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Revised statutory guidance of the School Standards and Organisation 

(Wales) Act 2013 

The Welsh Government has issued revised statutory guidance of the School Standards and 

Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 in relation to the Annual Report to Parents Meetings. The new 

arrangements mean that it is no longer necessary for school governing bodies to hold an annual 

meeting with parents. However, the Welsh Government considers that parents should be able 

to engage with governing bodies on issues that matter to them. 

- It is still necessary for an annual report to parents to be produced and distributed.

- If 10% of the parents of registered pupils at the school or the parents of 30 pupils

registered at the school – whichever is the lower number- request a meeting with

governors, the school governing body is required to hold a meeting.

- A school governing body can be required to hold up to 3 meetings with parents each

academic year.

 For your information, there were no matters raised by the parents to be discussed with the 

Governing Body in 2018/19. 

  CONSTITUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 2019/20 

The constitution, in accordance with the relevant Articles of Governance, is based on 1057 pupils 

from September 2019: 6 parent governors, 5 LEA governors, 2 teacher governors, 1 staff 

governor, 5 co-opted governors and the Headteacher = a total of 20 Governors. 

LEA 

Headteacher

Clerk 

until July 2021 
   - 

- 

LEA until Dec. 2022 

LEA until Jul. 2021 

LEA until Jul. 2021 

LEA until Aug. 2020 

Parent until Nov. 2022 

Parent until Nov. 2022 

Parent until Oct. 2020 

Parent until Oct. 2020 

Parent until Oct. 2020 

Parent until Nov. 2022 

Co-opted until Nov. 2021 

Co-opted until Nov. 2022 

Co-opted until Nov. 2021 

Co-opted until Sept. 2023 

Co-opted Until Sept. 2020 

Teacher until Sept. 2020 

Teacher until Nov. 2022 

Staff until Sept. 2020 

Miss Aldyth Williams (Chair) 

Mr Dafydd Jenkins  

Ms C Mari Jones 

Rev. Dr Adrian Morgan (Vice-chair) 

Mrs Susan Rodaway 

Rev. Dr Ian Morris 

Dr Robert Smith 

Mrs Catrin Evans 

Mr David Anderson Thomas 

Mrs Susan Evans 

Mrs Siân Files 

Mr Philip Lott 

Mrs Meinir Hutchings 

Mr Steve Williams 

Mrs Rahel Williams 

Dr Richard Morgan 

Mr Steve Morris 

Prof. Ceri Davies 

Mr Rhodri Evans 

Mrs Jan Ohlsson Jones 

Mr Ben Roberts 

Four Head Prefects
(on rotation of two representatives)  

School Council until Aug. 2020 
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 

Dear friends, 

I am delighted to greet you again after a very successful year in the history of 

Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr. This year saw the school's best ever GCSE results based on the 

first sitting, under the Welsh Government's new regulations of 2019.  Warmest congratulations are 

extended to pupils and staff for their hard work, which has ensured that 76% of Yr.11 pupils 

achieved 5 A*-C including English/Welsh Language and Mathematics.  Once again, the school is 

achieving commendable success and is amongst the top achievers in the county and on a national 

level. All bodes well therefore for the school to maintain its Green status again this year. Very 

warm congratulations are extended to the school; we know that this success is well deserved and 
we take great pride in it.   

 At the end of August this year, we said our official farewell to Mrs Katherine Davies, Headteacher 

since September 2002. Her years in the driving seat were characterised by inspirational and 

energetic leadership.  Her style of leadership was always appropriate, open and inclusive.  Without 

exception, she was respectful and fair towards others. She undertook the significant 

responsibilities of her position in a smooth and reliable manner, on behalf of the LEA, Governing 

Body, staff, pupils and parents.  The characteristics of her naturally steadfast personality were 

valued within the school community.  Without doubt, the school has benefited greatly from her 

intellect, dedication and professionalism in the face of the challenges of the past eighteen 

years.  The strengths of the school were repeatedly identified during this period academically, in 
the sphere of extra-curricular activities, and culturally, and also on a national scale.   

 In the light of her excellent work as Headteacher, Mrs Davies was offered a significant role on 

secondment to Welsh Government from January 2017.  During this period, her influence on the 

field of education was considerable in developing national policy and approach.  Her period of 

secondment ended in August 2019 but Mrs Davies decided not to return to school as operational 

Headteacher.  Mrs Davies’ departure brings to an end a happy, successful and exciting chapter in 

the school's history.  The school would like to publicly thank Mrs Davies for her tremendous work 
and wish her well in her retirement.  

Mr Dafydd Jenkins was appointed Interim Headteacher in January 2017 and permanent 

Headteacher in September 2019.  Already, we have witnessed his tireless dedication to ensure the 

continued resounding success of the school over the past three years.  Similarly Mr. Jeffrey 

Connick was appointed Interim Deputy Headteacher in January 2017 and permanent Deputy 

Headteacher in September 2019.  In addition, Mr Rhodri Evans and Mrs Sara Thomas were 

appointed as permanent Senior Teachers from September 2019.  Mr Gareth Williams and Mrs Mary 

Moses are already in post as permanent Assistant Head teachers.  Without doubt, the school is in 

the safe hands of a team of very able and experienced leaders and we wish them well.  At the end 

of the summer term, we bade farewell to the following staff, Catrin Shaw, Gareth Jones, Nia 

Williams, Joseph Loft, Ria Evans, Kate Evans and Frances Morgan.  We thank them all for their 

valuable contribution to the work of the school and wish them well in the future.  We welcomed 

Chloe James, Emyr Myers, Angharad Powell, Lowri Isaac, Stephen Davies, Carys Comley, Rebecca 

Richards and Sara Owen into our midst and we extend to them our good wishes as they work 

within the Departments of Science, English, Mathematics, Health and Social Care, Textiles and the 
Welsh BAC. 

1057 pupils were welcomed into the school in September, with almost 100 students from Bryn 

Tawe. The school is definitely growing and we look forward to developing the site for them with 

the Welsh Government's £6M grant in 2020/21. 

Before concluding, we send to you our thanks once more, parents and guardians, for your support 
and willing cooperation, and we look forward to further collaboration in the coming year. 

Yours sincerely 

Aldyth Williams (Chair of Governors) 
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POST INSPECTION ACTION PLAN 

A summary of the Plan’s main targets in response to the last Inspection report: 

 Disseminate best practice in aspects of teaching and assessment

 Ensure that information that arises from classroom observations and scrutinising books

leads to setting improvement targets in departmental development plans

RAISING STANDARDS 

The school continues to aim for the highest possible attainment in every Key Stage by ensuring 

that the standards of teaching and learning are consistently high, through setting ambitious 

targets for each pupil, through tracking progress carefully, through supporting pupils in target 

groups with additional assistance and through working closely with parents. The school continues 

to promote the attainment of groups of learners to develop robust study skills in order that their 

standards are consistent with those of other pupils. We aim annually to narrow the gap between 

the performance of boys and girls and also to reduce the impact of deprivation and additional 

learning needs on the achievements of pupils in order to help all individuals achieve their full 

potential. The Hafan learning resource was established where specialist staff support specific pupils 

in order to assist them proactively.  Study sessions are regularly held in the Hafan allowing pupils 

to catch up with homework and unfinished classwork, supported by staff over the lunch break.  We 

have also developed a texting service in order to inform parents of uncompleted homework in 

order to promote a closer working partnership between staff and parents. The focus continues in 

2019-20 on the development of strategies to reduce the impact of deprivation, as well as curricular 

planning in response to the requirements of the Curriculum for Wales 2022, and the Digital 

Competency Framework.  Indeed, the focus of the work of the Professional Learning Communities 

is on the basis of Areas of Learning and Experience for the 2022 Curriculum, researching strategies 

to raise standards further. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

We continue to utilise the five part lesson plan across the school, supporting skills development 

and the thinking cycle of planning, developing and reviewing. Great emphasis is placed upon 

developing lessons that promote the use of skills in literacy, numeracy and digital competence and 

which raise the standards of these skills through their practice across the curriculum in a 

meaningful way. The school remains focused on ensuring all staff have a shared understanding of 

what makes an excellent lesson. The school continues to encourage teachers to attend the 

Outstanding Teacher Programme which supports the sharing of excellent practice amongst 

teachers. All teachers are observed during the year, in order to monitor standards and share good 

practice. Teachers are encouraged to work together in order to observe each other thus learning 

from each other. Our aim as a school is to ensure consistent high quality lessons throughout the 

year. Scrutiny of pupils' books at all Key Stages is an important part of the school's self-evaluation 

processes on an annual basis.

CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL’S HANDBOOK 

Any changes to the school’s handbook since its publication are included in this report. 
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2019-20 DEVELOPMENT PLAN PRIORITIES 

The main whole school targets: 

 continue to raise standards, aiming for the highest possible standards in every Key Stage,

whilst also reducing the impact of deprivation on pupil attainment

 develop pastoral structures which focus upon on each pupil’s welfare and progress

 develop the school as a learning establishment under the auspices of the OECD work

 respond to the planning requirements for the New Curriculum for Wales 2022

 disseminate excellent teaching and learning practices, as well as assessment for learning,

across the school

 continue to work closely with the LA to develop the school site

THE USE OF WELSH 

Welsh is the official language of the school and it should be used exclusively on the school site 

by staff and pupils, except in lessons such as English, Science (when taught through the medium 

of English) and Modern Foreign Languages. With the exception of English, all subjects are 

taught through the medium of Welsh, but in KS4 it is possible to choose to study Science either 

through the medium of Welsh or English. In KS5, the Sciences are taught through the medium 

of English at Gŵyr but it is possible to study them through the medium of Welsh at Bryn Tawe, 

through the Gŵyr-Bryn Tawe Partnership. 

LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS 

The school is very keen to continually improve the basic skills of every pupil 

so that they can read, write and speak in Welsh and English and use 

number to a level necessary to make progress at the school.  Previously, 

the Basic Skills Standards Mark was awarded in recognition of the excellent 

work of the school in this field. As part of this important work, the focus 

of the daily pastoral period is on literacy and numeracy with e.g. ‘the 

weekly language rule’ and ‘the weekly numeracy puzzle’.   The focus in 

the KS3 curriculum in particular is to promote all pupils’ l iteracy 

and numeracy skills in order to respond to the requirements of 

the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework  and this is 

achieved through focusing on e.g. the Eight Reading Behaviours and 

the Six Non Literary Writing Styles.  Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend any 

Literacy and Numeracy training arranged by the school in order to learn techniques to support 

the pupils in these key areas.  

REVIEW OF SCHOOL POLICIES 

Every school policy was reviewed in 2018-19 to ensure that they are all current. 
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ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS (ALN) 

Children have additional learning needs (ALN) if they have a learning difficulty which means that 

they require a special educational provision to be made for them. 

The school aims to ensure equal value for all pupils, and in order to achieve this, the school 

accepts that all individuals should have the opportunity to participate in a broad, balanced and 

differentiated curriculum regardless of their learning needs in order to maximize their ability 

within this curriculum. This policy is based on the principle of inclusion and is reinforced by the 

school's inclusion policy. 

To achieve this, the school will: 

1. integrate pupils to ensure mixed ability classes in Yr.7 by encouraging the use of

appropriate differentiated tasks whenever the need arises and wherever possible,

2. for the core subjects, promote an approach from Yr.8 onwards, which enables pupils with

learning difficulties to receive deserving attention and support.

3. employ a ALN Co-coordinator to:

 provide information, advice and training for teachers on pupils with specific and varied

educational difficulties,

 evaluate the educational experiences of pupils with learning difficulties and monitor
the school's provision on this,

 act  as  a  link  between  the  children,  parents,  school  and  all  employees
/specialized agencies,

 set up a system of Individual Educational Plans,

 contribute towards preparing the school for the changes that will come as a result of the

new Additional Learning Needs Act.

4. maintain methods of assessment across the curriculum which recognize weaknesses and

strengths of pupils with special educational needs, tracking pupils' progress and set

appropriate targets to promote further development,

5. acknowledge that the individual pupil has a voice when discussing his/her own

educational needs,

6. accept that all teachers are ALN teachers and every member of staff has an

important contribution to make to the education of pupils with ALN within the school.

At present, there are 198 pupils on the ALN register of the school. 

A Special Teaching Facility was opened within the school in September 2009. This unit caters for 

a maximum of nine pupils with general learning difficulties. The aim of the unit ‘Y Tŷ’, is to offer 

specialist and specific provision to pupils within a calm, homely atmosphere, by promoting 

pupils' confidence and independence. The unit has a strong policy of integration, and every 

opportunity is given to all pupils at ‘Y Tŷ’ to undertake lessons and activities within mainstream. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Working in partnership with the Authority and others has allowed the school to focus on complying 

with all the relevant statutory requirements to ensure that pupils, staff and visitors are kept safe 

at all times.  The school has a Health and Safety Policy which is reviewed annually.  Also, the 

school is committed to a Healthy Eating Policy and as a result we have restricted the availability of 

fatty foods, such as chips, in the school canteen.  School catering, also conforms to Welsh 

Government guidelines on Healthy Eating. 
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SPORT 

The Governors are of the opinion that the main sporting aims of the school were realized during 

the year, namely that the pupils had an opportunity to: 

 enjoy a wide range of activities, with equal opportunity,
 develop self-confidence whilst playing with others,

 develop their skills as individuals and as team members.

The following activities are offered: netball, hockey, boys’ and girls’ football, boys’ and girls’ 

rugby, basketball, gymnastics, swimming, cross country running, athletics, rounders, 

baseball, tennis, cricket, badminton, volleyball, skiing, outdoor pursuits. 

Gavin Lewis has been appointed as our Sports and Fitness Officer under the financial auspices of 

the Welsh Government, with the specific brief of offering further sporting opportunities to an 

even greater number of students. Mr Lewis offers a wide range of alternative sports, which 

include the following: climbing, surfing, golf and dance. 

DISABILITY 

The Governors are fully committed to ensuring equality for every disabled individual that uses 

our school premises. As a result of this, the school has in place a Strategic Equality Plan in 

order to improve the school’s provision. The plan is reviewed annually and as a consequence 

the school possesses a record of stakeholders’ disabilities and has made significant 

progress a s  pa r t  o f  on -go i ng  improvement  works  in renewing doors, building 

accessibility ramps, etc. The school intends to continue to work hard over the next few years in 

order to ensure more disability equality.  

BUILDINGS AND SCHOOL SITE ISSUES 

Detailed discussions have been on-going with the Authority for some time as the school faces a 

significant increase in pupil numbers over the next five years.  The school and the Authority have 

been in collaboration as a joint planning team to ensure the school benefits from the Welsh 

Government’s capital monies schemes that is Band A and Band B.  Band A has already been 

completed.  Plans for the Band B scheme have been submitted and already agreed by planners to 

build a new teaching block consisting of eight classrooms, with a new kitchen and dining area 

located within the same building.  Also agreed is the development of 3G and 2G games’ surface 

areas and a new MUGA, and also the refurbishment of current buildings to accommodate new 

Music and Drama studios.  Please note the plans for the new teaching block and games facilities in 

the Appendix.  The work will commence early in 2020 and the expectation is that completion will 

be by September 2021.  We will keep parents informed of relevant developments during the year.   

SCHOOL TOILETS/DRINKING WATER 

The school has a sufficient number of toilets on site in relation to pupil numbers. Toilets are 

located in most of the main teaching blocks. Adequate staff toilets, in accordance with staff 

numbers, are also provided. The toilets are cleaned to a high standard on a daily basis by the 

Local Authority’s Cleaning Services. All toilets are inspected daily by cleaners and site staff. 

Toilet requisites are provided from school budget. Most of the toilet areas have electronic hand 

dryers.  Also, a supply of clean drinking water is easily available throughout the school day to all 

our pupils and staff. 
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DESTINATIONS OF PUPILS  Sept. 2018/19

*Destinations of pupils aged 16 years –

September 2018-2019

Number of pupils aged 15 153

Continued in full-time education – School 96

Continued in full-time education – College 54

Employed 0

Employed with training (apprenticeship) 2

Receiving training but not employed 1

Not in employment, education or training 0

OFFICIAL 11-16 PUPIL ATTENDANCE STATISTICS FOR 

2018/2019    Whole School Attendance Target (Yr.7-
Yr.11) 2018-19 – 96.5% 

Year Number of pupils Attendance (%) 

7 171 96.5% 

8 191 96.0% 

9 159 95.2% 

10 140 95.1% 

11 153 95.1% 

Whole school 7-11 814 95.7% 

Unauthorized absences: 0.5% 

All absences: 3.8% 

SCHOOL DAY TIMES

Normal day - 8.30 Teachers’ Meeting; 8.35 Buses Arrive;  

8.40, Registration/Pastoral/Assembly;9.00 Lesson 1; 9.50 Lesson 2; 10.40 BREAK; 
11.00 Lesson 3; 11.50 Lesson 4; 12.40 LUNCH; 1.30 Registration and Lesson 5;  
2.20 Lesson 6; 3.10 End of Lesson 6. 

TERM AND HOLDAY DATES FOR 2019/20 

Half Term Holidays 

Term Start From To End Days 

Autumn 

2019 

Monday 
2 September 

Monday 

28 October 

Friday 
1 November 

Friday 
20 December 

75 

Spring 

2020 

Monday 

6 January 

Monday 

17 February 

Friday 

21  February       

  Thursday 

 3 April 

60 

Summer 

2020 

Monday 

20 April 

Monday 

25 May 

Friday 

29 May 

  Monday 

 20 July 

60 

Total 195 

The school will be closed on the following days for In-service Training/Preparation Work 

on:   2 September 2019, 9 December 2019, 19 December 2019, 14 February 

2020, 20 July 2020.    May-Day Bank Holiday Monday 8th May 2020. 
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FINANCIAL DETAILS (April '18 - March '19) 

For information relating to the school budget 2018-19, refer to the Appendix 

provided by the City and County of Swansea.   

Once again, members of the Governing Body did not claim any travel or 

subsistence costs. Despite this, the Governors would like to thank the school for 

providing tea/coffee and biscuits as light refreshments at the Governing Body meetings 

– this is greatly appreciated.

We thank the ‘Friends of Gŵyr’ for their consistent work in raising money and for their 

regular valuable contributions towards equipment/resources bought as part of the 

School Development Plan. 

We also wish to declare that at no time have Governors/School Staff received financial 

benefits or other favours during 2018-19.   

EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 2019 

Warmest congratulations to our staff and pupils for all the hard work undertaken 

resulting in the achievement of such excellent examination results which were amongst 

the very best in Wales. 

The target set for KS4 L2+ 2018/19 was 85% as per usual.  The pupils attained 76% 

i.e. the best ever percentage for the school on the first sitting.  This was short of the

ambitious target but a reflection of the national trend and the comparative strengths of

the year.

See the Appendix giving full details of the results as published by Welsh Government. 

SCHOOL CULTURAL AND SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 2018/19 

We extend our many congratulations to the pupils for their sweeping successes in both 

cultural and sporting spheres again in 2018/19. 

We also thank staff for all their hard work in promoting additional activities and for 

giving of their limited time.  See Appendix. 
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YSGOL GYFUN GŴYR

MANTOLEN GWARIANT/STATEMENT OF ACTUAL EXPENDITURE 2018/19 

Gwariant 
Dirprwyedig/Delegated 

Expenditure

Gwariant heb 
Ddirprwyo/Non-Delegated 

Expenditure

Cyfanswm Gwariant 
Net/Total Net 
Expenditure

£ £ £

Cyflogau Athrawon

Teachers Salaries

Cyflogau

Salaries

Costau eraill ar y cyflogau

Other employee costs

Safle

Premises

Trafnidiaeth

Transport

Gwasanaethau ac Adnoddau

Supplies & Services

Ad-daliadau

Recharges

Gwariant Crynswth/Gross Expenditure 4,543,784 779,174 5,322,958

Incwm Grant/Grant Income -182,530 0 -182,530
Incwm/Income -289,445 -83,830 -373,275

Incwm Crynswth/Gross Income -471,975 -83,830 -555,805

Gwariant Net/Net Expenditure 4,071,810 695,344 4,767,154

£

4,073,445

4,071,810

OPENING BALANCE ON RESERVES: 01/04/17

CLOSING BALANCE ON RESERVES: 31/03/18

3,019,7938,8863,010,906

1,635

105,477

103,842

25817781

888,706114,045774,661

689,736648,83640,899

262,3280262,328

DOSRANIAD FFORMIWLA TERFYNOL / FINAL FORMULA ALLOCATION

WRTH GEFN/RESERVES:

162,7957,230155,565

299,3430299,343

BALANS CAU AR YR WRTH GEFN: 31/03/18

BALANS AGORIADOL AR YR WRTH GEFN: 01/04/17

TRANSFER TO/(FROM) RESERVES

TROSGLWYDDO I/(WRTH) YR WRTH GEFN

CYFANSWM GWARIANT NET / TOTAL NET EXPENDITURE



Summary of our Results 

KS3 
Percentage of girls, boys and pupils achieving at least the expected level (Level 5+) 





The Best of Gŵyr 

2018/2019 



CELEBRATING THE SUCCESSES OF YSGOL GYFUN GŴYR’S 

PUPILS 

2018/2019 has been another year of outstanding success for pupils at Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr in countless extra-
curricular activities. Thanks to all the staff who volunteer and dedicate their time so tirelessly to ensure 
that our pupils have access to such a rich and wide range of diverse activities. This contributes so much to 
the emotional well-being, health, confidence and development of our pupils to be well rounded citizens. 
The opportunities on offer are numerous and the successes at all levels are noteworthy, so here's a taste of 
our children's achievements! 
 

ON THE PLAYING FIELD 
 

SWANSEA YOUNG SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR 2018 / 2019 

Rhian Evans, Imogen Morris and Eluned King were nominated for Young Sportswoman of the Year at the Swansea 
Sports Awards. Eluned took first prize, which is a great achievement. Huge congratulations to her! 
 

THE OSPREYS COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR AWARD  

On Friday the 10th of May at a prestigious ceremony, Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr won 'Community School of the Year 2018-
2019' for the Ospreys region. Dafydd Lewis and Bryn Goss from Year 13 had the privilege of collecting the prize and 
representing the school on this special evening. 

 

THE NETBALL COURT 

 Rhian Evans was selected for the Welsh under-21 netball squad. This is 
a remarkable achievement, given Rhian's age. 

 Rhian Evans, Ellie Thomas, Carys Richards Evans, Rosa Humphreys, 
Anna Melmouth, Megan Davies, and Kate Raby have been selected for 
the Afan Nedd Tawe Under 18 squad 

 Tate Mellor, Laurel Hunt, Carys Underdown, Elin Griffiths, Madison 
Evans, Jamie Holland, and Medi Thomas were selected for the Afan 
Nedd Tawe Under 16 squad. 

 Megan Davies, Laura Hil, and Sian Raby have represented Afan Nedd 
under 14. 

 Yr.7 Netball reaching County final and losing in the golden goal!  

 Yr.10 Netball reaching county final and losing to Ysgol Bae Baglan.  

 Under 16 Netball winning the county cup and progressing to the Welsh 
final - 4th place. 

 Under 18 Netball winning the county cup and advancing to the Welsh final 
- 2nd place. 

 Afan Nedd and Swansea Under 16s - Tate Mellor, Carys Underdown, 
Laurel Hunt, Jamie Holland, Elin Griffiths, Madison Evans and Medi 
Thomas 

 Afan Nedd and Swansea Under 14s - Megan Davies, Georgina Lillicrap, 
Emily White and Laura Hill 

 

GYMNASTICS  

 Charlie Davies Yr.8 competed in the Urdd Boys KS3 Individual competition 

 Congratulations to the school's senior gymnastics team Tyler Jenkins, Sofie Morgan, Tahlia Morris, Caitlin 
Davies, Annie Edwards and Megan Driscoll on winning the gold in the Urdd gymnastics competitions in 
Aberystwyth on the 13th of February. Well done to the other teams who competed in the first round in 
Gower on the 17th of January. Here are the competitors: 

o Individual KS3 Girls - Quianna Wheeler 
o Individual KS4 - Megan Driscoll 



o Pair KS3 - Tia Hayward and Catrin Thomas 
o KS3 Trio - Mia Gold, Quianna Wheeler and Emily 

Carlson 
o KS3 Group - Morgan Pascoe, Mia Gold, Quianna 

Wheeler, Tia Hayward, Catrin Thomas and Emily 
Carlson 

o  KS4 Group - Megan Driscoll, Caitlin Davies, Tahlia 
Morris, Sofie Morgan, Tyler Jenkins, Annie Edwards 

 
 
THE ATHLETICS TRACK 

  Aled Tumelty Yr.9 ran in the 1500m under 15's for Swansea Harriers and won a silver medal in the West 
Wales Championship indoor athletics. 

  Mai Davies Yr.8 first in the under 13 trials and Ella Davies Yr.10 second under 15 in the London Marathon 
mini trials. Both will represent Wales. 

 Mai Davies Yr.8 took second place in the Cardiff 3km race. 

 In the County competition, the year 8 + 9 school boys team won the county championship, and the year 10 + 
11 middle school boys team were runners up in the County championship. 

 In the national final, the junior boys team finished year 7 + 8 and middle boys year 9 + 10 were third in 
Wales. 

 In the County Schools Cup, the year 7 + 8 junior boys team and the 9 + 10 middle year boys came in first 
place. These teams went on to represent the County of Afan Nedd and 
Tawe in the Welsh final of the Brecon Cup competition on July 10th.  

 William Trott Yr.9 won the British indoor competition in the pole vault 
with a new British record of 3 metres 70 cm. Dylan Morgan Yr.9 won 
the bronze medal in the 200m race - indoor athletics for boys under 15. 

 The following boys won a place in the Afan Neath Tawe athletics team 
to compete in the Welsh championships in Cardiff. They were chosen 
as they won their individual County Championships: Dylan Morgan, 
William Trott, Aled Tumelty, Aneurin Davies, Charlie Cawsey and 
Harrison Wheeler from Year 9, Owain Clarke and Owain Green from 
Year 10, Josh Wilton from Year 11 and Josh Wallace from Year 12. 

 William Trott also broke the county record in the pole vault with a jump 
of 3m 80cm. 

 Josh Wilton broke the county record in the discus with a throw of 40m 45cm. 

 Number of individuals winning individual competitions at County Championships including Aneurin Davies in 
the 800m, William Trott Yr.9 breaking County record in pole vault, DylanMorgan Yr.9 in the 300m and triple 
jump, and Joshua Wilton Yr.11 breaking a record in the discus. 

  In the Welsh Schools championship in Cardiff when competing for the ANT team, William Trott Yr.9 won the 
Pole Jump with a jump of 4m 10cm to become the Welsh champion and as a result was selected for the 
Welsh under 17 athletics team. Owain Clarke Yr.10 won the 400m hurdles race and became the Welsh 
champion and as a result was selected for the Welsh under 17 athletics team. Joshua Wilton Yr.11 came 
second in the discus on a disc across Wales. Owain Green did Yr.10, Aled Tumelty Yr.9 and Charlie Cawsey 
Yr.9 also competed on the day.   

 Mai Davies, Rosie Jones, Ella Davies, Alex 
Tew, Gabrielle Garcia, and Jamie Holland 
represented the County team in the Welsh 
competition 

 Year 8 and 9 girls teams and year 10 and 11 
girls won County athletics competition. 

 A number of individuals winning individual 
competitions including Mai Davies Yr.8 in the 
800m, Alex Tew winning in the high jump, 
and Ella Davies 1st in the 1500m. 

 Mai Davies representing Welsh Athletics at London Mini Marathon. 



THE SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 2019 

Once again this year, the school sports were held at Swansea University's athletics ground in Sketty Lane in early 
June. The pupils competed in a range of competitions on the track with the throwing and jumping competitions in 
the field. One of the highlights of the day was seeing a number of old school records being broken. These included: - 

 Joseph Walters Yr.7 - Hurdles 75m 

 Joseph Walters Yr.7 – Shot Putt 

 Joseph Walters Yr.7 – Discus 

 Harrison Garcia Yr.8 - 800m 

 Llys Olwen Yr.8 - 4x100m relay 

 Harrison Wheeler Yr.9 - 300m 

 Dylan Morgan Yr.9 - Triple Jump 

 Owain Clarke Yr.10 - Hurdles 80m 

 Owain Clarke Yr.10 - 400m Hurdles 

 Lilly Ford Yr.7 – Shot Putt 

 Lilly Ford Yr.7 – Discus 

 Gabby Garcia Yr.10 - 300 m 
 

 
THE HOCKEY FIELD 

 Ffion Wall and Rosie Jones were selected for the County team 
and for the South Wales Dragons team. 

 The school boys’ under-18 team won the Welsh hockey 
competition for the first time ever, beating Rydal Penrhos 
School in the final. 

 Joseph Moyse and Nicholas Morgan were members of the 
Wales Under 18 hockey team. 
 

 
IN THE SWIMMING POOL 

 Aneurin Davies Yr.9 won the Urdd regional competition 
going on to compete in the Urdd national competition in 
Cardiff where he won two gold medals. 

 Year 9 and 10 boys relay team won silver medal in URDD 
national swimming championship. 

 The Senior Girls relay team won bronze medal at URDD 
national swimming championship. 

 Keira Gillett Yr.9 had the best national time in the 200m 
freestyle. 

 Rhys Edwards Yr.11 was successful in creating a new 
record in the 200m butterfly race at the British Summer 
Championship in Sheffield. 

 Rhys Edwards finished 3rd in the 200m butterfly in the Under -18 Swimming 
Championship in Glasgow with Aneurin Davies coming 7th in his 200m 
breaststroke championship - quite a feat considering Rhys is only 16 and 
Aneurin is only 14. 

 Six Gwyr relay teams reached the Urdd competition finals. Bronze medal for 
the Senior Girls.  

 Congratulations to Gracie Gilligan on being chosen to represent the Welsh 
swimming squad. 

 

 

 



WATER POLO 

 Woody Francis Yr.9 and Vaughan Shield Yr.10 were selected for the Wales Under 16 water polo team 
Competing in the British Championship at Walsall. 
 

 
LIFE SAVING 

 Lydia Cairns Johnson Yr.9 won a gold award and the title of champion in the British lifesaving competition 
with her partner in Leeds during the October half term. 

 

 
ON THE RUGBY FIELD 
15 A SIDE 

 Year 8 rugby team won the West Ospreys 
league after winning 5 out of 5 games in 
the group. As a result of winning the league 
the team went on to play in the final of the 
Ospreys Cup.  

 Year 8 team won the Ospreys West final 
against Bishopston 42 - 24 at Llandarcy. 

 Year 8 team become Ospreys champions 
by winning the final against Ysgol y 
Dderwen (Pencoed) at Tonmawr rugby 
ground 33 -12. 

 Year 8 team reached the Welsh cup final. Played against a strong team from Glantaf in the final at 
Principality Stadium where the school lost 38-21 in an exciting game. 

 The year 7 rugby team reached the Swansea Cup final, losing 31-0 in the final against Bishopston in St 
Helen's. 

 The year 8 rugby team won the Swansea Cup after beating Morriston School 38 – 31 in the final. 

 The year 9 rugby team reached the Swansea plate final, losing 37 – 20 to Penyrheol School in St Helen’s 

 The year 10 team won the Swansea Schools cup after beating Bishopston 27-5 in the final at St Helen's. 

 The year 11 rugby team reached the Swansea Cup final, losing 12 – 7 to Bishopston in the final minute of the 
game in St Helen's. 

 Cameron Jones, Brandon Jones, Gregor Devine Yr.11 won a squad place in the Ospreys under 16 (after West 
and East combined) while Troy Davies Yr.11 and Joe Rees Yr.10 were members of the Ospreys under 16 
development squad. 

 Eleven year 10 rugby boys (Gwyr's biggest ever representation) – Joe Rees, Ben Thomas, Morgan James, Cai 
James, Rhydian Suggett, Iestyn Ohlsson-Jones, Freddie Stevens, Jac Cross, Samson Lawson, Owain Green and 
Joe Williams - were selected in the Swansea Schools (under 15) squad, with Joe Rees selected as captain of 
the team, and Ben Thomas vice-captain. 

 The Swansea team went on to reach the final of The Dewar Shield where they lost 24-21 in a great match 
against Cardiff Schools at the Principality Stadium. They also won the Welsh 7 a side competition with 
several members of the squad coming from Gwyr. 

 Josh Thomas (a recent pupil) has represented Wales under 19 in 3 international match this year and 
performed well in all. He hopes to be selected in the Wales under 20 squad for next season. 

 Molly Anderson Thomas and Megan Black have represented the Ospreys under 18 rugby team 

 Anna Melmoth Yr.12 is a member of the Wales Under18's touch rugby team. 

 Congratulations to Rosie Jones on being selected for Wales' touch rugby team 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7 A SIDE 
 The year 9 rugby team won the plate at the 

Bishopston 7 a side competition in March. 

 On the 8th of April the year 7 rugby team came 
second in the cup in the Urdd 7 a side 
competition. 

 The Year 8, 11, and 12 / 13 teams participated 
in the Rosslyn Park 7 a side competition in 
London. 

 The Year 10 sevens side lost in the final of the 
Urdd 7s in a very close match against Maes-y-
Gwendraeth Comprehensive School 

 Congratulations to Jack Cross, Anna Melmoth, 
Molly Anderson Thomas and Oscar Healy on representing Wales in Touch Rugby on a national level. 

 

 

ON THE CRICKET FIELD 
 Ellie Chahal Yr.11 (captain) and Madison Evans represented the Wales 

under 17 women's cricket team 

  Joe Singh Yr.12 won the title of "Division 1 outstanding young player of 
the season" in the West Wales Cricket League.  

 Ioan Martyn from year 11 has been selected to represent Wales under 
15's cricket ALN team to tour Sri Lanka. 

 Year 10 (under 15) cricket team went on to represent West Glamorgan 
in the 'Lords Taverners' Cup (British cup) because they won the County cricket cup last year. They lost to Bro 
Myrddin in the last 32 of Britain. 

 The year 7 cricket team won the County competition at Pontarddulais 
cricket ground on the 7th of July. As a result they will represent the 
county in the South Wales Cup next year 

 Lewis Edwards, Cai Gealy, Ryan Evans Yr.7 Ollie Rogers, Owen Lewis, 
Tomos Williams and Jo Holland Yr.8, Jamie Mann Yr.9, Jack Rees, Rhys 
James, Jac Cross and Jack Gareth Rees Yr.10 have been selected in 
forGlamorgan County cricket teams. 

  Iestyn Rees Yr.13 represented the Senior Wales Cricket team in the 
Minor Counties Championship. 

 Oliver Rogers Yr.8 and Lewis Edwards Yr.9 represented the Wales team.  
 

 

THE SOCCER FIELD 
 The school's year 7 football team reached the semi-final of Swansea Schools after a successful season. 

 Rhys Richards Yr.8, Lewis Bell and Alex Gerorge Yr.9, Owain Clarke and Ben Thomas Yr 10, Luc Rees Yr.11 all 
part of the Swansea Football Schools team for their age group. 

 Ben Thomas Yr.10 has also been selected for the Wales Under 15s Football Squad. 

 Swansea Schools team including Lewis Bell Yr.9 won the Welsh championship with Lewis scoring in the final. 

 Luc Rees has signed a contract with Forest Green Rovers football club 

 Chloe Clarke and Catrin Thomas were chosen for the County under 14 team. 



CROSS COUNTRY 
 Aled Tumelty came to the fore in the Afan Neath Tawe cross 

country competition 

 Dafydd King, Tomos O’Brien and Aled Tumelty competed in the 
Welsh Schools cross country competition in Brecon 

 Year 8 and 9 boys team came second, and year 10 and 11 boys 
team third in the County Competition at Margam Park  

 The following boys were selected for the county cross country 
team based on their performance in the county race which took 
place at Margam Park - Dafydd King Yr.8, Tom O'Brien and Aled 
Tumelty Yr.9, and Josh Wallace Yr.12. Aled Tumulty became the 
county's individual champion for winning the Yr.8 and 9 race. They 
went on to compete in the Welsh Cross Country Championship in 
Brecon.  

 Mai Davies and Ella Davies won medals in the Afan Neath Tawe cross country competition before going on to 
the Wales competition. 

 Ella Davies, Megan Davies and Gracie Yr.7 competed in the Welsh Schools cross country competition in 
Brecon.  

 Mai Davies Yr.8 came third in the 'Welsh Inter Regional race'  

 Mai Davies represented West Wales in the British competition, and ran the London mini marathon.  

 Ella Duffy, Megan Evans and Gracie Gilligan represented the County. 

 

ARCHERY 
 Austin Burrow Yr.9 competed in the Welsh and British archery championship during the year. 

 
  
THE CYCLING TRACK 

 Eluned King was selected to represent the GB cycling team 
on the track and on the road. Eluned is rapidly beocoming 
known as one of the cycling stars of the future 

 Imogen Morris Yr.8 is now the Welsh Champion for 2018 in 
two different sports, the Criterium (on the road) and the 
Omnium (on track). She also came second in the 2018 Welsh 
Cycling Awards for the youth performance of the year award. 
  

ON THE JUDO MAT 
 Joseph Thomas won gold and silver at the WSKO South 

Wales Open 

 Ollie Lewis Yr.7 was selected for the Welsh judo squad, and won a gold medal for 
Wales in Belgium. 

 Manon Thomas won gold and silver at the WSKO South Wales Open 

 
STREET DANCING 

 Congratulations to Caitlin Stevenson Evans Yr.12 on representing Wales in this popular sport 
 

 

TRIATHLON 

 Joshua Wallace has been selected to the British Under-20s team and will compete in the world triathlon 
championship. This is happening in Edmonton (Canada) in August 2020. 

 
 
 



KARATE 

 Rory Phillips Yr.8 has won two gold medals and a silver medal as part of the Welsh Karate team at the 
European Championship held in Italy. 

KICK BOXING 

 Niamh Hadley Yr.9 competed in the World Kickboxing Championship - she competed in Italy during the 
Autumn Half Term. She won two silver awards and one gold. 

 

 

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award Groups again enjoyed a successful year 

with 68 successfully completing the Bronze expedition on the Gower 

Peninsula in July. In addition to the expedition, the pupils had weekly 

sessions over a 6 month period to learn new skills, participate in 

physical activities and volunteer. 21 Sixth Form students committed to 

achieve the Gold Award this year. The expedition again had interesting 

weather, and completing the expedition as a result was very 

challenging. The pupils continue to work on completing the 

volunteering, physical entertainment and skills sections, which will take 

18 months to complete. The success of the Duke of Edinburgh Award within 

the School is a source of pride, and enables large numbers of our pupils to 

acquire and develop a broad and purposeful range of life skills. 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CULTURAL REALM 
THE WELSH LANGUAGE 

We continue to work diligently and tirelessly to promote the use of Welsh for our pupils in all aspects of life. The aim 
is to engender pride in being Welsh and to encourage them to use Welsh regularly not only in school but in their 
social life outside the walls of Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr. Here is a taste of the activities offered to the pupils this year. 

 

ACTIVITIES PROMOTING WELSH 
 Theatre in Education visit for Yr.7 in June;  

 'Hyll Band' Welsh Music Day gig at Ysgol Bryn Tawe;  

 Mysterious Dwynwen;  

 Discussing the environment on a File Programme;  

 Watching and recording the Jonathan programme on S4C with Yr.12 in 
November;  

 Weekly Welsh songs during morning registration;  



 Rhys Padarn Workshop with GCSE Art pupils;  

 Transition Activities - Sixth form to be responsible for promoting Welsh during the Transition Course in 
Llangrannog;  

 Roadshow to primary schools under the care of the Drama Department to include an element of Welshness;  

 Head Prefects gave a presentation on Welshness and the Welsh Language Charter to other pupils; 

 Providing support to two pupils who have been selected to represent the Urdd in Patagonia; 

 Sharing the Urdd's Goodwill Message and working with the Rights Committee to make it known publicly;   

 Produce a Pass Welsh On video with staff and pupil representatives;  

 Welsh Language Committee crew held whole school assembly during February and after the introduction of 
a service on the theme of Welshness in October;  

 A presentation was organised by Stwnsh, S4C, for year 7 and 8 pupils in February;  

 Organised the Menter Iaith to hold a Language Awareness session for the Welsh Gang and the School 
Council on February 19th;  

 Work with the Catering Department to run the school Cogurdd and leading  to county wide competitions; 

 Organised 'St Dwynwen's Cinema' with year 10 members, with romantic / red food in the Canteen; 

 Co-ordinate arrangements for membership of the Urdd;  

 Welshness and Ty Tawe stall at the Christmas Fayre;  

 Pawen Lawen Video;  

 Shwmae/ Sut Mae Day - video featuring community and school members;  

 Radio Cymru Pop Quiz;  

 Opportunity to be part of Geraint Rhys' music video 

 

 

 

THE CARDIFF BAY URDD EISTEDDFOD 2019 
 

We had a lively week of competition once again with a number of pupils at the Urdd Eisteddfod in Cardiff over 
Whitsun. Elena Ruddy (Harp), Oliver Wright (Guitar), Lilly Hall (Flute) and Elin Rolles (Piano) competed in the 
Eisteddfod on Wednesday. There was an opportunity to attend a ceremony at the Wharf at the Millennium Centre at 
the end of the afternoon when certificates for success in the homework competitions were presented to a number 
of Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr pupils - it is good that they were given public recognition during the Eisteddfod week. 
 
On Thursday, the Junior Boys Party, Cerys O'Rouke (in the Solo 7-9), the Cerdd Dant Party 7-9, the Junior Vocal 
Ensemble, the Junior Dramatic Presentation, the Junior Folk Dancing team, the SA Choir 7- 9, competed. The junior 
instrumental ensemble scooped second prize 
in the competition for Years 7-9. The Dramatic 
Song 7 - 9 won first prize in their competition 
(their third victory in this competition at 3 
Eisteddfodau in Cardiff). Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr's 
Public Speaking Yr. 13 Team won second prize 
in a quality competition in the Preseli Room at 
the Centre. A great end to the day was seeing 
the school orchestra (67 pupils) on the Donald 
Gordon Theatre Stage performing to a high 
standard in front of a large audience in a 
national competition.. 
 
On Friday, William Morris (Piano), the Senior Vocal Ensemble, Matthew Lewis and Dominic Harrison (Senior Duet), 
Gwenno Robinson and Ffion Morgan (Senior Dialogue), the Senior Recitation group, 10-13 Girls’ Choir, the Year 12-
13 Folk Dancing team, Cerdd Dant Senior Choir, Three Voice Folk Choir, the Cerdd Dant Senior Group, and the senior 
SATB Choir, the Year 13 and under Cerdd Dant Group, the Folk Choir, and the Yr.13and younger Recitation Group, 
competed. The Dramatic Presentation Yr.13 and under won great acclaim in coming second. All of these groups and 
individuals represented the School brilliantly, giving of their best in a national context. Congratulations to them and 
the members of the school staff who worked tirelessly preparing the children for months, and supporting them 
during the Eisteddfod week. 



STARS OF THE SCREEN 
 

FILMING ‘FFEIL’  

A group from KS3 got the chance to be the faces on the small screen on the young people's news program me 'Ffeil'. 

We went to Rhossili beach to collect litter and raise awareness of the impact of litter on our seas. 

 

HISTORY FILM  

At the beginning of May, a number of Year 7 pupils travelled to Llwynhendy 

Tabernacle Chapel to launch an animated film about the life of Corrie Ten 

Boom, under the auspices of beibl.net. This was an opportunity for our school 

pupils to learn more about the history and significance of the persecution of 

Jews during the Second World War and of the support given to the Jews by 

the Corrie ten Boom family in Haarlem in the Netherlands. 

 

DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES 

 

WELSH NATIONAL THEATRE 

Congratulations to Ffion Morgan of Yr.11 on being selected to join the National Youth Theatre of Wales. This is quite 

an achievement. Ffion is the first Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr pupil to ever achieve this honour. 

 

THE URDD NATIONAL THEATRE 

Congratulations to three of our pupils on being selected to be part of Urdd Gobaith Cymru's National Theatre 2019 

cast, namely Ffion Morgan, Kate Newnham and Gwenno Robinson. This talented group performed a stunning 

performance of the original musical ABERHENFELEN at Cardiff University Theatre. Well done girls !! 

 

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL  

During November, year 8 and 9 pupils had the opportunity to 

be part of the annual Shakespeare festival at the Taliesin 

theatre in Swansea. After weeks of preparation and training, 

under the care of Mrs Lydia Jones Head of Drama and Bethan 

Lilley of the English department, the performance of "A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream" was very well received. 

 

 

 

YSGOL GYFUN GŴYR EISTEDDFOD 

A successful school Eisteddfod was held again on February 20 and 21. The 

different houses competed enthusiastically in various competitions. Huge 

congratulations to Elena Ruddy of 9D on winning the English Trophy and 

Eisteddfod Chair - a fantastic achievement for a year 9 pupil. 

Congratulations to Elliot Hunt from Year 12 on winning the Dr John S 

Davies Memorial Trophy for Science.  

 

 



THE MUSICAL WORLD 

 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Below is a list of the music department's activities with the 
School’s pupils: - 

 Cymanfa Ganu Hope Siloh Pontarddulais  - Junior 
Choir - 7th October 2018 

 Instrumental ensembles - open evenings Yr6 - 10th 
October 2018 

 Swansea Castle Square Memorial Service - Senior 
Boys Choir - 11th November 2018 

 ERW Conference - Senior Boys Choir - 22nd November 
2018 

 Christmas Fayre - Brass and Woodwind Ensemble - 29th November 2018 

 Harpists - Gowerton Christmas Festival - 27th November 2018 

 Caersalem Chapel Gorseinon Christmas Service - Mixed Choir, Boys' Choir and Senior Girls Choir 13th 
December 2018 

 Brass Ensemble - Tesco Fforestfach fundraiser 11th December 2018 

 The School’s Christmas Concert at St Catherine’s Church Gorseinon - Junior Choir, Mixed Choir, Senior and 
Junior Boys and Girls Choir, Orchestra, and a variety of Instrumental Ensembles - 18th December 2018 

 Pen Y Bryn Christmas Concert - 19th December 2018 

 Gowerton village Christmas Concert - String Ensemble - 19th December 2018 

 Brass workshop for all Year 7 pupils - February 11th 2019 

 Rosa Humphreys- harp recital at Swansea museum - 14 March 2019 

 April 27th 2019 - Senior Boys Choir - Singing on the Principality Stadium field with the Scarlets choir for 
Judgment Day. 

 April 30th 2019 - Matthew Lewis, Tomos Besley, Rhys James, Harri Besley, Daniel Williams, Archie Brown 
performing with the 'Only Boys Aloud' choir. 

 May 2nd 2019 - Dafydd Rowlands Remembrance 
Evening - performances by various pupils. 

 May 11th 2019 - Hendy Eisteddfod - The Senior 
Boys' Choir, Elin Rolles (String Solo), Mirain Francis 
(Recitation), William Morris (Piano Solo) came out 
victorious, while Matthew Lewis came second in 
the solo. Carwyn Tumelty became a firm favourite 
for the day. 

 May 16th 2019 - A trip was organised by the Music 
Department and 50 children from years 7 to 13 to 
see the musical 'Joseph' at the Wales Millennium Centre.  

 May 23rd 2019 – ‘Gorau Gwyr’ Concert 2019 

 May 29th – June 1st 2019 - 31 groups and individuals competed at the Urdd National Eisteddfod in Cardiff 
Bay  

 June 8th 2019 - Primary Proms: Junior Choir, Junior Boys Choir, 
Duet, Senior Vocal Ensemble. Band to accompany - William 
Morris, William Evans, Rhydian Payne, Elin Rolles, Gethin Rogers. 

 June 21st 2019 - Oystermouth All Saints Church Concert to raise 
money for Daniel Rolles and Rosa Humphreys to go to Patagonia 
this October. A variety of school choirs and instrumentalists 
performed with the Amman Valley male voice choir, and Bryn Y 
Môr and Llwynderw choirs. £ 800 was raised on the night. 

 July 6th 2019 - Concert At Gowerton Comprehensive School for 
the Gower Festival - Instrumental Items and Junior Choirs.  
 



 July 14th 2019- On the Pitch Proms - Waunarlwydd: Senior Duet, Cerys 
O'Rourke Solo, Senior Vocal Ensemble.  
 

 William Morris Bl.12 – Oficial opening of coach house pianos performing 
with Mal Pope. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL WELSH AND BRITISH YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

Congratulations to Elin Griffiths, Elin Rolles and Daniel Rolles on securing a place in the National Youth Orchestra of 

Wales, and to Lilly Hall on gaining a place in the British Children's Orchestra.  

 

 

LITERARY SUCCESSES 
 

THE DAFYDD ROWLANDS MEMORIAL PRIZE  

One of the highlights of the Welsh Department's calendar is attending the Dafydd 
Rowlands Memorial Prize evening. This is a literary competition set up in memory of this 
literary giabt from the Swansea Valley. The competition is open to sixth form pupils in 
Swansea Valley schools and pupils are asked to write two literary pieces in any form. It 
was great to see Cadi Hutchings from year 13 take first prize, winning £500 and claiming 
the trophy for the competition. Cadi was highly praised for her writing by the literary 
critic Mererid Hopwood. This victory comes a year after Cadi's sister Rhian Hutchings won 
the same competition. After the ceremony, the audience was entertained by items from 
the three local secondary schools and Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr's performances included the 
Senior Vocal Ensemble, the Senior and Junior Instrumental Ensemble, and Matthew Lewis 
and Dominic Harrison singing a duet. 

 

THE ROTARY YOUNG WRITER’S PRIZE 

Congratulations to Elena Ruddy of 9D on winning the Rotary Young Writer's competition - 
Elena received her trophy at a ceremony in Merthyr Tydfil at the end of June. 

 

 

 



EISTEDDFOD CYMDEITHAS DAFYDD AP GWILYM 

Congratulations to Daniel Rolles Yr 12 on his success at the Dafydd ap Gwilym Society 
Eisteddfod in Oxford University. Daniel won first prize for his prose work and travelled to 
Jesus College to receive the Eisteddfod Crown. 

 

THE BARDDAS POETRY PRIZE 

Cadi Hutchings won this year's Barddas Poetry Prize in the National Eisteddfod for poets 
under the age of 21 when she was only 18 years old! A wonderful feat indeed. She was 
awarded her prize at the Conwy National Eisteddfod in Llanrwst in August.  

SUCCESS IN THE URDD NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD HOMEWORK COMPETITIONS 2019 

Congratulations to the following pupils for succeeding nationally in this year's Urdd Eisteddfod homework 
competitions: 

 Owain Ruddy - 1st for Yr.7 prose 

 Elena Ruddy - 1st for Yr.9 poetry 

 Mirain Francis - 1st for Yr.9 prose 

 Anna Heatley - 2nd for Yr.9 poetry 

 Gwenno Robinson - 3rd for a free metre poem under 25 years old 

 Rosa Humphreys - 1st for free metre poem under 25 years 

 Rosa Humphreys - 1st for prose under 19 years 

 Daniel Rolles - 2nd for Yr.12 / 13 prose 

 Madryn Newby-Scozzi - 1st for a short story 

 Cadi Hutchings - 1st for free metre poem under 19 years 

 Cadi Hutchings - 1st for Yr.12 / 13 prose 

 Lowri Jones - 3rd for prose under 19 years 
Every one of the above has won acclaim in a highly competitive environment in a 
national context. 

 

WICKED YOUNG WRITERS AWARD 

 

Huge congratulations to Ffion Haf Davies on reaching the final of the Wicked Young 
Writers Award for her piece "Fat is not a bad word". She received high praise for her 
insightful piece on young people's self-image. 

 

 

A VISIT TO PATAGONIA 

 

Warm congratulations to Rosa Humphreys and Daniel Rolles Yr.12 on being selected from scores of applicants to 
tour Patagonia with Urdd Gobaith Cymru in October 2019. It will be an unforgettable experience and they have both 
enjoyed the fundraising efforts to fund their trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXCELLENCE IN ORACY 
 

THE ROTARY WELSH PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 

This year, the members of the Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr team were Cadi Hutchings (chair), 
Rosa Humphreys (proposer) and Daniel Rolles (opposer). An up-to-date and relevant 
topic was decided upon, namely "This house believes that there is no need to hold a 
second vote on Brexit." 
The West Region round was held on the 25th October at Ysgol Bro Dinefwr, 
Carmarthenshire and there was intense competition between eight schools. The 
first prize was awarded to Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr and the team's maturity and 
understandingof the topic was praised. In addition, Cadi Hutchings was named Best 
Chair and Rosa Humphreys the title of Best Proposer. Daniel Rolles also came very 
close to receiving the title of best opposer. 
 
The final was held at Tŷ Hywel in Cardiff Bay on November 8th. It was a competition 
of high standard and all the teams were commended by the the adjudicator because of the consistently high 
standard. 
 
All three pupils enjoyed the experience and are eager to compete in this year's Urdd competition and try again for 
the Rotary competition next year. The ability to speak in public is a great skill and their achievement is a source of 
pride! 

 
ENGLISH PUBLIC SPEAKING 

Congratulations to Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr's Yr.9 English speaking team on going 
through to the Welsh national round in the English Speaking Union ESU 
competition at Bryn Tawe Comprehensive School on the afternoon of Tuesday 
20th November. 
 
Two teams from the school competed, with the winning team (Grace Pearl, 
Elena Ruddy and Anna Heatley) victorious. Elena also won the award for best 
speaker and Anna the best questioner. 
 
The other team representing Gŵyr were Sophia Haden, India Matthews and Constance Armstrong. 
Congratulations to everyone for their hard work, quality presentations, and for representing the school in such an 
excellent way 
 

 

URDD NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 

The first round of the Urdd's Public Speaking competition for the schools 

of south east Wales was held in Cardiff Bay this year. The format of the 

competition was a form of Question Time and the school was represented 

by four Year 13 pupils - Heledd Jones, Lowri Jones, Cadi Hutchings and 

Madryn Newby-Scozzi.  

The adjudicator, Peter Hughes-Griffiths, decided that the Ysgol Gyfun 

Gŵyr team was worthy of being one of only three teams out of the fifty 

that competed, to go through to the final at the Cardiff Bay Urdd Eisteddfod 2019. The team performed eloquently 

in the final and had to debate topics chosen by the Chairman.  

Congratulations to them for taking second place this year, winning the silver for a second successive year.  

 



 

COOKING AND BAKING 
SUCCESS IN THE KITCHEN 

Here is a selection of the activity in the 2018-19 Cookery calendar: September - June 

 Year 7 cake decorating club 

 September- Macmillan Coffee Morning, Year 10 class selling 
cakes. 'Bake off' for staff. 

 October- Cogurdd school competition. Winners Aled Watson 
and Rhian Hopkins. 
January- Area Competition, Rhian 4th, Aled 5th 

 In December, Yr.10 Catering class cooked soup and made 
bread for the charities (Zak's Place and Derek Rees)  

 December- Staff Activity Christmas cake making. 

 December- Christmas Fayre - Turkey and Pork Rolls Stand to help Ffrindiau 
Gwyr. 

 April-July - Starting a fruit and vegetable gardening club 

 May- Year 10 catering buffet created for Yr. 13 

 June- Year 9 creating buffet for Daniel Rolles and Rosa Humphreys 
Patagonia concert 

 June- Year 9 cooked breakfast for Yr. 11 

 June- Year 5 transition course - making biscuits 

 

ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTING  
 

ENGINEERING PRIZE 

Samuel Robson-Brown Year 13 had the opportunity to attend the automated engineering forum at the Vale Hotel in 

Cardiff. Samuel won the judges' trophy for engineering in Wales. He received the award from Mr Alun Cairns, the 

Welsh Secretary. It was a special evening, with a number of international industry leaders making presentations. 

Samuel was a member of the engineering team at Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr last year, working with Calsonic Kansai to look 

at energy waste within a specific machine within the company. The project helped develop Samuel's engineering 

skills as well as his public speaking skills. 

 

 

ENGINEERING TEAM 

 
The Year 12 Engineering Team had a successful year in 2018-19 as they worked with Eddyfi on the EESW project. The 
project covered water recycling in non-destructive testing systems; the team was nominated for a sustainability 
award at the Big Bang competition held at MOD St Athan. Receiving a nomination for an award from over 60 teams 
of sixth form schools and colleges was a great achievement, so congratulations to them! 
 
Last year's team members were Elliot Hunt, Marcus Hopkin, Amy Southall, Oscar Healy, Daniel Williams, Ella Davies, 
Luke Mattey and William Rees. 
 
The team this year is working again with Eddyfi, building on what was achieved last year. Best wishes to William 
Morris, Menna Evans, Mirain Lloyd, Molly Anderson-Thomas, Matthew Brown, Lewis Jones, George Cawsey and 
Finlay Richards as they begin work! " 

 



IT / COMPUTING DIGITAL AWARDS 

 Congratulations to Jayden Mahoney in Year 10 for being the first pupil to win the Duke of York's Digital 

Enterprise Silver award. 

 

 The first four pupils from Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr to receive a Bronze certificate for the Duke of York's Award were 

Christian Morton, Jayden Mahoney, Matthew Lewis and Tomos Besley. All 

four completed a series of Computer Science tasks to demonstrate an 

excellent understanding of the subject. Congratulations to them for leading 

the way for the School’s pupils.  

 

 Over the past year the following have achieved Bronze and Silver 

certificates of the Duke of York award. 

Bronze - Year 7 

Danny Stillman, Alex Morton, Tom Rolle, Charlie Beer, Owain Ruddy, Anna 

Satori, Mia Gold, Elwyn Mogford,Ffion Egan, Hattie James, L Benbow, Abbie 

Williams, Anwen Owen, Dylan Davies, Gracie Gilligan, Cameron Thomas, Noah Bickerstaf, Abi Isherwood 

 

Bronze - Year 8 

Madison Smedley,Rhian Hopkins, Tom Griffiths, Cledwyn Mogford, Elijah 

Weaver, Thomas Johnson, Harry Gilbert, Corey Williams, Finley Chespey, Cellan 

Hill, Rhys Lock, George Jones, Ioan Davies, Dylan Pallett, Millie Hayes, Megan 

Bater, Samuel Perkins, Mared Jones, J Evans, Sam Jones, Harry Wills-Jones, 

Morgan Turrato Owen, Emma Powney, Ella Brearley, Rosie Jones, Liberty 

Madsen, Olivia Jones-Holmes, Erin Griffiths, Lauren Couch, Lola Burrow, Hollie 

Bradley-Amin, Holli Jones, Katie Porter, Eleri Huxtable, Seren Hodge, Solomon 

Bunn-Sovin, Dafydd King, E Rees, Daisy Bottrill, Rhys Davies, Steffan 

Brown, Matthew Impey, Rhiannon Reed,Emily White, Eleri Smith, E King, 

Ioan Osborne, Taran Spooner, Harri Besley, Seren Thomas, Annalise Jones,

Bobi Hayward, Freya Beall, David Ingham 

 

Bronze - Year 9 

Isabel Higgings, Mackenzie Griffiths, Seb Stroia, Catrin Cornelius, Evan 

Spiers, Ollie Wright, Morgan Pitman,Dylan Morgan, Aneurin Davies, 

Joshua Round, Connie Armstrong, Anna Heatley 

 

Bronze - Year 10 

Morgan Gwynn, Jake Churchill, William Falvey, Mathew Lewis, Ewan Bater, 

Tomos Besley, Lily Williams, Dylan Hocking, Cian Carruthers, Carys Walters, 

Dylan Brannigan, Kieran Evans, Christian Morton, Nikolas Legakis 

 

Bronze - Year 12 

Marcus Hopkin, Nathan Barrett 

  

Silver - Year 8 

Dafydd King,  Harri Besley 

 

Silver - Year 10 

Carys Walters,  Christian Morton,  Anna Heatley 

 

 



WALES INNOVATION AWARDS 2019 

Congratulations to Iwan Tomos Yr 13 for winning two awards in the 

Innovation Wales Awards 2019. Iwan won the award for the best art product 

and also the award for the most innovative A level work across Wales. A 

great achievement for him and a great credit to the Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr Design 

and Technology department. Iwan was a Sixth Form student in Ysgol Gyfun 

Gymraeg Bryn Tawe who studied Design and Technology in Ysgol Gyfun 

Gwyr. 

 

RESIDENTIAL COURSES 
 

WELSH SIXTH FORM COURSE 

Once again a group of pupils studying A / AS Welsh went to Glan-llyn for a Welsh course organised by Bangor 

University. They had a very busy three days with 25 different sessions all of which helped the students with their 

studies. There were sessions featuring lecturers from Bangor University including Peredur Lynch and Gerwyn 

Williams, and it was good to listen to Myrddin ap Dafydd, Ifor ap Glyn and Karen Owen discuss their own work as 

well as other poets. They also enjoyed sessions with the writers Caryl Lewis and Manon Steffan Ros. 

As well as the literary sessions the group had the opportunity to visit Yr Ysgwrn and to listen to Candelas’ acoustic gig 

back in Glan Llyn. 

The icing on the literary cake was Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr’s coming out on top in the Talwrn, a poetry competition, thereby 

becoming joint winners of the competition. 

 

A VISIT TO NORMANDY  

During February, a group of Year 10 to 13 pupils undertook a visit to 
Normandy in France, organised by the Modern Foreign Languages 
Department, with the aim of improving their spoken French. After a long but 
comfortable journey by ship and bus, the 'chateau' was reached, with 
everyone ready for action. A host of activities were offered there; from 
archery to climbing to fencing and bread making, with everything conducted 
through the medium of French. In the evening everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
taking part in a French quiz night, a talent show and a treasure hunt; with the 
French language again a focus to all activities. The highlight for many was a 
trip to Granville market, before travelling to Mont St Michel, one of the area's 
major attractions. The students learned about the history of the castle and 
the abbey in the context of the Great War, as well as having the opportunity to explore the ancient buildings and to 
buy gifts. We also had a memorable visit to the nearby small farm. 
 
On the final night everyone took part in a talent show. Afterwards, everyone had the opportunity to test their 
understanding of French culture in a quiz and taste French foods such as snails!! 
 
Thanks to the school staff and the Chateau de la Baudonniere for the opportunity given to so many to enjoy this 
unforgettable experience in Normandy. 

 



THE SKIING TRIP 

 

Ninety five pupils - 45 Year 8 pupils and 40 Year 12 

pupils - and 10 teachers went on the school Skiing 

trip to Weiss Briach near the city of Villach in South 

Austria on the border with Italy and Slovenia. There 

was another unforgettable week characterised by 

excellent behaviour and great camaraderie - without 

any accident or illness - and provided unique 

opportunities for pupils to develop their pedagogical, physical, linguistic, cultural and social skills on the slopes of the 

Nassfeld ski area. 

The priority of the week was to develop pupils' skiing skills on the slopes but they also had the opportunity to 

practise some German, to walk in the evening by candlelight through the beautiful countryside, to go karting, to 

swim in a luxury swimming pool, to watch Wales defeat England in one of the 6 nations 'championship games, as 

well as hosting a Welsh Talent Evening for hotel staff and the pupils' ski instructors. This was a night to remember 

with staff performing their annual Pantomime and various improvised sketches performed by the students. Te 

evening ended with an impromptu singing session. A huge thank you to Mr Geraint Herbert Evans and his team of 

dedicated and enthusiastic staff for their care of the pupils and for ensuring all students enjoyed a successful week. 

 

THE YEAR 9 LANGUAGE AND CROSS _ CURRICULAR COURSE IN GLAN _ LLYN 

Forty seven Year 9 pupils travelled to Glan-llyn Urdd 

Camp in September on the Welsh department's annual 

excursion to North Wales. The main aim of the trip is to 

give pupils the opportunity to socialise through the 

medium of Welsh outside the school gates. The 

activities offered by Glan-llyn provide the pupils with 

unrivalled experiences that will always be remembered. 

This year we had the opportunity to canoe, climb a high 

ropes course, to row paddle boards, as well as a host of 

other wild and wet activities. In the evening there was 

the opportunity for Ten Pin Bowling and to use the swimming pool. The pupils were fortunate to catch a bird of prey 

display by the Birdman on one night, when the pupils were given the opportunity to catch and feed huge birds. A 

second night walk was arranged to visit the ends of Llyn Tegid where all were treated to spectacular views of one of 

the most beautiful lakes in Wales. 

For a number of years now a visit to "Bounce Below" and Llechwedd Quarry has been part of the journey which is 

again a very exciting experience for the pupils. On our trip back to the camp after visiting those attractions in 

Blaenau Ffestiniog, we got off the bus and visited Llyn Tryweryn. Here the pupils got a taste of the history which 

provided some perspective on the impact of the drowning of the valley.  

This is a course that is vital to complement the experiences of the pupils in school, and will evoke happy memories 

for those who attended again this year. 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 8 GIRLS’ COURSE IN RHOSSILI 

Once again this year, twenty two Year 8 girls enjoyed the spectacular Gower Peninsula 

on the Rhossili residential course – it was a chance for the children to experience wild 

and wet activities and to be taken outside their comfort zones. Activities included 

surfing, coasteering, river walking and climbing. Thank you to all the staff for their 

time and care.  

 

 

YEAR 9 BOYS IN RHOSSILI 

There was an opportunity for year 9 boys to go to Rhossili in October. The 23 boys had the opportunity to take part 

in many outdoor activities and enjoy the beauty of the Gower. Again, it was an adventurous course with activities 

including rock climbing, river walking and much more. Thanks to the teachers for their care and guidance. 

 

THE JOYS OF SURFING 

The pupils in our Special Education Facility had the opportunity to have surf lessons in Caswell Bay with Surfability. 

This was the first time the pupils had tried surfing and they had a great time. There is an intention to make this an 

annual event.  

 

 

 

 

THE R.E. EASTER VISIT TO AMSTERDAM AND PARIS  

At the start of the Easter holidays in mid-April, a group of 

pupils studying GCSE and A Level Religious Studies travelled 

to Amsterdam and Paris. The aim of the 5 day trip was to 

offer the group of pupils a first hand experience in a 

religious context. While in Amsterdam they visited Anne 

Frank's Home, the Former Jewish District and 'China Town'. 

The visits were a real eye opener and provided 

unforgettable experiences. Everyone took the opportunity 

to wander around the sacred places and learn about the detailed stories pertaining to each one. The history and 

tradition of religion came to life for everyone there. Following two days in the city, they travelled to Paris for the 

remainder of the trip. The pupils visited the Eiffel Tower and the Arc de Triomphe. The last day was spent in the Euro 

Disney Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORY TRIP TO LONDON 2019   

The History department organised an educational 
trip to London for 48 pupils from years 9-10 from 
3rd July to 4th July. The purpose of the trip was to 
enhance pupils' understanding of the history of 
the two World Wars as they visited the Imperial 
War Museum, and also to prepare them for one of 
the 'Crime and Punishment' GCSE modules. We 
visited the Clink Museum, London Dungeons and 
had a 'Jack the Ripper' walk to learn more about 
the nature of crime and policing over the ages. 
We visited Parliament and were shown around to 
learn more about the country's political system. MP Tonia Antoniazzi met with the pupils and held a question and 
answer session. The trip was very beneficial and informative.   

 

AUSCHWITZ  
In February 2019, Lowri Jones and Cadi Hutchings, two year 13 pupils, 
visited Poland as part of the Lessons From Auschwitz project, an 
offshoot of the Holocaust Educational Trust. It was a one day trip to 
Poland, with the two students flying from Cardiff airport in the early 
hours of the morning and returning late after a day of visiting and 
travelling. 
 
Before arriving at the Auschwitz camp itself, the students visited 
Oświęcim, a Polish village, which was given the name Auschwitz by the 
Nazis, to learn a little more about the Jewish community that existed 
before the Holocaust. They were guided to the camp, and walked through the famous Auschwitz gates, under the 
well-known words Arbeit Macht Frei which translates to "Work Brings Freedom". This shows that the prisoners were 
unaware that they would suffer and die in the camp, which adds to the heartbreaking sadness of the Holocaust. 
It was a shocking experience to visit the second camp at Birkenau where the extent of the Final Solution scheme 
became apparent; they saw the famous train tracks where so many victims first met. Although only the remains of 
the chambers and furnaces were to be seen at this camp because of the Nazi attempt to destroy the evidence when 
defeat was inevitable, the enormous size of the camp and the number of small dormitories were enough to convey 
the extent of the horrific suffering which took place. 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 2019 

 

A sports trip - rugby, football and netball – went to South Africa 

from 14 to 25 July. It was an unforgettable experience for 

everyone who attended. The pupils and students visited 

Johannesburg, Pretoria, and Cape Town, playing rugby, football 

and netball against a number of teams over the 10 days. Visits 

were made to the Apartheid Museum near Johannesburg, the 

village of Lesedi, the animal district of Mabula, the Winnie 

Mabaso center, and the suburb of Langa. Sadly, a visit to Robben 

Island was cancelled due to adverse weather conditions. 

 

 

 

 



JONATHAN 

 

A group of sixth formers visited the Egin in Carmarthen to be part of the 

audience for the Jonathan TV programme for S4C. As always a great time was 

had by all, with plenty of laughter and rugby talk. 

 

 

 

DAYS OF CELEBRATION 
ICE SKATING 

A large number of Year 7 pupils went ice skating before the October half term holiday - a well deserved trip after 

their first eight weeks of hard work at Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr. An evening of great enjoyment and relaxation was had, and 

the trip was a great bonding experience for all who attended. 

 

WALES MUSIC DAY 2019 

A group of year 7 and 8 pupils enjoyed a gig with the band Hyll in Ysgol 

Bryn Tawe to celebrate the Wales Music Day in February. It was great to 

have the opportunity to socialise with BrynTawe pupils and enjoy live 

Welsh music, opening pupils' eyes further to the range of experiences and 

activities open to them through the medium of Welsh. 

 

DWYNWEN CELEBRATION 

St Dwynwen's Day was celebrated at the school with the School’s mysterious Dwynwen handing out love messages; 

we had themed food in the canteen, and a quiz during morning registration. The Year 10 Council organised a St 

Dwynwen Cinema for Yr. 7 and 8, raising £ 40 for the Medisinema charity in the process. 

 

 

CHARITABLE EVENTS 
 

THE MACMILLAN CHALLENGE 

On Saturday the 14th of September, a group of school staff and sixth formers 

walked 22 miles along the Gower coast to raise money for the Macmillan 

charity. They managed to raise a large amount of money for this worthy cause. 

Huge congratulations to those who walked and thanks to everyone for their 

contributions and support. 

 

 



FOOD FOR THE HOMELESS 

At the beginning of December, Mr Lloyd Henry and pupils of 

the Year 10 Catering course prepared cawl to feed those in 

need in Swansea, such as the homeless. Mr Henry and the 

pupils prepared gallons of delicious and nutritious broth for 

distribution to the needy through Zak's Place in the city. Seion 

Waunarlwydd Chapel, with the help of the Rev. Derek Rees, 

had sourced the necessary vegetables, and Mr Henry and our 

pupils did the rest. 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE/CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

A very successful Christmas Fayre was held at the end of November organized by Ffrindiau Gwyr (PTA). A very 

respectable £ 3,500 was raised from the activities of the Christmas Fayre, the Christmas Raffle, and a Non-uniform 

Day. 

Thanks to Ffrindiau Gwyr / PTA who are making an important contribution to the school, enabling Departments to 

access extra funding during these challenging times. 

 

FOOD BANKS 

Many thanks to the School Council with the support of the Heads of Learning and Progress for collecting and 

transferring over twenty carrier bags to the food bank in Gorseinon. We greatly value their efforts which has made a 

difference to the lives of so many in our community. 

 

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS AMBASSADORS  

The rights groups established at the school during 2017-18 continue to work hard 

to promote fairness and equality within the school and the wider community. The 

Child Power working group has been very active in working closely with the office 

of the Children's Commissioner for Wales. 

The group attended training sessions with Professor Emma Rennolf which have 

been central to the Welsh Government's consultation on healthy relationships. 

 

WORKING WITH THE CHILDREN’S COMMISSIONER FOR WALES 

In January, a group of pupils attended the Commissioner's Annual Secondary Conference at the University of South 

Wales to lead a Welsh-medium workshop on web safety and cyberbullying. Following this, a number of pupils took 

part in a webinar with Professor Sally Holland where the working group offered advice to pupils across Wales and 

shared their own experiences of online safety. During the day, members of our children's rights working group - 

"Children's Power" - trained Welsh-medium young people from across Wales on how they can promote children's 

rights in their schools by preventing cyberbullying and ensuring the safety of children online 

The School was highly praised by the Commissioner for the work done by our pupils at the Conference. Six Year 8 

and 9 pupils led a workshop on preventing cyberbullying to about 30 pupils and teachers from several different 

schools who attended the conference. Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr pupils worked very hard in preparation, meeting with 

members of the Commissioner's team beforehand to discuss and practise their presentations. The group 

demonstrated very good leadership skills as they delivered a very successful workshop, with several of the pupils and 

teachers from other schools commenting that they enjoyed the presentations by Gwyr pupils. 



CAMPAIGNING FOR RIGHTS 

There have also been a number of visiting speakers to the School, including one of our former pupils, Eleri Griffiths. 

Eleri is now a barrister in London where she protects asylum seekers and minorities who are in danger of being sent 

back to their countries of origin, where their lives could be at risk. She shared her own experiences and noted her 

satisfaction on seeing the working groups that had been set up at the school to discuss and protect rights. 

A VISIT FROM THE SENEDD 

The Assembly Member Bethan Sayed came in to talk to a 

group of pupils. The aim of the session was for her to talk 

about her work as an Assembly Member and listen to the 

pupils' voice on the issues that are relevant to them. An 

interesting discussion, ranging from re-painting the 

"Remember Tryweryn" mural to issues such as lowering 

the voting age to 16, was had. This was a great way of 

encouraging pupils to become active in politics and to take 

part in political campaigns. 

THE ENOC PROJECT 

A group of pupils have been selected to be part of the ENOC (European Network 

of Ombudspersons for Children) annual project. This project aims to give pupils 

across Europe the opportunity to work on a themed project, before presenting 

their ideas and vision to young people and Commissioners from European 

countries at a conference in Brussels in June. This year's project theme is 

children's rights in a digital world. We will be working in conjunction with 

Morriston School on this project and look forward to seeing the final presentation. 

 

THE ENYA PROJECT  

The pupils involved in the rights groups were extremely active during the summer term. One of the most important 

projects was the work carried out as part of the ENYA (European Network of Young Advisors) scheme where our 

pupils had the opportunity to advise Children's Commissioners from across Europe about children's rights in a digital 

world. As part of this scheme, the pupils created a video that represented the impact of social media on young 

people's mental health. Dr Rhys Bevan Jones, a psychiatrist from Cardiff University who specialises in adolescent 

mental health, also attended a workshop with the pupils. A discussion session was also held with Professor Sally 

Holland. The culmination of all this work was the arrival of two pupils, Grace Pearl of Yr.9 and Rhys James of Yr.10 in 

Brussels, to present the work to Children's Commissioners from across Europe. Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr was the only 

school in Wales to be part of this scheme and so it was pleasing to see the pupils as special ambassadors for the 

school and our country. 

 

WORKING WITH STONEWALL 

In July the television company Boom Cymru visited the school to present a “Umbrella” program me created jointly 

with the Welsh Government and Stonewall Cymru. The program me aimed to show and celebrate the diversity of 

gender and sexual orientation in our society. The presentation was made to all Year 8 pupils. Also, as part of the 

importance of the right to be safe, two safety sessions were held at the school. 



GŴYR POLITICIANS  

Two of Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr’s pupils have won a seat in the Welsh Youth Parliament. 

November saw the first election of the Youth Parliament. Forty young people were 

chosen to represent the various constituencies of Wales and twenty young people 

to represent Welsh charities and agencies. Ffion-Haf Davies of Yr.11 was elected to 

represent the Gower constituency, while Anwen Rodaway of Yr.8 was chosen by 

the charity Learning Disability Wales to represent it. The School, of course, is 

proud of the success of Ffion-Haf and Anwen and wishes them well in their work 

over the next two years. 

PEN Y BRYN CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

One of the highlights of our annual calendar is our visit to Ysgol Penybryn in the week before Christmas. Once again 

this year, we were warmly welcomed by the teachers and pupils of Ysgol Pen y Bryn. Sixth form pupils and members 

of the school's senior choir and staff travelled to perform a number of Christmas items. Ffion Pirotte sang a solo, 

Ffion Pirotte and Rosa Humphreys a duet, and Cadi Hutchings and Daniel Rolles contributed a string duet as 

entertainment. Mr Chris Lewis was the accompanist. The School looks forward to returning to Pen y Bryn in 

December 2019. 

A HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

At the beginning of January, a group of year 9 pupils attended the Swansea 

Council conference - "The Big Conversation - Healthy Living, Growing Healthy". 

The day was held in the Community Cwtch at St Teilo's Church. The aim of the 

day was to look at the health habits of the city's young people and try to ensure 

that all young people have access to healthy food and opportunities to stay 

healthy. The pupils had a wonderful time and it was certainly an opportunity to 

reflect on the choices we all make on a daily basis. 

 

ACADEMIC SUCCESSES AND EXPERIENCES   

THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

The Psychology Department's year 12 and 13 students were delighted to host a live online chat with the British 
Psychological Society's psychologists at the beginning of November in an 'I’m a Scientist, get me Out of Here' activity. 
The session was intended to provide students with an opportunity to 
develop an understanding and awareness of the research currently being 
undertaken across UK universities in the field of Child Health and 
Wellbeing and Psychology. 
 
In the autumn of 2018 a trip was arranged to visit Cardiff University's 
Neurosciences and Mental Health Research Institute to take part in the 
Brain Bee Cymru competition. Also in June 2019 students from the School 
visited the University to attend Cardiff's CUBRIC’ Centre, the Centre for 
Brain Imaging Research. An introduction to imaging techniques such as 
MRI, PET and CAT greatly benefited learners in their understanding of 
Neurodegenerative and Neurodevelopmental conditions. 

 

 



NUFFIELD PLACEMENTS  

 Congratulations to sixth form students Elin Ohlsson Jones and Tia Ansell on receiving the Gold Crest Award 
for their research work with Nuffield Trust. Nobel prize winner Professor Sir Martin Evans presented them 
with their awards. 

 Year 12 student Shakira Morka recently gained a Psychology placement and the opportunity to gain 4 weeks 
of live laboratory research experience at Swansea University. The research project that Shakira will be 
involved in aims to explore the ways in which the public rates the relevance of major political news 
depending on the medium through which the news is presented. The research will therefore measure the 
impact of marketing on perception. Shakira will be looking forward to attending an awards ceremony at the 
end of the process and will receive the Gold Crest Award from Nobel Laureate Sir Martin Evans, for her 
scientific work. 

 Elen Scourfield, Yr.12 also gained a Nuffield placement - 4 weeks’ worth of live research experience in 
Psychology - this time working with Cardiff University Techniquest to explore research methodology issues. 
Elen will be working as part of a team that will consider theories around questionnaire design as a technique 
for collecting valid and reliable qualitative feedback from Techniquest visitors. There will be a major focus on 
data collection and collation and analysis. 

LATIN 

Eight pupils in years 8 and 9 passed their GCSE Level 2 Latin examinations in Summer 2019. They worked diligently 
for this qualification by attending after-school sessions led by Swansea University. In the meantime, another group 
of Yr.8 pupils have already achieved a highly acclaimed Level 1 Latin qualification at the age of 13. We look forward 
to hearing about their successes at Level 2 in Summer 2020!! 

 

SEREN PROJECT SCHOLARSHIP – YOUNG GLOBAL YALE SCHOLAR 

Rosa Humphreys is the first pupil from Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr to win a 
scholarship from the Welsh Government's Seren Project to study for two 
weeks at Yale University on the Global Young Scholars Scheme. Rosa had 
to write two or three essays as part of the very competitive application 
process. 

Rosa successfully applied for the International Affairs and Globalisation 
course, and was one of around 200 students from around the world on 
that particular course. There were concurrent courses on Sustainability 
and the Environment, and on Science / STEM. 

In June, Rosa flew from Heathrow with about 10 other Seren students to 
JFK airport in New York City. The group then made the two-hour trip to 
Yale University in New Haven Connecticut on the pre-arranged shuttle 
bus. 

There, at the University, there were daily lectures, seminars, research groups, a workshop, and pastoral time. 

During the course, Rosa made a short video to support the Urdd's Message of Peace - the Welsh Government and 
Seren had encouraged her to do this. She invited several students from different countries to read a sentence or two 
of the message this year in their own language and then edit it into a two-minute film. 

On her last day in the USA after the course had finished, she spent a day in New York City with other young scholars. 

The visit was a very enjoyable and stimulating experience for Rosa - she had the opportunity to work with able 
students from all over the world. 

The initiative was generously supported by the Welsh Government and the Star Network.  
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