the assistance of Rev. Derek Rees, the necessary vegetables were bought and 
delivered to the school by Seion Chapel, Waunarlwydd.  
 
 
 
Pen-y-Bryn Christmas Visit 
One of the highlights of our 
annual calendar is our visit to 
Ysgol Pen-y-Bryn the week 
before Christmas. We received 
a very warm welcome from the 
teachers and pupils of Ysgol 
Pen-y-Bryn once again this year. Sixth form pupils, members of the 
school's senoir choir and staff travelled to the school to perform 
several Christmas items. Ffion Pirotte and Matthew Lewis gave solo 
performances and Daniel Rolles contributed a string solo to the 
entertainment.  The programme was co-ordinated by Mr Berian 
Lewis and Mr Chris Lewis. We look forward to returning to Pen-y-Bryn in December 2020.  



 
Christmas Fair/Christmas Raffle 
A very successful Christmas Fair was held at the end of November, organised by Ffrindiau Gŵyr (PTA). A 
very honourable sum of £3,000 was raised as a result of the Christmas Fair, the Christmas Raffle and a Non-
uniform day. Thanks to Ffrindiau Gŵyr / PTA who are making a key contribution to the school during this 
challenging period in the school's funding. 
 

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

The Big International Conversation 
In mid-January, a group of Year 8 pupils attended the Big Conversation organised by Swansea Council. The 
Big Conversation, held each term, aims to equip our young people with a voice and promote in their midst 
an awareness of social issues. On this occasion, the day’s theme was "Life, Survival and Development" and 
a variety of activities had been organised to encourage good mental and physical health. Older members of 
the population were also invited to narrow the gap between the younger and older generations. The 
highlight of the day was undoubtedly the "Chair Yoga" session where everyone had an opportunity to 
stretch, relax and calm the mind. Thank you to Swansea Council for arranging the event. 
 
School Swap 
It was also good to see David Ingham from Year 9 and Connie Armstrong from Year 10 attending the 
"School Swap" at the Waterfront Museum. The project’s purpose - held by Swansea Council - was to film a 
documentary about the differences and similarities between Swansea's young people and the problems 
they face in the modern world. There were many activities, discussing religion, race, sexuality and culture. 
The pupils were pleased to represent the school and develop a better understanding of the backgrounds of 
other young people in the city. 
 
Children’s Rights Conference Wales  
The school's Rights Ambassadors had an opportunity to represent the school in Cardiff on 11 February for 
the Children's Rights Conference Wales, held in the company of the Children's Commissioner for Wales. 
They had a wonderful time and an opportunity to take part in many different tasks relating to the history 
of children's rights. Children's rights are now an enormous priority and it was therefore a pleasure to meet 
the Commissioner herself, Sally Holland. 
 
Anti-Racism and Islamophobia Committee 
Here is a summary of the the Anti-Racism and Islamophobia Committee activities since Christmas, led by 
Mrs Angharad Owen. 
 
The committee has been holding weekly meetings to plan how to expand committee membership as well 
as find successful strategies to work with the other rights committees. The main priority has been setting 
up a blog which includes all the rights committees (Article 55).  All committees have written articles about 
their area of focus with a view to publishing them shortly. This will be a useful and very relevant resource 
to promote human rights to a now digital audience. There will be an opportunity for people to read the 
articles, respond to them and share them with others. 
As well as this, members had the unforgettable experience of listening to the live interview of a Holocaust 
survivor. Committee members attended the session and listened to Susan Pollock's stories and 



experiences. They were interested to hear her position on restarting life following the horrific experiences 
in the concentration camps and hear how she could cope with this history until the present day. As one 
member of the group said, 'What an inspirational woman!' 
 
Before the school closed, the committee's intention was to hold a transition session with Year 6 during the 
summer term. The aim was to introduce them to the committee and find out whether a similar work was 
being done by primary schools.  Promoting interest before September would be a way for the pupils to 
gain a sense of belonging when starting secondary school. The committee has use of a notice board. We 
hope to resume with this immediately on our return to school. Dates of national meetings, publications 
and events were placed on the notice board and renewed weekly. 
 
As they aim to return to school, the committee’s main aim is to continue to collaborate with other 
committees by arranging a day of fun packed activities for Year 7 pupils to teach about human rights and 
raise awareness of the committees.  There will plenty to look forward to when normal life resumes.    
 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND EXPERIENCES 

VISITS TO DEPARTMENTS 

Welsh and Modern Languages Departments visited by former pupils  
Former pupil Rhys Williams was welcomed to the school mid-January to share his experiences with Year 11 
pupils. Rhys is now a reporter for BBC News and feels extremely fortunate to have received Welsh-medium 
education. He discussed the many doors that have opened to him as a Welsh speaker. This was such a 
valuable discussion for Year 11 pupils as they prepared to choose their next stage in education and 
employment. 
 
In addition, the Modern Languages department welcomed Megan Davies back to school. Megan also works 
as a journalist and shared her story of how the French language has helped her on her career journey. 
 
Sharing an experience 
Lily Johnstone gave a very interesting presentation to Year 9 when she discussed her work placement at 
Deloitte Zurich. Her GCSEs in languages helped her work her way through the 11-stage interviews, 
ultimately helping her fulfil her ambition and secure her dream job! This discussion was perfect timing, 
with Year 9 beginning to consider their GCSEs. It was a great opportunity to understand more about the 
benefits of speaking additional languages and how they can open so many doors in future. Thank you for 
calling in! 
 
LATIN 

Years 7, 8 and 9 had a taste of Latin lessons again this year as a result of the collaboration between the 
Department of Modern Languages’ and the Department of Classics, Swansea University. After Christmas a 
number of lunchtime language taster sessions were held for Year 7 as they learned about the world 
[ancient Rome and their mysterious gods and creatures]. A number of Year 8 pupils have worked very hard 
at studying Latin Level 1 by attending a course held as a series of after-school lessons.  A small group of 
Year 9 pupils also challenged themselves by sitting and succeeding in a GCSE examination at the end of the 
year. It’s excellent to see Latin contributing to the linguistic awareness skills of our pupils across the 



school's Language Departments. Very valuable experiences are also gained as pupils commit to learning 
beyond the usual lessons. 

Apprenticeship Fair 
After Christmas, a group of the school's Year 11 pupils had an opportunity to attend an Apprenticeship Fair 
at the Liberty Stadium. Pupils took advantage of this excellent opportunity to glean ideas for future career 
paths. There was a range of quality employers and the chance to chat to employers who offered extremely 
exciting opportunities. It was good to see a range of ideas for future employment and learn how to achieve 
goals. 

 
THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

Wales Brain Bee  
Warmest congratulations to all members of the Department of Psychology’s neuroscience team, who 
competed in the Wales Brain Bee at Cardiff University's Institute of Neurosciences and Mental Health 
Research - Harri Turner, Luke Mattey, Mia Thomas-Powell, Joseff Thomas, Dominic Harrison, Amy Glover, 
Bethan Evans, George Cawsey, Maddison Darlington, Eva Bancroft. 
 
The school received special recognition from the providers for Luke Mattey's "outstanding individual 
performance and score"! 
 
More splendid news was received following this: the school is extremely proud of 
Luke Mattey (Year 13) and Joseff Thomas (Year 12) for being invited by the Centre 
for Neuropsychiatry Genetics and Genomics to represent the Welsh neuroscience 
team at national level in the British Brain Bee competition. They were selected 
because their individual performances in the Brain Bee Cymru competition were 
amongst the top 10 performances of all candidates.  Joseff's invitation to be in 
the team is exceptional as most candidates were members of Year 13. Both were 
due to compete in London in March. 

 
 
 
Psychology students win Gold Crest Award – NUFFIELD Programme 
 
There were great celebrations when Shakira Morka and Elen Scourfield 
completed 4 weeks of scientific research with this year's Nuffield 
programme. Their awards were presented by Professor Sir Martin Evans at 
Techniquest and there was an opportunity for them to present and discuss 
their findings. They had an unforgettable experience as they took their 
knowledge of reliability and validity issues in research, which had been learnt 
in the Psychology classroom, and applied it to real-world situations. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ssl.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?ref=TAns&from=&to=en&a=competition.They


Success at being chosen as part of Cardiff University’s ‘Brain Box’ programme 
 
The Department of Psychology was delighted to be selected as one of ten 
Psychology departments across the country to trial specialized new 
equipment devised by the university to promote learning and teaching 
processes when dealing with neuroscience concepts. They had a great deal of 
fun this year in using the equipment to reinforce the Psychology students' 
understanding of the challenging concepts of the subject! 

 
 
 
Psychology students experience a virtual reality MRI scan before examining research looking at the 
connection between structural abnormalities in the brain and schizophrenia. 
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